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The Authours Epiſlle. 


TO THE 
HONOURERS 


O F 
, Natural Light. 


<0] Filer T had Lately 
Kill with-drawn 


CLE _——— & 
reprieved my Soul from the 
dangerous attendants of a4 
CourriztR's life, and 
A4 had. 


The Epiſtle. 
had new ancor'd my thouzhts 
in 4 bleſt retirement, I al- 
waycs hadreſonnding the Ec- 
cho of that poetical paſl. ze in 
mine ears : 


Here is the Freedom the 

Soul Qa: NS, 
Enfranchiz'd from her 
Eolden Chains, 


Now bezan I to fecl thoſe 
Tt, ou7hts of Natural Phils- 
ſophie , alwaye: foſtered Ly 
me , thouzh ll now, as at 
were 1 attende: A, to give 4 
freſh and ſþr iohtty Spriar in 
my Soul. I could not but nÞþ- 
0-1 their return , gai97 them 
a wonted and mailed BVell- 
come, 


1 
; 
f 
| 
, 


The Epiſtle. 
come , that I might by the 
gain of this izward and na- 


tural Lizht, repair my vV0- 


luntarie reſugnment of that 
outward and deceitfull ſþlen- 
dour : Beſides , by this courſe, 
1 had hopes to wipe off a 
publick, guilt, for now did 
I apprehend the charge of 
a deſertour of  publick em- 
ployments , and of the Laws 
of my Countrie likely to fa!! 
upon me , therefore leſt this 


mizht iſſue a deep cenſure , 


I fled to that Santtuarte, the 
Stuaie of the Occult, and al- 


moſt nnſearchable Laws aud 


Cuſtomes of Natwe ia the 
Univerſe, the common Coun- 


A 5 trey 
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trey of all, hoping a ſecuritic 
in this ſludie, and a protetti- 
on from this Policte, For 
certainly civil Conſlitutions 
will not decree any remark- 
able Amercement upon him , 
who laying down the burden 
of thoſe Troubles , doth re- 
tire himſelf to the general 
ſervice of the World. 

Now was my Soul rowl- 
ing within it ſelf thought 
concerning the Sovereientie, 
Lawes, Order, Government, 
Harmonie,, Effefts, Cauſes, 
yea,the unconceiveable Rich- 
es of Nature ; now indeed 
was 1 loſt in admiration of 
theſe ,, which aſtoniſhment , 

thouzh 
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The Epiſtle. 
thourh it be an evidence of 
ignorance , yet it is alſo an 
incentive to knowledge , = 
it cauſeth the Soul to ſoar 
above, by which it & en- 
kindled with a burning de- 
fire to know what it Ss, 4s 
yet iznorant of , though af- 
feed to. 

My Soul being thus en- 
flamed, brought f A phi- 
loſophical Conſtitmtions to a 
ſevere Text, and upon the 
touch, aſſented not to their 
Veritie , becauſe Nature 41d 
ſeem to dart ſome weak and 
waining Lizht, as it were 
breaking forth upon the con- 
fine and border of a ſcarce- 


ly 
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The Epiſtle. 
ly diſcerned Truth , till at 
lenath , the Light bezan ſo 
zo riſe, astobreak throuzh 
the encompaſsing Fogs , ard 
to break into my Soul, where- 
by it was not onely made 
more- reſplendent but alſo 
more confident , not onely to 
view the ground , but alſo to 
dig for the Treaſure. 

The firſt Errours of the 
Atcients , and which are the 
werst and radicall Errours 
that came into my thouzhis, 
were thoſe concerning the 
Principles of Nature , con- 
cerning the firſt Matter and 
inat Univerſal Form , from 
which all things flow , con- 
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ceruing the Number of the 
Elements , their Qualities, 
their Oppoſition , Scituation, 
Reciprocation ; 'wh:n Thad 


s Il ertouſly turned theſe within 
my thouzhts , I layed hold of 


an Opinion different from the 
Current, neither w.ts the au- 
thoritie of anciezt Philoſo- 


phcrs, nor their ingenious , 


but unſatisf aftorie 7 reaſon- 


inzs, able to divert my mind 
from that perpetual devoit- 
07 , in which it ſtood to the 
lizht of Nature, So now 
what I firſt admired, I now 
affected » yea, that Love, 
which hath no weapons but 


fierie rayes, itrook my ſoul in- 


i0 
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to a flame , to enter into the 
moſt ſecret and ſacred rooms 


of Nature. 
But I was long in a ſuſpen- 


} 


ſerve Diſpute with my ſelf, | 
whether it were my dutie to | 


communicate to you, the Stu- 
dents of Philoſophie , thoſe 
ſecrets I have found, ſuſpi- 
cious leſt it might prove a 
diſguſt to you , a danger to 
my ſelf', for rm E xpe- 
rience the beſt Counſellour 
to 2ive me warning to be 
wiſe by the folly of others , 
and to learn to ſtand by their 
falls, for I alwayes was mu- 
fins how many had wrackt 


their credit by ſcriblinz, hey 
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our modern Wits ave cloſe in 
their commenadations , but 
laviſh enough in their detra- 
tion of other mens labours, 
how attempting their ſouls 
are in fancying and foſter- 
ing follies , how obſtinate in 
the retaining 4 conceived 
Truth , yea, 1 conſidered it 
w4s not onely a project of dif- 
ficultie , but alſo of 'danger, 
to pull up a received and 
an acknowledged Opinion , 
and to implant a new and 
divers. 

But in this Conflict , (Ye 
moſt ingenious Aſſertours of 
Natural Lieht ) the wvittorte 
fell upon the love of you , and 

of 


The Epiſtle. 
of Truth, ſo that I was de- 
termined, that ſince thoſe 
had been the Motives to the 
Di{quiſition of theſe Truths, 
they ſhould alſo be the Incen- 
tives 10 their publication. 
Tet let me have this Booy 
granted , that if". you wilt be 
competent or juſt Fudges, 


let not the ſwoln names of 
Plato, Ariſtotle, and of any 
other prime Philoſophers , be 
ſummoned 4s convitting wit- 
neſſes ;, or empannell d as a 
condemning Fury , but lay 


alide their nominal , thoug 


ſeemingly real authority, and 
bind not your ſouls to a con- 
'tinued credulity of their po- 

| ſit 10Ns; 
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ſitions;, but preſerve your 


| Souls free ro ny elves. 


In the reading of the 
learned Monnments of form- 
er Ages”, let not the pepular 
fancy of their . geweral Ap- 
planſe ; bervitch you into 4 


' blind Belief of all their No- 


1107's, - Far be it from me to 
ſtain their Crcait, or detract 
from their Learning , who 
alwayes had exhibited by me 
almoſt a Divine Adoration, 
there is no earthly Zlory COmMm- 
petible to theirs : they were 
the Men that firſt took in- 
fant Philoſophie into their 
arms, and nouijhed it upto 
ſo incredible a flrength and 


fa 
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ſtature , that thoſe lofty ſouls 
ſeemed to have cut off from | 
ſucceeding Ages, the hope 
of an Addition to their La- ' 


rs, avdio an advance- 
ment of Learning. 


Tet as for the deep ſearch | 


of the winding creeks of Na- 
ture, and for the exquiſite 
knowledge of her concealed 
Myſteries , the growing Age 
of Philoſophie , even intts 
own judgement, did not com- 
prehend them , theſe were 
brought forth by the fertile 
Brains of future Times, they 
brought to light Obſcarities, 
they poliſh'd roug-hewn prin- 
eiples , they propt up perple- 
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xitices. So did Knowledge 


, get its accompliſhment by 


Age, and Truth tts perfedts- 
on by Time , which demon- 
ſtrates the vigour of our pre- 


F ſent years, and that the num- 


ber of things we know , us 
far leſs than of thoſe of which 
we are 1gnorant. 

Philoſophy « not like 2 
Garment , as that age ſbould 
wear it or worſe it , and they 
that pretend a gray head to 
their errours, by this ſetk 
not ſo. much to patronige it, 
45 10 diſcredit it. 

Forbear I beſeech you , by 
an tnadviſed cenſure, to con- 
demn me without plea , if 1 

ſhall 


"The Fpiſtle, 


fhall ſeem to unſettle-the boun- * 
aaries of Philoſophy , be not, 
angry, and atcuſe me as [4- 
crilegious , but conſider whe- 
ther I do not aym at their 
ſettlement rather than other= 
wiſe © whether I do: 108 ra- 
ther confirm than weaken her 
priviledzes **' whether 1. do 
not rather honoar than im- 
payr her Royalty? upon which 
| Wn 1. hope She will , as 

y way of requital , 10t deny 
me her aſsiſtance, as a buzk- 
ler agamft the deluſions uf. 
Sophiſters, and a breaſt-plate 
a7ainſt' the exviroued darts 
of either Entuy or Ignorance. + 


Theſe Beaſts will bark; 1he” 


firſt ; 


The Epiſtle: 
*Þ- frfepining ut another: good, 


the ſecond. raging in its own 
. Clouds , both break into the 
* cultivated Gardens of Fnow-. 
þ ledge ,. and the delightfull 
$ paradiſe of Philoſophy , and 
3 either ſnip or blaſt the endea-. 
' ours of a more fortunate Ge- 


 nits. Theſe to no part | 


® ſtrive to ſtop my courſe by 


; their frights, 1 am ſeated a-. 


' bove their higheſt reach; as 
* long a5 1 cat ſee the Deity of 
«. Truth, under her patronage X 

4 walk, 1work ſecure. Onely 
: beyou Foils to accept theſe 
ſprinklings of my retirement, 
”. mith the ſame ſoul it © pre- 
ſented, if any thing ſeemin 
; , # 
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The Epiſtle. 
i to difrelliſh , deal fo gent- 
ly as that yow may ſeem ra- 
ther not to comply, than 
wholly to refuſe. 7 ſhall in 
the imterim reach my end, if 
my pains ſhall cauſe you to 
fall npon —of attempts 
rel better fucceſs. 
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Reſtitutz. 
OR, | 
A Summary of the Phyſicks 
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« Recovered, 
k 


THE FiRsT RULE. 


neſs, the radical Prin- 
ciple of all things,. 
M whoſe Eſſence is 
wary ra... incomprehevfible 
| Light his er, Omnipotency 3 
whoſe beck is an abſoluce at. He 
thar dives deeper, is ſwallowed up in 
a trance and filence, and is loſt m 
the abyſs of unfathomed glory. , 
2. Moſt vi the Ancienrs concei- 
ved the world from ererniry to have 
been figured in its ASI and 
Ori» 
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niverſe he was a book rowld upin 
himfclf, giving light onely to him- 
ſelf; bur, 2s it were, travailing with 
the hirth of the world , he untolded 
himſelf, and that work which lay hid 
in the womb of his own mind , was 
manifeſted by extending it to view, 
and fo brought forth the 1de2!- 
world, as irwcre in the tranſcript of 
that divine Original , into an actual 
and waterial world. This is hinted 
In Pi- by Triſgmegiſt, when he ſays, That 
mens of changed his forms and that all 
things were in a ſudden revealed and 
brought 10 light» For the world is 
nothing elſe bur the diſcloſed image 
of an occult Deity. This beginning 
of the world the Ancients ſeem to 
have denoted by the birth of their 
Pallas , out cf the brain of their Z«- 
pitcr, by the Mid-wiffery of Vulcan, 
thar is, by the help of divine fire or 

light. 
3. Theeternal Parent of all things, 
not leſs wiſe in governing, than pow-. 
erfullin creating, did fo orderly diſ- 
poſe the whole organical frame of 
the world, that the higheſt are ſo in- 
. termi Xe 


Original, which is God, whois all | 
Light: before the Creation of the U- 


=. 
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termixt with the loweſt , and the 
a loweſt interchangeably and incon- 
IS fuſedly with the higheſt,and have an 
Analogical likeneſs , fo that the cx- 
treams of the whole work by aſecret 
bond, have a faſt coherence between 
themſelves through inlenfible F2e4:- 
ums, and all things do freely com- 
bine in an obedience to their Su- 
picam Ruler, and to the benefir of 


6 RR. OR. 
. -w” 


f the inferiour Nacure , onely being 

il lubje tu a diſſolurion art the will of 

d him who gave them their conſtitu- 

it tion. Wherefore it is well ſaid of 

lt ' Hermes, That whatſo:wy 1s below, InSma- 
d bath an afiimulation to ſomewhat a- 798:Tab 
is ' boue. 

pe He that transfers the ſovereign 

ng , Order of the Univerſe to any Nature 

ro , diverſe from the Nature of God, de- 

cir mes a God. For it cannot be juſt ro 

- conceive any other uncreated Deity 

Mm, of Naoure, as the Cauſe of «t O- 

or duction or conſervation of the feve- 


ral Individuals of this large frame of 
g5, the world, beſides thar ſpirit of the 
w- | divine Worker,which lay upon thoſe 
Jiſ- ; firſt waters, and brought forth the 

ſeeds of all things, confuſedly rowld 
in- ;, in the fuſt Chaos, from their power 
ixe | B 2 into 
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into at, and wheeling them by a 
perpetual alteration, doth mannage 
them Geometrically by compotiti- 
on and refolution. - 

$5. He that knows not the ſoul of 
the world to be that Spirit, the 
Creatrour and Governour of the 
World, by its continued infuſion, of 
its breathing upon the works of na- 
rure, and by irs enlarged diffuſion 
through all things , giving to all 
things a fer, bur ſecret motion ac- 
cording to their kind : he is wholly 
an Ienaro of the laws of the Univer'e, 
for he that creared , cannot bur aſ- 
ſume the power of ruling what is 
created, and it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that all things have their crea- 
rion,generation and conſervation by 
the ſame Spirit. { 

6. Norwithſtanding this , he that 
ſhall grant Nature the honour of be- 
ing the ſecond univerſal Cauſe at- 
rending on the fuſt, and as it were. 
an inſtryment moved by ir, and of 
giving, according to a material or- 
der, an immediate morion to 
thing m the world, will nor ſpeak 


whar difagrees with the opinion of | 


Philoſophers or Divines , who call 
thar 
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that Natura naturans : 3. Nature gi- 
ving nature: this, Natura naturata, 
Nature made nature. 

7. He thar is verſt in the ſecrets 
of Nature, will acknowledge this ſe- 
cond Nature the attendant of the 
firſt, to be the ſpirit of the Univerſc, 
or the quickening virtue of that lighr 
created in the beginning, and con- 


| rracted into the body of the Sun,and 


endowed with an hidden fxcundiry. 
Zoroaſtcr and Heraclit called this T 
Spirit of Fire , the myiſtule Fire, the 
Soul of the world. 

8. The order of Nature is nothing 
elſe than a large Row! of the erernal 
Laws, which being Enacted by the 
higheſt Sovereign , and Recarded 
and written in various leaves to in- 
numerable people of a various na- 
rure, by the auſpicious power of 
which Laws , the trame of the Uni- 
verſe doth accompliſh its morions, 
life and death always attrending on 
the margins of the laſt Volume, and 
the other ſpaces being taken up by 
alcernal morions. 

9. The world is as it were a Smiths- 
work made orbicular , rhe links of 
the chain enclaſping it, cach che 

B 3 o:her 
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Other, are the parts of the world, 
Nature as it were depured to fit in 
the middle, always prefent, and ever 
working,continually repairsthe chan- 
gc5 and morions of all things. 

10. The whole world, as it hath 
its conſtirution from a three-fold 
Naturc, ſo hath ir irs diſtinfion into 


a three- fold Region , 1%. The Su- * 


per-celeſtial, the Celeſtial, the Su9-cr- 
leftia!. The Sper celeſtial is thar 
which is otherwiſe termed the Intel- 
ltzible, it is alrogether ſpiritual and 
immor:al,having the neateit approch 
to the Divine Majeſty. The Cclc- 
ftial is ſeated inthe middle , which 
having allotred to her the portion of 
the moſt perfet bodies, and being 
repleniſhed with ſpirits , doth pour 


out by the conveyance of ſpiritual 


channels, numberleſs «fficacics and 
vital breathings, not enduring a cor- 
ruption, onely having attained its 
perio1 ſabjett ro change. Laſtly, 
the Sub-crleſtial, or Elementary Re- 


gion, hath irs affignment in the low- - 


eſt portion of the world. This being 
whollyof a corporeal nature,doth en- 
Joy ſpiricual g'frs and benefits, (the 
chief of which is in life) by loan 
onely, ; 


Reiitute. 


one!y, and vpon requeſt, being as it 
were rorepay Heaven for it. In the 
boſom of this Region there isno ge- 
n*ration without corruption,no birth 
withou: death. 

11. It is enafted and ſetled by the 
Laws of the Creation , thar the low- 
eſt things ſhon!d immediarely be 
ſubſervient ro the middle, the mid- 
dle ro thoſe above , rheſe to the Su- 
pream Rulers beck. This is the Sym- 
metry, the order of the whole Uni- 
verſe. 

12. Iris the excepred priviledge 
alone of the Creatour, as he crea- 
red all things according as he plea- 
ſed out of nothing, ſo roreduce what 
he hath created into nothing : for 
whatſoever being or ſubſtance hath 
an impreſs from him, cannot deny 
ſubjection to him , bur is prohibited 
by Narnres law, to retnen to a Non- 
Entity. Therefore Tr:/megiſt did tru- 
ly aſſert, That nothizg in the world 
doth die , but paſs int» a chang: for 
mixt bodies have their compoſition 

from the Elements, which by natures 
roraricn are again reſolved into rhe 
Elements. 
B 4 Hence 
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Lacret. Wen. 15 this ſequel, that by Natuits 


Nite 2» 


coſt 
Al's clotb'd with what's its 0gn, no- 
thing 4 loſt. 
13. The Philoſphers did believe 
a firſt matter to be of an elder birth 
to the Elements , but this as it was 
but ſcarce apprehended by them, fo 
was it as briefly , and as it were in 
the clouds, and obſcurely handled 
by them, they made it void of qua- 
lities and accidents, yet the fuſt tub- 
jet of them without quantity, yet 
by which all things have their di- 
menſions, endowed with ſimplicity, 


yer capable of contrarics , without : 


the reach of ſenfible knowledge, yer 
the baſis of ſenſibles, drawn out 
through all places, yer unperceive- 
able covetous cf all forms, tenaciuus 
of none, the root of all bodies, "yer 
not ſcnſible but conceiveable, onely 


by an at of the intelle(t : laſtly,no- + 


thing ina, all chings in aptirude. 
So have they laid a fancy for the 
foundation of nature. 


14. Ariſtotle more wary , though , 


he bclieved the eternity ofthe world, ) 


yet hinted a certain firſt and univer- 
ſal matter. In the diſcuſſion of "_ 
e 
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he uſed ſobriety and ambiguity , al- 
waycs avo:ding its creeks and pcr- 
plexiries , fo thar he opined it ber- 
tcr ro conceive * cne infeparable * op, 
matter of all things , which yer hath 5+ {+3 
a rcſpettive difference, from which, page 
the firſt bodies with the reſt , which ;;,;:w. 
are under ſenſe , have their ſubliſt- 
ences thar rhis is the fuſt principle of 
them , and nor to be ſeparated from 
them, F bur always zoyned with are- +4 Cap.r 
pugnancie, always ſubject ro contra & 2.de 
cics , from which the Elements are 77" © 
p: oduced. --: 
15. The Plwloſopher had heen 
righter, if he had aſlkerted that firſt 
matter free from the conflict of Con- 
"aries, and dilengaged from rhat 
pretended repugnancy , fince there 
15 RO contrariety inherent in the ve- 
ry Elements, but what is therelulc 
of the intention of their qualities, as 
we are informed by the daily expe- 
rience of fire and water , in which, 
whatſoever oppoſition there is, ari- 
ſeth frem the heightening of theis 
qualities. But im the proper and trae 
Elements , which couple in the ge- 
neration of mixt bodies , thoſe que» 
lities which are in a remiſs degree in 
Bs them, 
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them , are not repugnant each to o- 
ther : for their temperature doth not 
a1{mira contrariety. 
D.Sz- 16. Thates, Heraclitus, and Heſto- 
riis Phi 44 accounted water the firſt matter 
to's:7:- of all things, towhoſe opinion the 
mer Writer of the holy G-refrs ſeems to 
conſent: This they call an 4%z/+ and 
w'aier, by which 1 guets they uncer- 
ſtood not our ordinary water, but a 
kind of fume, or n.oilt and dark va- 
pour , roaving here and there, and 
driven inan uncerta n motion with- 
out any certain order. 

17. I am not at preſentable to 
lay down any poſitive determination 
concerning that fuſt Principle of 
things, fince it being created inthe 
dark, conld never by mans invention 
be brought to light, therefore what- 


Divines do opine , whether thete 
things are ſoor no, the Anthour of 
Nature alone knows , therefore par- 
don is to be allowed ro him that in. 
dark Dottrines hits what is moſt 
likely. 

18, Some of the Rabbines apree- } 
Ing, conceived an ancient, bur ob- 
ſcare and inexpreſlible principle, the 

Mat» * 


ſoever the troup of Philoſophers and : 
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matter of all improperiy called H/ , 
which is more properly rermed nor 
ſo much a body,as a large ſhadow,not 
a thing, but a duſky image of a thing, 
or the ſmoaky appearance of an En- 
tity, a moſt dark night, 4 covert of 
clouds , actually a!l nothing, poren- 
rially all things which cannor be 
found bur in fancie, and underſtood 
ina dream. Our imagination cannot 
exhibit to us this doubrfull princi- 
ple, this depth of darkneſs, no more 
than cur ralk can through the ears 
imprint the knowledge of the Sun 
into a man that was born blind. 

19. The fame men had an opinion 
that God brought forth and created 
rhe neareſt approching matter of the 
Elements and the World ,to wit,that 
dark, formleſs, and indigeſted Abyls 
our of that fartheſt Principle: the 
Scripture calls this Maſs ſometimes 
Earth void aud emptie, fomerimes 
Irater5,although actually it were net- 
ther , yet potentially and by way of 
alſignment,it was both : we may give 
a propable gueſs that it was nor un- 
like to a dark ſmoak or vapour, in 
which was cloſed a ſtupifying ſpicir 
of cold and 41rkneſs, 

20, The 
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20: The diviſion of the higher wa- 
rcrs from the lower,expreſlcd in Ge- 
reſis, Ceems ro be done by the ſeve- 
ring the ſubtile from the thick, and 
as it were a thin ſpirit from thar 
ſmoaky body 3 there was necdfull 
therefore of that lightſom ſpirir pro- 
ceeding from the Word of God. For 
light, which is a fiery ſpirit, by fepa- 
rating things of a diverſe nature, did 
drive down the thicker darkneſs from 
the nea:eſt and higheſt Region, and 
uniting the matter of one and the 
fame kand,being of a thin and a more 
ſpiritual ſubſtance, inflamed it as an 
mnquencheable oyl, to burn before 
the Throne of the Divine Majeſty. 
This is the Empyrean Heaven, ſeared 
berween the Intellefual and Mate- 
rial heaven, as the Horizon and Fi- 
nitor of each , receiving ſpiritual en- 
dowments from that above, and de- 
riving them down to the inferiour 
adjoyning middle heaven. 

21. Reaſon required that this dark 
Abyſs, or next matter of the World, 
ſhould be watry and moiſt, that ir 
be the better ſubjeR to be attenua- 
ted, and that by this flux of the mat- 
ter by attenuation, the whole _ 
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of the Heavens and ef the reſt of the 
Fabrick,might fue forth, and might 
be laid our in a continuons body. 
For ic js the property of moiſture to 
flow,and the conrinuity of every bo- 
dy is the effec of the moiſture of ir. 
For moiſture is the glue and joyndt- 
ure of Elements and bodies. But 
fire ating upon moiſture by hear, 
doth rarifie , for hear is the inftr- 
ment of fire,by which ir doth a& rwo 
oppofite works by one and the ſame 
labour , ſeparating the moiſt narure 
from the earthy, & by rarifying thar, 
condenſeth this : So that by the ſe- 
paration of the things of a diverſe, 
proceeds a congreganion of rhings of 
the ſame nature. By this firſt prin- 
ciple of Chymiſtry , the uncreared 
ſpirit the artifex of the world, did 

iſtinguiſh the confuſed natures of 
things. 

22. The Architeftonique Spirit 
of the world began the work of Cre- 
ation from rwo univerſal principles 3 
the one formal, the other material, 
for otherwiſe what is the meaning of 
the words of the Prophet,G:7.1.God 
created the Heaven and the Earth? &c- 
unleſs that in the beginning = the 

noſe 
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information of the matter, he diſtin- . 


guiſhed ir into two Chief principles, 
a formal and a material Heaven and 
Earth 5 by the word Earth , is to be 
underſtood thar dark, and as yet un- 


ſhaped maſs of the waters and Abyls, * | 


as is apparent by the ſublequent 
words , ( The Earth was 10d and 
without form , and darkn'fs was upm 
the face of the depth, &c.) which the 
Crearour did ſhut im and compriſe 
within the higheſt, to wit,the Emry- 
rean Heaven, which is Natures fuſt 
formal, rhough fartheſt principle. 

23. For the Spiritof God, which 
is the brightneſs of che Deity, being 
poured our upon the Waters,that 15, 
upon the moiſt and large ſurface of 
thedepths, in the very moment of 
creation , light preſently broke up, 


- 


-- 


which in the twinkling of the eye, ' 


ſurprized the higheſt and more ſub- 
tile part of the matter , and encom - 


paſſed it as it were with a fringe, and ' 


border of lighr, as that lightening is 
which is darted from the Eaſt tro the 
Welt, or like a flame which fires the 
ſmoak. So was the birth of the firſt 
day, butthe lower portion of dark- 
Les cevoid of lighr,continued night, 


and | 


a” 


_— 
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and fo the darkneſs had its diviſion . 
inco day and night. . 

24. Concerning that firſt Heaven, 
that formal Principle, 1t is not decla- 
red to have been void, empty , and 
wrapt in darkneſs , which is a ſufhci- 
en: evidence,that that Heaven which 
was firſt ſpread out, was forthwith 
ſevercd by the light from the ſubja- 
cent dark Maſs, by reaſon of the 
nearneſs of the Glory and Majeſty of 
God, and the preſence of that light- 
ſom Spirit flowing from it. 

25. There was therefore in the 
beginning two Principles of all 
things created, one full of light, and 
bordering upon the ſpiritual Nature, 
the other wholly corporeal and dark; 
the firſt, chat ir might be the Princi- 
pl: of motion, light, and heat 3 the 
tecond , of a drowhie, dark, and cold 
being: the firſt ative and maſculine, 
the other the paſhve and feminine 
Principle. On the part of the for» 
mer comes a morion in the Elemen- 
rary world to Generation , from 
whence proceeds life 3 from t'1e 0- 
rher part comes the motion to corru- 
ption,the principle of death. So thar 
is che double fringe or border of the 
lower world. 26.Bur 


16 


Enchyridion Phyſice 


26. Bur becauſe Love is exten- 
ſive,and afts withour from ir ſelf, rhe 
Divine Nature impatient of its folj- 
rude, and taken with its own beauty 
in the light already creared, as ina 
Mirrour , and earneſtly defxous to 
enlarge ir,and to multiply his image, 
commanded that light ro be extend- 
ed and propagared. Then the lighr, 
the fiery ſpirit ifſuing from the Di- 
vine underſtanding, and 1o»ling ir 
felf in a Circulation , began to work 
upon the neareſt darknels, and ha- 
ving prevailed upon it , an? funk 1: 
down towards the Centre, and there 


ſprung forth the ſecond day, and F 


there was ſeen the ſecond mantion | 
of lighr, or the ſeconq Heaven, com - 
prrzng all the airy Region, in whoſe 
higher Region are fo many Torches 
kindled and ſcattered : In the lower 
are ſeated the ſeven wandering Stars . 
according to their order, that they 
mighr,as ſo many Preſidents and Ru- 
lers, give orders by their light , mo- 
tion aud influence to the ſubjacenr 
Nature. 
27. And leaſt any thing ſhould be 
defettive in this great work, already 
drawn out in the mind of God, tte 
ſame | 
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ſame Spirir by his glittering and fie« 
ry ſword beat off the banded dark- 
neſs, and that ſhade chart tay under 
him,and thruſt it down into the Cen- 
tre of the Abyſs , ſothe loweſt part 
of the Heavens was enlightened , 
which we rightly rerm Ar , or the 
loweft Heavens : Then was the third 
day. Bur the darkneſs which at firft 
did overcaſt the whole face of the 
Aby(s, being thruſt down by the fu- 
pervening light into the loweſt Re- 
gion, was ({o thickened by reaſon of 
the ſtraitnels of the room, and the 
bindiag force of the Cold, that ir 


. palled intva huge maſs of a watry 


Natwe, the Kernel and Centre of 
the whole workmanſhip, as it were 4 
dale and heap of darkneſs, being 
poiz'd in the middeſt of the waters, 
and bound up of the dregs and thick 
matrer of the _ into a firm and 
dark body of earth. Afrer this, up- 
on the driving of the Spirit, the wa- 


* ters fled from the ſurface of the 


earth , caſting themſelves abour the 
borders of it, and there appeared 
drie land, that ir mighr produce al- 
moſt an infinite number of ſeveral 
ſorts of Planrs, and receive as gueſts 

fe) 
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ſo many kinds of creatures, eſpecial- 
oy Man the lord of all, and provide to 
them food , and to man a plenrifal! 
ſufficiency of all convenienciet. The 
Exrth therefore and the Water made 
one Globe, by reaſon of whote thick- 
neſs, the ſhadow, the image of the 
dark Abyſs, doth continually befer 
the whole Region of the Air border- 
ing upon it, and oppoſite to the Sun, 
for ir ſhuns and flies the aſlayling 
light, and fo in the aſlault is upon a 
continual retrear. 

28. That Light , which upon the 


- 


neſs, had ſeized upon and ſpread it . 


ſelf upon the parts of the Abyſs, ir 
ſeemed beſt to the great Creatour to 
contradt into thar moſt reſplendent 
andilluſtrious for quantity and qua- 


-lity, for bigneſs and beauty , that 


Globe of the Sun, that as the Lighe 
was more narrowly pent, ſo it might 
be more efficactouſly powerfull, and 
might dart its beams with more vi- 
gour, asalſo that the created Light, 
the neareſt approching narure ro the 


divine glory, proceeding from an un- 


created unity,might through irs uni- | 


ty be poured our upon the creatures. - 
29, From 
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a 29. From this glorious lamp of the 
tO world doall the other bodies hor- : 
full row light; for that dark ſhade which 
The we ſenſibly perceive in the Globe of 
ade the Moon, by reaſon of the neigh- 
ick-  houring earth, and the extenſion of 
the her ſhadow, we may credibly gueſs 
efet. thelike to be inthe other globous 
det= bodies, though not perceivable by 
un, reaſonof their diſtance. Indeed the 
ling prime and moſt principal nature of 
ona Afenfibles, the fountain of lighr,oughr 
to be one, from which theſe things 
the | below might receive the breath of 
ak-, life. Whence is that true ſaying of 
dit. the Philoſopher, The Sun and man be- 
» It get man 
r to 30. It was not an improbable aſ- 
ent fertion of ſomeof the Philoſophers, 
[Ud- That the ſoul of th? World was in the 
hat Sun, and the Sun in the Centre of t"e 
ghr whole. For the conſideration of e- 
ghr uity and nature ſeem to require, 
nd Tos the body of the Sun ſhould have 
vi- anequal diſtance from the fountain 
hr, andriſeof created Light, to wit, the 
the Empyrean Heaven, and from the dark 
un-' Centre the Earth, which are the cx- 
N- , treamsofthe whole Fabrick, where- 
ES. by this lamp of the worldzas a _— 
VMm 4- 
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Nature and Joyner of both Ex- |, 
rreams , might have its ſcice inthe ' 
middle , that ir may the more 
commodiouſly receive the rich trea-* ; 
ſuries of all powers from the chief 
Spring,and upon a like diſtance con- 

| vey themtothings below. ; 
31. Before the Contrattion of this ' 
tight into the body of the Sun, the 
earth ſpent an idle time in its ſoli- 
rude, looking for a male , that bc ing . 
impregnated by his copulation, it 
might bring forth all forts of crea- 
tures , for as yer it had been deliver- 
ed onely of abertives and Embryoes, 
to wit, of Vegetables onely. For the 
bran and =_ hear - that So——_— 
ighr , could nor get the conqueſt © 
that moiſt and cold matter , nor put 
forth ics virtue in any higher aftings. 
32. From the light therefore the; 

Elements, as well as the fuſt matrer, 
had their information, and fo atrain- 
ed a joynrt nature of light, and by 
kindred a faſt friendſhip berwixt 
themſelves, nor according to the «£5 
vulgar opinion, an hatred and quar-j q 
re!z they embrace each the other «, 
with a common bond of friendſhip, «, 
that they may joyn themſelyes = 

t 
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; the making up of ſeveral mixed bo- 
*, dicg,according to their ſeveral kinds. 


Bur the light of the Sun being of a 
far greater power than this former , 

- Form of all forms, or the Uni- 
verſal form which doth convey all 
natural forms in the work of gene- 


,.. ration, into the diſpoſed matrer and 
ſeeds of things. For every particular 


nature hath within it a ſpark of lighr, 
whoſe beans do in a ſecret miner at- 


+ tend with an ative & motive power. 


33. It was necellary that the 
entire portion of the fuſt matrer, 
allotred to rhis lower Region,as well 
as the Elements who did flow from 
it, ſhould be ſcaſoned from the be- 
ginning with a light tinure of thac 
firſt Light , whereby they mighe be 
the better firted ro receive thar 
greater and more powerfull light in 


+ the information of mixt bodies So 


fire with fire, water with warer, li 
with light being homogenc0u65 bodies, 
have a perfett union. 

34.From thie fight & efficacy of the 


Sun, we may inferre thar he 13 in the 


! ſtead of an heart ro the Univerſe, for 


from him is life derived to all parrs, 
for light is the Chaciot of life , eos 
the 
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the fountain and next caute, and the 


ſouls of creatures arc the beams of 


that heavenly ligh:, which do breath 
life into them, e xempting onely the 


£ 


ſoul of man,which is a ray of the Su, 


per-celeſtial and uncreated Light. 
35. God hath imprinted in the 
Sun a thre: fold image of his Divini- 
ty, the firſt in his unity , for Nature 
cannot away with a multiplicity of 
Sons, no more than the Deity can 


with a plurality of Gods, thar lo one 


may be the ſpring of all. Secondly, 
in its Trinity, or his threefold office. 


LL 
|. 


For the Sun , as Gods Vicegerent, 


doth diſpenſe all the benefits of Na- 


CET 


ture by light, m-tion,and hear: from 
hence is life , which is the ſupream 


and moſt accompliſhr act of Nature 


in this world, beyond which can- ; 
noe go, unleſs backward. Burt from ' 


Lightand Motion iſſues hear, as the 
third in the Trinity proceeds from 
the firſt and the ſecond Perſon. Laſt- 


ly God , who is the Eternal Light, ' 


{ 
4 


, 
» 
F 


Infinite , Incomprehenſible, could | 
expreſs and demonſtrate himſelf ro | 


the world onely by light. Let none 
therefore wonder , why the Erernal 


ter 
his 
Wi 
ha 
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ing 
of | 


ola 
be; 


the 
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Sun did beautifie that moſt excel- } and 


lent 


he 
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tent draught cf himſelf, which was 
his own making, that heavenly Sun 
witch fo grear endowments,four in him 
hath he pitcht his pavilion. 

254. The Sun js a tranſparent Mir- 
rour cfthe Divine Glory, which be- 


' ing ſeared above the ſenſe & ſtrength 
' of naaterial creatures, did frame this 


olaſs, ty whole reſplendency the 


' beams othis Eternal Light might be 
' commun:cated by refleftion to all 


his works , and fo ſhould by this re- 


' flettion be rendered diſcernable. 


For it is keyond the capacity of any 


+ mortal to have any immediate view 


of that Divine Light. This is the 
Royal eye of the Divinity which 
dcth conferre by his preſence, life, 
and liberty ro his ſuppliants. 

37. The laſt work of this Grear 


{ Woatker, and as it were the coro!- 


lary and ſhurting of all , man enters 
a Summary of the Worlds Fabrick, 
a ſmall draught of the Divine' Na- 


! ture. The Creatour deferred his 


making to a patt of the ſixth Light, 


! and the laſt of all his working, thar 


e , the rich Furniture of Nature , and 
all endowments of things both above 


and below,might bring their conflu- 
Ence 


I 


q 
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ence to the humane nature as to an-. 
other Pandora. Thus the things of» 
the world being ordered , man want- 


ed onely to be annexed as the per-. 


feftion of all 5 —_ nature, | 
being now ſtrengthened by a va-j 
rious light , might bring into his 
perfet remperature more refined! 
Elements, and that there might be! 
the beſt Clay for the forming of ſo 
exquiſite a Veſſel. Yea, the lower. 
Globe and the inhabitanrs of ir did 
require ſuch a Governour, leſt other- 
wiſe they mightrefuſe his Rule. 


38 Upon the ſixth day from the) 


Creation , the third day of the Suns; 
riſing , did man riſe out of the Earth: ' 
by the time of his produttion,and the: 
number of the days is ſhadowed: 
forth a great myſterie. For as upon: 


| the fourth day of the Creation 6+ 


whole -light of the Heaven was ga- 
thered into the ſingle bodie of the 
Sun", and on the third day from the 


. making of the Sun, which was the : 


fixth day from the beginning of the | 
Creation, the Clay of the Earth re- 
ceived the breath of life , and was 
formed into a living man the image 
of God : So on the fourth Millenary 
day 
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day from the beginning of the world . 
the uncreated Sun , v:3- the Divine 
Natare , infinite and never before 


' - comprehended within any bounds , 


was willing to be comprized , and in 

a manner ſhuc into the cage of an hu-. 
mane bodie. Upon the third day or 
millenarie (for a thouſand years with 
God are but as one day ) after the 
firſt riſing of thar Sun, and abour 
the end of the fixth day, to wit , of 
the nullenarie from the Creation, 
ſhall fall our the glorious Reſurreti- 
on of the Humane Nature in the fe- 


' cond coming of that ſupream Judge, 


which was alſo prafignified to us by 
his bleſſed Reſurretion on the third 
day. So did the Prophet in his Ge- 
neſts roul up the ſecret age and de- 
ſtinie of the world. 

39 Although the Almightie, ac- 
cording to his pleaſure , creared the 
World,yet could have brought it out 


! of darkneſs into light ( if his will had 
; ſobeen) ina momenrt,and by a beck: 


for he ſaid,and it was ſo. Yet the or- 


' der of Creation of principles, and 


ſucceſſively of rhe narures according 
to theic rimes, was fer in the mind of 


God, which order , rather than the 
C work 
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work it {elf of Creation . that ſacred 
Philoſopher leems to deſcribe in his 
Genciis. 

40 There ſeems to have heen m 


the keginning a threefold way of the } 
information of the firſt muirtter. For | 


in wh.t portion of the matrer there 
was an irrational hghr!ſom form, and 
wichour proportion above thereſt, as 
in the Empyrcan heaven , where the 
lighr firſt. terzed upon the matter, 
then the form having as it were an ' 
infmire vircue,did ſwallow up its mat» | 

ter, and tranſlated it into a nature al- 

moſt {piritual and free from any acci- 
- dent- 
41 Eut where the virtues cf the + 
form and matter did meet in an equal « 

poyz and a juſt equallitic, according 
to which , the atherial heaven, and ! 

the celeſtial} bodies are. informed, ; 
there the attion of the light, whole! 
force in ating is of grearcſt jpower, + 
did procccd lo far, thar iy did reſcue 
its matrer from all original blemiſhes, ; 
as allo trom the loathfonr infe&t:on of! 
corruprion after a wonderfull forty; 
by illumination and atrenuation, ard 
this js to be accounted as a truly per- 

ict information. ; 

42 The 
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42 The third way of informing 
he matter is, in which a weaker tc rm 
remains, as ir ofren happens, though 
after divers ways in this our Elemen- 
tarie region, in which the appetite of 
the matter, which is an evidence of. 
weakneſs and imperfection, Iuxuria- 
ting,and laviſhly ſpringing in its baf's 
and roor, cannot be ſufficiently fatis= 
fied, by the reaſon of its remo;ion and 
diſtance from its former principle, 
neithcr can this weakneſs be cured. 
Heiice the matrer not being fully 12- 
tormed according to its defire, lan- 
evifhcrh under the defirc of a new 
iorm, which having arrained , it doth 
kiing to ity, as tors husband , the 
dowiien large wardrobe of corruprti- 
on avd faults. This fullen, perverſe 
viangling aud inconſtant matrer , 
dorh always burn for new beds, grec- 
dily wooing all forms which it loags 
for if atienr, hates4it preſent. 

43 By which it iz evident,that the 
lcaven of a)teration and corruption. 
and at length the fatal venom of 
death do happen , nor from the re» 
pugnancie of qualities, but from an 
infected Matrix, and from the men- 
ſiruous poylon of a dark marter, and 
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this cauſeth ir ſo-to fall our both in 
elements and in the mixt bodics of 
this lower region : becou'c the form 
weakened ard iniutticicnt by 1's de- 
flewer rand imperfection, aud being 
not of a ;uit poiz and atlize,could nor 
purge it our in 1ts firſt and radical 
union. This is confirmed by holy 
Writ, in which we may obſerve our 
firſt Parent was not created accord- 
ing to his matrer immortal, but that 


he might be guarded from the tin- . 


&ture and corruption of the matter, 


and therefore God ſet in Paradiſe a . 


Tree abounding with the fruit of Life, 


which he might make uſe of as his aſ- f 
ſcrrour & guardian from the frailty of : 
his martter,and the bondage of death, * 


from the preſence and vſe of this he 


was ſcqueſtrared after his faral fall, ! 


and final ſentence. 


44 Two there were therefore firſt ! 
principles of Nature , before which | 
were none, afrer which all, to wit the + 
firſt matrer , and irs univerſal form , | 


by the copulation of which itfued 


the Elements as ſecond principles, ; 


which are nothing <clfe_ but the firſt 
matcer diverſly informed; our of the 
mixture of this is made the ſecond 
marrters, 


—_ — 
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matter , which is the neareſt ſubjeR 
of accidents, and doth receive the 
various turns of Generation and 
Corruption. Theſe are tne degrees, 
this the order of the Principles of 
Nature. | 
45+ Thoſe who annex to the Mat- 
ter and Form , a third Principle , 
wiz. Privation, do blaſt Nature with 
a Calumnie , far from whoſe pur- 
poſe it is ro admir a Principle thar 
ſhall go counter to her inrention, 
bur her end in Generation being 
to obtain a Form , to which Pri- 
vation is adverſe , certainly this 
cannot be part of Natures aim: 
They had ſpoken more to the pur- 
poſe , if they had made Love a 
Og of Nature , for the matter 
cing widowed in its form , covers 
eagerly the embracing of a new. 
Bur Privatien is the meer abſence of 
a form , upon which ground the 
honaurable ticle of being a principle 
of Nature, is no way dueto it, hur 
rather to Love, which is a media- 
tour berwixt that which defires, and 
thar which is defired, betwixt what is 
beautifull,and what is deformed, bhe- 
rwixt matter and form. 
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46. Corruption is far nearer than 
Privation to the principic of Genes» 
ration , fimce thar is a motion diſpo- 
ſing the matter to generation by ſuc# 
ceſtive degrees of : Iteration > bur 
Privation acts nothing, is of no work 
m generation , but Corruption doth 
both promove and prepare the mat- 
rer, that it may he put in a capacity 
of receiving the form, and as it were 
a mediatrix , doth att Pander-like, 


that the matrer may the more cafily 


geta ſarisfaction for its luſt, -and by 
his help may the ſooner obrain the 
copulation of a form: Corruption 
thereſore is the inſtrumental and ne- 


cellary cauſe of Generatioa. Eur *' 


Privation is nothing elſe bur a meer 
vacancy cf an attive and formatprin- 


ciple ; and darkneſs was uno the free * 
of th: depths, to wit,ot the uniuforine þ 


edand dark matrer. 

47. The harmony ofthe Univerſe 
contiſts in the diveric and gradual in- 
formation of the mutrer. For from 
the poized mixrure 0; che firſt mat- 
ter and its form , flows buth the dif- 
ference cf the Elements , and of the 
Region of the world, which 1s brief- 
ly, but truly ſer our by Hermes, wn 

ie 
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he ſaid, That whatſoever 1s below, 
hath an aſ$umulation with ſomewhat 
avove. For things above and Lelow, 
were made of the ſame matter and 
form , differencing onely in reſpet 
of their mixture, ſcire and perfecti- 
on, in which the diſtin&icn of the 
parts of the world , and the latitude 
of all Natures, are handled. 

48. We mult believe that the firſt 
matter, afrer it had received intorm- 
ation from the light, and was dt- 
ſtizguiſhed by it into ſeveral things, 
did go wholly our of itſelf, and was 
tranſmitted mto the Elements , and 
that which was compounded by 
them, and was wholly exhauſted in 
the conſurmmarion of the work of the 
Univerſe , fo thar thoſe things which 
were clolecd in her, being brought 
forth, and expoſed to view, ſhe be- 
gan who!ly ro lic hid inthem,and we 
muſt acknowledge it is not to be 
found in a ſeparation from them. 

49. Nature hath lefr vs a ſhadow 
of that ancient conſuſed Mals, or firſt 
miatrer in drie water, not wetting ys 
which rifing our cf thoſe impoit- 
umes of the carth or Lakes, doth 
ſpring forth big with a manifold {ced, 
C 4 being 
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being alſo volatile by reaſon cf ins 
ligh'nefs through irs heat, from 


which being coupled with its male, 


© he that can rake out and ſeparate, 


and joyn again ingeniouſly the in- 


trinſecal Elements , he may well . 


boaſt that he hath gained the moſt 

precious ſecret of Art and Nature 

yea, a Compendium or brief of the 
Heavenly Eſſence. 

50. He that ſearcheth for the ſim- 

le elements of bodies, ſeparated 


—— 


om all mixture, takes a labour in | 
vain , for they are unknown to the | 


moſt piercing judgements of men,for 
our common elements are nor the 
ſimple element, yea, they are inſe- 
parably mixed one with another, 


The Earth, Water, and Air, may be ' 
more truly called the Parts that per- | 
fet and compleat the Univer'e, ra- 
ther than Elements, yer they may - 


be rightly termed the Matrix's of , 
them» ; 


$7. The bodies of Earth, Water, 


and Air, which are ſenſibly diſtia- 
guiſhed by their ſphears, are differ- 
ent from the elements which Nature 
maketh uſe of in the work of Gene- 
ration, and which make up _ bo- 

ies, 


| 
| 


| 
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dies, for theſe in their n.ixture im 
reſpect of their thinneſs, are not di- 
icernable , but aie barr'd from the 
ſcales , until they conjoyn ina con- 
denſed matterand body, 


There never hath a creature veen, apy 


1: boſe prtacaples were to be ſecn : 
Bur thoſe things which fill up the in- 
fcriour Globe of the Univerſe, as too 
thick, impure,and indigeſted, are de- 
barred from the right of perfett ge- 
neration, for they are racher the ſha- 
dows and figures of elements, than 
true Elements. 

$2. Thoſe Elemerrs which form- 
ing Nature makes uſe of in her mix- 
tions,and in making bodies,alrhough 
they are not to be found our before 
mixcion,yet in the finiſhzd work,and 
mthe compleatly mixed body , be- 
cauſe their parts have a correſpond- 
ence j-:0portionable with the parts 
of the world, and have a kind of A- 
nalogie with them,we may call them 
by the ſame names , the more ſolid 
parts, Earthz the moiſter, Water; the 
more ſpiritual, Air the inborn heat, 
Nature's fire the hidden and <flen- 
rial vircues', a man may ſafely term 
Heavenly aud Aſtral Natures, or the 
5 Quint- 
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Qnint-Effence , and fo every mixed | 
body may by this Analogie triumph |; 


ia the title of Ac 0-cofiac. 


53. He that did appoint the firſt 
Elements for the generation of bo- | 
dies, alone knows how out of them to. 


make a!l particulars, and to reſolve 


them,heing made, into them again. ! 

5.4. Let nor them therefore refule * 
the Light, who working about the * 
Elements cf Narme . either in the's 


produttion of ſome body from them, 
or the rcfolution of ſome into them, 


create their own tzouble, tince theſe 


Elements are onely fubj<& ro the 
dominion of Nature , and delivered ' 
ro her onely from their beginning, - 
alrogether unknown ro all our arr, 
and not con paſſible by our endea- 
vonrs. 

$5. The Element of Nature may” 
be termed the moſt ſimple portion; 
of the firſt matrer , diſtinguiſhed by! 
irs peculiar difference and qualities, 
conſtiruting a part of the eflence in 
the material compoſition of mix: 
bodies. | 

$6. By the Elements of Nature, 
are denoted the material principles, 
of which ſome have a greater __ 
and 
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and perfection than others, accor !- 
m2tochcercater Power 4 41 Viirne 
ol that form thar gives the comple ure 
ment. They are 10r the mott part 
eiltingſhed according ro them tas 
iy or dentitys fo that moe Tit are 
cre ti, and 2ppioc?! 1447 7A A 
ſpiritual lybitance, arc i!:c4c40e the 
more P-.re and light, an to are the 
more it tor. morion and ton, 
$*. Upoarhis ground it was thar 
reverend Antiquity &:d teign , tar 
the whole Empire of the world was 
Givided berween thic three Brothicrs, 
the Sons of $2477 as coheirs, be- 
cauſe ir acknowicdged onely rhree 
Elementary Natures, cr rather three 
parts of the Univerſe. For by 7Zupt- 
ter, the Omnipo:ent,who ſhared hea- 
ven as his portion, armed wirh his 
rieble-da Timnder-b-lt, ſupe- 
rjour to the reſt of the brothers,what 
did thoſe proieflours of myſteries 
underſtand, bur that the Heavens, be- 
ing the Region of heavenly hodies, 
do aflume a priviledge of Sovereign- 
ty over theſe inferiour beings. Bur 
they placed 7u70, wife to Zuoviter, 
rv przfide over the loweſt Region of 
the Heaven, or our Air, becaute rhis 
Region 
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Region troubled with vapours, being 
moiſt and cold is as it were in a man- 
- Ber detiled and impure, and neareſt 
appraoching to a female rempera- 
ment, as alſo becavfe it is ſubjected 
'r0 the orders of the higher Regions, 
receive their effets , and: communi- 
cates them to us, twiſting it ſelf with 
more condenſed natures, and ſtoop- 
ing them to the bent of Heaven. Bur 
becauſe male and female diffcr qne- 
ly in fex,nor in kind,therefore would 
they not have the Air, or the lower 
Heaven to be diſtiu&t in irs etlence 
and kind, as ancther Elemene from 
the higher Heaven, but one!y diver- 
fifted in place and by accidents. To 
N:pture the god of the Sea, they at- 
tributed a dominion over the watcts. 
By Pl«/0, the lord of the lower parts, 
abounding in wealth, they denored 
the Globe of the Earth repleniſhed 
with riches, with the defire of which 
the minds of men being inflamed,are 
bitrerly tormented. So that thoſe 
wiſe men admirted cf three parts of 
the Univerſe , or if you pleaſe , of 


three Elements, becauſe unde; the 


p 


Narure of Heaven they comprized | 


rc name of Fire, and therefore did 


j 


they | 


Ld 
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they driw- Jupiter armed with his 
Thunder. 
$8. Weare Schollars to experi- 
ence in this , rhar all che bodies of 
mixt beings, have their analyſis and 
reſolution into dric and moiſt, and 
thar all the excrements of creatures, 
are terminared by the ſame differ- 
ences; from whence ir is clearly evi- 
dent, that their bodies are made up 
onely of rwo ſentible Elements, tn 
which notwithſtanding the other are 
virtually and cffettually. Bur Air, 
or che Element of th:& lower Heaven, 
is nor the obje of our ſenſe,becauſe 
in reſpe&t of us it is a kind of ſpiritual 
being. The fire of Nature, becauſe 
it is the formal principle , cannot be 
wrought to any ſeparation or com- 
prehenſion by any deſtruttion by 
way of reſolution, nor by any art or 
artifice of man. For the rarure of 
Forms is not ſubje&cd ro the cenſure 
of the Senſes, becauſe of irs ſpiritual 
being. 
$9. The Earth is the thickeſt bo- 
dy of the Univerſe, therefore is ir 
accounted the heavieſt and the cen- 
treof ir, we muſt aſlerc irs nature 
contrary to the received opinion, - 
e 
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he accidentaliy diic, beca 1c it doth | 


ur 
recatm molt of the clo! le and darkns- | th 
ere of the Roll matter, bur a fhide | 
and darknets are the cots of cold, if 
frm whence thev ttc the light, and n 
are diametrically opp-irc torr, but bs 
the Earth, 10 reſpect of its Extream le 
dentity , is. che mother of ſhade and ſ 
darkneis , hardly patſable by light } 1 
aud hcat , theretore roughty knit by } 
an heightencd coid, And 107 this 1 
Fen Wrck choller is to be eſtcen . 
ed ihe colt humor i of al!,hcc. f: 
It is uader the porver of the Eat! 1, 
the Ea:t'1 under Satu,ns,, who is 4 , 
counted ihe Authour of a cold and 


mclancholick temperature. Further, 

ihoſe things that are ingendered 1jn 
the bowels of the Earth , of the fulz- 
ſtance of the Earth, as Marble and 
Stones are of a cold nature, althuugh 
we mwt otherwiſe conceive of metr- 
rals, becauie they arerather of an 
airy nature,and havein them ſparkks 
of the Fire of Nature, and aſpiric of 
Sulphur congealing their moiſt and 
cold matter. Yer Mercr:e furpaſ- 
time the "reſt in moiſture and co!d, is 
beholding ro the Earrh for his cold- 

nels, and to the Water for his moiſt- 
ure» 


—_  — 
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vre. It is otherwiſe with thio'e things 
thatare produced i1 the S:t2, asim 
.Tmber and Cora!, and many other 
things thar have their bein;s from 
the Sea aud freſh Waters , which as 
Itis apparent, are of a hot temper, 
fo that we have this inſtruction both 
from reaſon and experience , thar 
the greateſt coldnets is ro be artr1- 
bured to the Earth , nor to the 
Warcr. 

61. Bnr drineſs doth agrec to thts 
Earth accidentally ove'v, and in a 
remiſ= degree 5 for it was created in 
the middcſt of the Waters , and the 
order of beings required, that inre- 
ſpett of irs gravity, being ſunk in the 
Warersit ſhovld never leparate trom 
them; hur the Creatour uling his 
Prerogative , having removed the 
Waters, gave to itan open ſurface, 
that ſo there might be room made 
both for the creation of mixed Bc- 
ings, and for their habitation. The 
Earth therefore was enfranchiz'd 
from its natural yoke of bondage and 
ſubjettion co the Waters, not by 
any order of Nature , but by a pri- 
viledge of favour , that ſo having irs 
face wipt, it might lift up a dry viſage 

ro 
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to the view of the Heavens, and 
might partake of the welcome light 
of the world. 
61. Every cold and drie is averſe 
from the facul:y of Generation, un- 
leſs it be helped out by ſume etern- 
al helps; therefore it was the will of 


the Supream Authour of Nature, to ; 


heart the cold womb of the Earth 


with an heavenly fire , and adjoyn- ; 
ed to the drie globe of the Earth ; 


the moiſt nature of Water, that to by 


the mixture of two generative cau- | } 
ſes, moiſt, and hor , the ſterility of * 
the Earth might be helped, and that * 
by the mediation of the concourſe | 
and mixture of all the Elemenrs, the | 


Earth might be made a natural Veſ- 
ſel for fruitfull Generation. There- 


fore all Elements,and all qualitics are 


in the Earth, 

62. The body of the Earth was 
rightly created by the great God of 
a ſpongeous nature, thar ſo there 
might be a receptacle for Air, Show- 
ers, and heavenly Influences, and al- 
fo that the moiſt vapours being ex- 
pelled by the force of inward heat, 
tromthe Centre to the Superficies, 
through the por-us pallages of the 
Earth, 
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Earth, might by a mean putrefattion 
corrupt the ſeeds of things, and ſo 


; Prepare for generation 3 theſe being 


thus diſpoſed , receive that enliven- 


ing and heavenly hear. For Nature 


hath ſunk in the depths a magnetick 
love, by the attings of which they 
draw down, and ſack out rhe effica- 


, Cy and virtne of things above , which 


do increaſe the ſtrength of the infor- 


mation, and haſten the ſweetneſs of 
; vital Air. 


63. The heat that comes from the 
inwards of the Earth, is moiſt and 


! impure, and doth corrupt by rea- 
fon of the tainted mixture of Earth 


and Water 3 But the moſt pure and 
heavenly doth generate by excirati- 
on, dilatation,and furthering the in- 
bred heat to life, even that inbred 
heat which is hidden in the ſeeds of 


' things, andas Natures ſecret cloſed 


in their centre. Bur becauſe both 
theſe heatsare of the ſame kind,they 
have a joyn: and amicable operation 
inthe a& of generation , and are in- 
ſeparably united , until they are 
brought forth to life and large ve» 

getation. 
64, Water is of a middle _—— 
Ce. 
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berwixt what is thick and what is of! 
a thin nature, betwixt the Earth 
and the Air 3 Natures. menſtruum , a | 
volatile body , flying and not endu- 
ring fire, drawn forth by a moderate 
heat into a vapour , aſſuming mulri- 


plyed ſhapes,more unſtable than Pro- ' 


F: 5. 

6$. The moiſt Element is Mcrcu- 
12”, which ſometimes aſſuming the 
nature of a bodie , ſometimes of a 
ſpirit , doth att;a&t to himſelf by his 
revolutions, the virtues of ſuperiour 
and inferiour Beings, and as it were 
receiving their inſtruttions , doth 
trade in commerce as their agent or 


faftor, amongſt the remoreſt natures | 
of the Univerſe, neither will he leave } 


his trafficquing till all the Elements 
of the corruptible Nature receive 
their fixation and purgation by fire, 
and there iſſue upon ic an Univerial 
Sabt ath. 

66. Water , being the nearcſt in 
nature to the firſt matter , doth eai- 
ly receive her impreſs. The Chaos, 
the ancient Parent of all things, was 
a kind of ſubrile and dark vapour, 4 
kind of a moiſt dark ſubſtance, like 4 
thin ſmoak, from whoſe moſt ſubtile 

| pare 
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part the Heavens are drawn forth in- 
to order, which a three-fold differ- 
ence divides into a three- fold pro- 
vince > ' 0 wit, the Supream, which 


is the nobleſt , the middle which aſ- 


fumes th© ſecond place of dignity 
and hotiour , the loweſt is inferiour 
to the other two both in ſcire and 
honour, The thicker ſubſtance of 
te niarter went to the making of 
thar watry heap, which is a middle 
narure. The thickeſt parc, which is 
as it were the dregs of the whole 
ataſs fare down to the bottom, and 
was {ciled for the globe of the Earth. 
The extremicies of this arrifice, to 
wit, the Heaven 'and the Earth, did 
recede more from the figit ſtate of 
their matter , and irc m their ancient 
ſhape the Heaven in regard of its 
erear rarity and levity, the Earth in 
reſpett 01 47s grear denticy andyravi- 
ty. Bur the Water, which was a 
mean berwixt them , continued A 
nature more like ttie (it formlels 
Abyſs from wh-uce 1 proceeds , (0 
that with eate ir 54rtis all hy rarec- 
fation into fin- ak ov ay our « which 
is the image of the ancic..c Hy/c, or 
fiſt M1atcers 
67. Moilt- 
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67. Moiſture is more proper to | 
Water than Coldneſs , becauſe Wa- | 


rer is of a greater rarity , and more 
lighrſom than Earth, but thoſe things 
which communicate moſt of Wah, 


are fartheſt off from cold 3 the mor 


ratity there is in any thing, the near- 
er vicinity there is to light. Water 
retained the ſymhole of moiſture 
from the firſt matter the Abyſs, as 
the Earth coldneſs. For the Archi- 
re Spirit of the World divided the 
more thick parts into thoſe two near- 
ly-allied Natures. 

68. Coldneſs wooes Drineſs , and 
inveſts ic ſelf with it where it is vigo- 
rouſly predominant by the conſtri- 
Qion of moiſt beings, and by the 
deſiccation of them , as is evident in 
Snow, Ice, and Hayl. For it is the 
work of Nature to bind and drie the 
Water, than which nothing is more 
humid by the proper inſtrument of 
Cold; yea, the principal and com- 
mon ſubjeR cf Heat and Cold, is hu- 
miditv, by both which it is ſo ſtrong- 
ly aſſailed, till ir be conquered : from 
whence it falls out, that in Autumn 
ſo many drie leaves fall at the firſt 
cold,. that the ſtalks uf feeble Plants 


upon 


—— 


( 


to! vpon the ſtrength of Winter, inthe 
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height of Drought , are vcd of moi- 
ſtwe, and crie away: The cold pe- 
nerrating doth fo ſcorch , and makes 
ſo furious an aſſault upon the viral 
humours : hence proceeds flaggy and 
withered age, at length death comes 
and cuts down all with his well-tec 
fickle , and ſweeps you into his ge- 
neral Granary. How then can any 
one conceive Cold to be friendly to 
Moiſture, and to be its inherent pro- 
perty ? Since Nature ſuffers nor the 
Elements ro a& againſt eachother, 
leſt they ſhould deſtroy and oppoſe 
each the others powers , but an in- 
tenſe Cold quickly would bring un- 
der a remiſs and weak moiſture, and 
would ſwallow it up all by a violent 
conſtriction : ſo that by rhis means 
one of the Elements being loſt, there 
would neccilarily follow an imper- 
feftion in the work of the reft, and a 
deficiency in the generation of all 
things. It is therefore not fuit- 
able ro the Law of Nature , co inveſt 
Water with the property of being 
cold in the higheſt degree. 

69. Out of cheſe ſolider Natures 
of Earth and Water , doth Nature 
Ex» 
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extratt her Elements , by which ſhe 
compacts Veſſels and corporeal Or. 
gans : for our of the commute of 
both is made a clay , which. 1s the 
next marter of rhings in generation; 


for it j* in ſtcad of the Chaos, in) 


which virtually and confuicdly are 
nll Elements. Our cf this clay was 
the firſt Father of mankind created, 
and afrer all Generation ifſuec from 
it. In the Generation of creatures 
isa clay made of the ſeed ard the 
menſt; ::47; , from whence proceed; 
the living Creature. In the procu- 
&ion of Vegetables, the ſecds do fuſt 
fall inro a ſubtile clay by putrefact:- 
on, and then are wroug}:t up toa ve- 
getable body. In the generation of 
Mettals, there comes forth a clay 
from the perfect mixure of Sulphur 
and Mercury, and their refolution n 
a far Water , by which means the 
metrallick bodies are 1:;durated by 
a long decoftinn. In the Philolc 
phical reſolving of mctrals, and in 
the creation of that Philoſophical 
Secret, twiſt is brought forth a clay | 
our of the ſeed of both parents put- 
ged and mixed. 
70. Watcr is the baſe and root of 
; ail 


— 
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all moiſtores , vea, ir is moiſtrre tt 
{lt: from w!:ich all moiit rhings re- 
ceive their denomination , therefore 
Water may be rightly defined the 
Fountain of the moiſt Element, or 
the Spring of moiſture , whoſe pro- 
perty it is to wet by its lIiquour. Bur: 
thule things are termed humid,which 
do in themſelves according to a leſs 
or greater degree , contain a moiſt - 
ure, or a watry liquour. Moiſture js 
receivable of all qualiti-s, fo bloud 
ard yellow choler are humours , en- 
duced with their own heart , alchovgh 
they have their foundation in the E- 
lement of Water. Aqua-fortis and 
the like are empowered with a born- 
ing and a fiery nature. The burning 
Water, and many other—effences 
which are extracted from oyls and 
water, do abound in heat, alchough 
the root of them, which is Warer, be 
cold , becauſe Narure doth firſt im- 
print ina moiſt elemer various reſem- 
blances and fignatures of irs powers, 
and doth in it en-roort and iniule irs 
principal and choice qualities. Mot- 
ſture is the firſt ſubze& of Narure, 
upon which her prime care is be- 
ſtowed , her firſt charge layed _ 

WW 
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by whoſe liquour it doth dilute and 
mingle various colours, and indeli- 
ble rinftures : Toic firſt do the tþi- 
ritual qualities communicate them: 


(elves, in it firft do they rake up their 


being and aftings. 

71. The lower Waters being di. 
vided intotwo, do occupy a double 
ſear, for one part of them brimming 
the Earth, doth lean on it as it were 
as its proper Baſe,and with the Earth 
makes bur one Globe : the other 
part flying upward, doth range up 
and down the Region of the neigh- 
bour Air, and there making to it 
ſelf many maſqued fancies of bodies, 
and various figures of ſeveral phan- 
raſms doth reave hither and rNither, 
over- hanging the lower Region. 

72. Always there is a great paſt of 
the Warers that keep abo7e, and 
being driven to and fre by the Ga- 
roach of the Wind , doth poſt over 
divers parts of the Air, which was in 
this manner ordered from the Day 
of the Creation , by the enacting of 
the Wiſdom of GOD, that fo the 


' uncumbered and plain face of the 


Earth, might be unmasked and fit- 
cd for the generation of things, _ 
t 


| 


| 
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the Channels of the Sea and Rivers 
were not ſufficient to receive the 
whole Warers , but if all ſhould 
break the confining Bars of the Hea- 
vens, and come tumbling down, it 
would nor onely cover the plain face 
of the Earth, bur it may be, over- 
cop the higheſt Mountains. Such an 
enlooſening of the Cataratts of Hea- 
ven, we may guels,did occaſion the 
old Cataclyſm or Deluge. 

73. Water is nor onely ſublima- 
ted into a vapour by heart alone, nei- 
ther is it onely bound up ina cloud 
by cold , bur to both the virrues of 
the Sun and the Srars do contribute 
their aids, not onely by mulriplying 
the vigours of the Elements, bur al- 
ſo by a kind of Magnerick virtue, at- 
rafting and retaining a moiſture 
much or leſs, according to their dif- 
ferent poſition, and the diverſe fi- 
gure of Heaven : from whence we 
obſerve the various ordering of years 
and times 3 for indeed that Maſs of 
Waters is not kept in,ſo poized one- 
ly by the ſolidation of Cold or the 


| Air, but by the powerfull order and 


regiment of ſuperiour bodies. 
74. Leſt there might ſeem to Di- 
D yine 
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vine Juſtice a wane of judgements 
for the execution of his wrath, he 
made that: Ocean which is poized 0- 
ver our heads, to be volatile or fly- 
ing, and withal brought into his Ar- 
moury thote ftery darts, his Thunder- 
bolrs , that ſo the preſumpruovs fin- 
ners that cannot be won by love, 
might be wrought abour by fear. 

\ 7$, They are much out of the 
way , who do attribute ro A'r moiſt- 
ure in the Higheſt Cegree, upon this 
ground, becauſe it is eaf:ly keptin 
within the bounds of another, bur 
hardly within its own + fer this is the 
property of light and liquid bodies, 
not of moiſt, and fo dorh better + 
grec with fire and Heaven, which nz- 
rures are more ratified , than with 
Water and Air : for bodies thatare 
rarified , becauſe they of their omn 
will flow every where, cannot be 
comprized within their own hounds, 
and rherefcre ſtand in need of ar- 
ocher. Onely firm and lolid bodies 
are kept in within their own compak 


and ſuperficies , which cannot br 
done by thofe things that are of 1 | 
ſubrile nature, becauſe by reaſon 
their vhinnels they mele and ure 
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fluid , and ſo lefs confiſtent. From 
whence this flows that the Air is a 
body of greater ratity , but nor of 
greater humidity. 

75. The Air from ir ſelf hath na 
quality intenle and in the higheſt de- 
gree , bur lomerimes hath them up- 
on loan elie-where. The nature of 
Airis a middle nature betwixt things 
below and above , and ſo doth with 
eaſe aiſume the qualities of thoſe 
that border upon it, from whence it 
happens thar its inferiour Region, ac- 
cording to the diverſity of trmes,harh 
a variety of temper , which incon- 
ſtancy is occaſioned by the changes 
of the neighbouring and thicker ho- 
dies of Water and Earth, whoſe ſtate 
1 eatily alrered by heat and cold. 

77. The whole Air is the Heaven, 
the floor of the World , Natures 
ſieve, through which the virtues and 
influences of other bodies ate tranſe 
mitred : a middle nature 3t is that 
knirs all the ſcattered narures of the 
Univerſe together: a moſt thin ſmoak 
kindled by the fire of Heaven, into a 
lighr, as it were an immorral flame : 
the ſubject cf light, and ſhade ofday 
aud nighr, impatienr of yacuity : rhe 
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princip-l tranſparent: the eatteſt re- 


ceiver of aln oft a!l qualities and ef- - 


feRs , yer the conſtant retainer of 
none: a bordeier upon the ſpiritual 
nature, therefore in the Tracts con- 
cerning the Myſteries cf Philoſo- 


' phers, ir is called by the naneof 


a Spirit. 

78. The lower Region of the Air 
is like unto the neck or higher parc 
of an Alembich , for through it the 
Vapours climbing up, and being 
brought to the top, 1eceive ihcir 
condenſation from Cold, and being 
reſ-lved into water,fall down by rea- 
ſon of their own weight. So Nature 
through continued diſtilations by 
ſablimation of the Warer , by coho- 
bation, or by often drawing off the 
liquour being ofren poured on, the 
body doth reifie and abourd ir. In 
theſe operations of Nature,the Earth 
is the Veſlcl receiving. Therefore 
the Region of the Air that is nearer 
ro us, being bounded by the Region 
of Clouds, as by a vaulted Chamber, 
is of a greater thickneſs and impurity 
than tho'e Regions aboye. 

79. The middle Region of the Air 
is not that, in whichis the y—_ 
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of the Clouds , from whence are 
Lighrenings and Thunders, which is 
onely the higher part of the lower 
Region, and the border of ir: bur 


that which is above the Clouds is ro _ 
be ſtiled The Middle Region, whither + 


the watry Being, by reafon of its gra- 
vity,cannor reach , yet whither ſul- 
phureous exhalarions , diſburthened 
of the load of their Vapours,do climb 
up, and there by a motion, either of 
their own,or anothers,being kindled, 
burn. Such are the flaming Meteors 
of divers ſorts, which are viewed in 
the middle Region, whence we may 
gueſs, that it abonnds with a hat and 
moiſt, though nor a watry , yet a fat 
Being, which is the food of fire. In 
this Region is much peace and a 

ood temperature, becauſe it is not 

m_ with the tenipeſts of any 
wind, and onely the lighter excre- 
ments of the inferiour Nature are 
ſucked up hither. 

80, The higher Region near the 
Moon is all airy, not fiery, asit hath 
been taken up, though falſely, ia the 
Schools. There is the peaceable ha- 
bication of the pureſt Air, and asir 
borders vpon the Heavenly Region, 

D 3 ſo 


" 


54 | Enchyridion Phyſica | 
ſ>it approcherh ir in natvre, forit | 


| Laws of 


js nor defiled with the leſt imur of 
the lower Abyſs. There isa tem» 
arure in the higheſt , a purity bur 
ittle inferiour to that of the neigh- 
bowing Heaven, In this place to 
fancy a "_— of fire, is the ſhame of 
a Philo _ which breaking the 
ature , would have 
ere this ruined the Fabrick of the U- 
niverſe. 
$1. TheFire, as a fourth Element 


- of Nature, was placed in the high- 


eſt Region of the Air, av in its pro- 
per-ſphear , by the chief Philoſo- 
| being led by an argument , 
rom order ard by conjetture, rather 
than truch. For let no man fancy 
G——_ fire of Nature than the ce- 

ial Light, therefore the bleſſed 
Philoſopher in his Geneſss, makes no 
meurion of fire , becauſe he had be- 
fore rold of the ctearion of the 
Light upon the firſt day, which is 
the genuine fire of Nature , and tru- 
ly he would elſe not have omitted 
Fire, if it had been a principle of 
Nature, having ſpecified Earth , 
Water, and the Fowls of the Hea- 
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92, Let not any therefore fancy, 
unleſs Neeping, a Regicn of bire 
burning next the Moon ,: for the 
whole Air would not be able to bear 
ſo great an abundance of intenſe fire, 
bur it had long ago fed upon, and 


' ruined the whole Fabrick of the 


World , for whatſoever it falls upon 
ir feeds upon and devours, bem 
the defigued ruin of the World a 
Nature, 

3. Such a Devourer of Nature is 
not lodged as an Element of Nature, 
neicher above the Air, nor below the 
Earth. Oaely he doth tyraunize in 
the kingdom of Nature , cither in 
the height of the Air , or the depths 
ofthe Earth, or elſe rg bom 
upon the ſuperficies of the Earth. 
Therefore Lullixs, a man of araiſed 
wit, did juſtly account it amongſt the 
Gyants and Tyrants of the World. Ic 
may alſo be termed to be an Enemy 
ro Nature, becauſe whatſoever is de- 
ſtruive ro Naturegis an adverſary of 
Nature. 

84. Our common Fire is partly na- 
earal, partly artificial. It may be man 
borrowed it for the accommodation 
of life , and for his neccſlity , from 
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the Celeſtial , by an unirion of the 
beams of ir, and a multiplication of 
irs vigour , or elſe by attrition or the 
collifion of rwo bodies, rhe Spirit 
of God ſuggeſting the project to 
- tman. 

25. The Sovereign Creatour of 
a!l things , did place the fiery ſpirit 
ofa kindly heat in the Globe of the 
Sun to inſpire light, and an enliven- 
ing heat tothe reſt of the bodies in 
the Univerſe , wherefore many have 
thought him to he the hearr of the 
whole Fabrick , for from him ſprings 
the principle of all generation and 
life. He thart ſearcheth for any other 
Element of fire in the world , doth 
ſhut his own eyes againſt the Sun. 

' 86. The ſource therefore of the 
Fire of Nature , is ſeated in the Sun, 
whoſe heat is always of an equaliry, 
and rewperate in ic ſelf, though ir 
be ſer by us eicher greater or leſs, 
according to his appropinquation or 
diſtance, cr according to his dire& 
or oblique berms,or according to the 
ſciruation cr nature of places. The 
Sun Þath been elevated by moſt 
Philoſophers , as the Soul of the 
World , breathing in Ren” a 
4* 
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faculty of generation to Nature- 

87. The Sun is not the Eye of 
the World, as forme Ancients term» 
ed it, bur is the Eye of the Creatcur 
of the World , by which he doth 
{enfibly view his tenfible creatures, 
by which he conveys to them the 
ſweetly-affeting beams of his love, 
by which he renders himſelf view- 
able tro them : For ſcarcely could a 
ſentible Nature have cumprehenJed 
an inſenfible Creatour, therefore he 
formed for himſelf, and us ſo noble 
a body roab'd in his own glory,whoſe 
rays, thar neareſt approach Divinity, 
xe Spirit and Life. 

83. From that univerſal Principle 
of life, all the in-bred heat of Ele» 
ments or mixed Bcings is derived, 
which hath gotren to be called by 
the name of Frre, for whereſoeveT a 
free heat , a natural motion or life 
lodges, there Natore hath hidden 
Fire, as the principle of them, and 
the fuſt mover of the Elements, by 
which the ſenſible Elements , or the 
Portions of the World are clement- 
ated, and receive their animations, 
yet doth it cleave cloſe ro the womb 
of the Earth , being bound up by 
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the Earths denfity and coldneſs, ex- 
Citing an Antiperiſtafis. 

89. Thar Fire of Nature which is 
ſeared in mixt bodies , hath choſen 
the radical moiſtwe, as irs proper 
ſear, rhe principal reſidence of which 


is inthe heart ( alchough ir be diffu- 


ſed through all the parrs of the ho- 
dy) as in the prime organ of life, 
and the centre of this little world, 
whence that Prince of Nature, as 
commanding from its Caſtle, dorh 
move concordantly all rhe faculties, 
and rhe reſt of the organs, and doth 


| 


' 


| 


| 


in-breathe life to the humours of the 
mixed Being , to the ſpirits, and fi- | 


nally to the whole Elementary Maſs. 
And being the Sun , and Vicegerent 
of rhe Sun doth aft all in this lir- 
tle , that the Sun doth in that large 


* World 


yo, As the Sun, being in the mid- 
deſt of the reſt of rhe Planers, doth 
enlighren them with his light, re- 
pleniſh rhem with his mffuenrial vir- 
caes , beget an harmony of he by 
his enlivening ſpirit, fo doth the ſo- 
lar ſpirit m the middle of the Ele- 
menrary Nature,giveth it an influen- 
rial light , and gathers rhe Elements 


joge- 
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together in the work of Generation 


and doth unire and enliven them. 

91. The firſt Agent m the World 
is the Fire of Nature , which being 
ſeared in the Globe of the Sun , doth 
diffule that vivifical heat by means 
of his rays, through all rhe doauni- 
ons of Nature , working int theſeed3 
a power of attivity, and te ling in 
them the principle of motion an41 
ation, at the removal of which all 
morion ceaſerh, and alſo the faculry 
of life and action. 

62. The heat of Nature, and rhe 
lighr of Nature , are really one and 
the ſame, for they have a continual 
and uniform effiuence from the fame 
Fouarain, i. the Sun, bur are diſtin- * 
guiſhed by their oftice, for the hear is 
to penetrare imto the moſt inward 
parts of Nature , bur light is to ma- 
nifeft , and open the onrward parts : 
the office of heat is to move the oc- 
culc Natures of things, that of lighr, 
to ſer before rhe eyes ſenſible acci- 
dents : both of theſe is wrought by 
the rays of the Sun. The Sun there- 
fore is the firſt Organ of Nature . by 
whoſe approach or diſtance , a 1lthe 
operations of Nature are variouſly 
go 
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governed, intended, or remitted, by 
means of light and heat. 

£3. Theſecond univerſal Agent is 
thar ſame light 3 not ſo immediately 
itſuing from the Fountain, bur retle- 
Red from (olid bodies, inlighrened 
by it as che heavenly, yea, the Earth 
icſeif: for the light of the Sun beat- 
ing upon thoſe bodies , gives a mo- 
rion to their diſpoſitions and facul- 
ries, and alcers them , and diffuſerh 
their ſeveral and difk rent virtues by 
the refle&ion of his rays, through the 
whole frame of Heaven and of our 
Ajr:: for by thoſe rays, as by ſo many 
conveyaRces, are the various cffetts 
of ſeveral bodies diſperſed every 
where for the benefir and harmony 
of Nature , which are called by vs 
Influences. Theſe are the true and 
firſt Elements of Nature , which be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritual , do commu- 
nicate themſelves to us under ſome 
airy, cr alſo ſome watry Nature , ro 
whoſe good at, as to the roors of the 
Elements , we are beholding for the 
giſt of every birth , and of all 
ife. 

94. Leve, ſtyled by Plato the El- 
deſt of the gods,was breath'd into na- 
rure, 


ww woe 


D- 


| 
\ 
{ 
p 


Reſittute. 


ture, begotten by the Divine Spirit, 
and. hath che place of a G 1s in her 
diſpofirions. In the fuſt Diviticn of 
the World, betwixt the firſt brothers, 
ſhe gave the judgement for the par- 
ticions of theic families, and afcer 
had alwayes the Prafefture in Gene- 
ration. 
95. The God of Nature did fix 
the firſt bond of Love in the thiags 
of Nature , between the firſt Matter 
and the univerſal Farm , the Heaven 
and the Earth, Light and Darkneſs, 
Plenty and Poverty, Beauty and De- 
fornicy. The ſecond degree of Love 
from the fuſt c-uple, which isas it 
were the loving. embraces of the Pa- 
rents,ilTued into the Elements,which 
having a fraternal tye to bind them, 
have divided betwixt them the whole 
right of Nature. The third and laſt 
degree, is compleated in mixed bo- 
dics, which excites them by the in- 
born and in- bred ſparkles of love, to 
a propagation and multiplication of 
their like. The Divine Love hath 
appointed this treble Love-knor, as a 
kind of Magical tye, thatit might de- 
liver it ſelf by traduRtion into all and 
every part of his workmanſhip. Love 
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is the Baſe of the Univerſe, the Cuhe | 


of Nature, and the faſtening bond of | 


things above and below. 

$6. Let thoſe avaunt therefore, 
who dg attribute the concordant mo- 
tivns of Narure to Diſcord; for Na- 


ruſe is peaceable and pleaſant in all 


her workings, yea, ſhe is delightfully 
tickled in her attings. The very F- 
lementrs of things in their coition are 
wholly loſt in love, that they may 
knit themſelves rogether by their 
murual embraces , and of many be 
made one. 
$*. Let the Academies ſtaad up, 
and rell us how the firſt Matter can 
be the fuſt tubjett of conrraries, and 
how Love can lye amongſt the brawl- 
ings and jarres of Enmirty !' or that 
eaper appetite , which the Prince of 
Philoſophers acknowledperth reſiding 
in rhe heart of this Matter , whereby 
irdoth as earneſtly luſt for irs form, 
25 4 man for a woman? Will nor 
thoſe enemies, conſtnuring the leeds 
of Beings and the mixt bodies, by 
their erernal food, at length force 
Love and Concord to yield to their 
ruine. 
$8. They that placed a luſt be- 
eween 


[ 
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tween the Marter and the Form, and 
yet an hatred and repugnancy in the 
Matter it ſelf , and in the Elements, 
in making thele contraries,havemade 
themſelves fo : for according to the 
dictates of cheir School , the Soul in 
all things generated (onely man <x- 
cepted) is brought forth our of the 
power and privy virtue of tl:e Mar- 
rer : Bur how can this be without 
love? If the Matter radically dorh 
lye under the ditſentions of contra- 
ries, muſt not the Form,which ſprings 
from her very roc:t,feel the ſame por- 
tion? Nay, would it not be ſtifled 
by chem in irs firſt birth and cradle ? 
What man therefore that ſtood righr 
in his wits , would acknowledge rhe 
rule of theſe bandetries, to be chief 
in the nuptials of Love and Nature, 
in the very jun&are of che mixture of 
the Elements , and of the informati- 
on of the Matter ? Yea, who would 
expect an uniform , and nor a mon- 
ſtrovs iſſue from the Hhererogeneous 
ſeed of oppoſite parents ? 

99. Let therefore the Philoſopher 
ſurceaſe ro place rhe cauſe of the al- 
reration of Elements, of the corru- 
pricn and failing of mixt beings M 
the 
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rhe repugnancy of the Elements, bu 
rather lay the fault upon the penuri- 
ous weakneſs of the firſt matter. For 
in the firſt Chaos 1 
I wixt moiſt and drie there was m 
battcl fought , 


Nor any enmitie "twixt cold and 


hot. 
[c is indeed the Vulgar conceit that 
there was, whereas onely two, no 
way contrary, of thoſe four qualicies, 
to wit, Co!d and Moiſture, agreed to 
the female,& the matter, and were in 
ir : The other two, which are Heat 
and Drought, which are maſculine 
and formal qualities , came forth out 
of the part of the informing lighr. 
And the Earth was not called D-z: 
Land before the drawing off the Wa- 
ters , and the coming on of the lighc 
Being , which: was firſt moiſt and 
covered with Watzrs. 

100. Therefore certainly reaſon it 
ſelf doth evidence, that thoſe four 
qualities,which by rhe Vulgar are ac- 
counted repugnant , are not extant 
13 the firſt matter, unleſs after infor- 
mation. And leſt ſhe might endure 
ſome contratiety in its (clitude , ſhe 
had other diſcaſes, to wir, Darkneſs, 

Con- 
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Confuſion, Deformity, Coldneſs, & an 
indigeſted Moiſture,with an imputen- 


a cy,which are all evidences ofa diſeal('d 


and languiſhing body : Therefore 
deing infeRed from its creation with 
that corruption, it derived it down 
to irs poſterity, lodged in this loweſt 
and weakeſt Region of the elements. 
Therefore it is nor ſer down iu Gene- 
fs of chart Abyſs of Darkneſs , thar it 
was very good, butreſerv'd that grace- 
full Elogie for the Light, and for the 
reſt that were created. 

101. Bur who is there that hath 
the leaſt dram of knowledge , will 
conceive that this contentious repug- 
nancy did flow from the form into 
the matter, afrer the union of the 
four qualities in the matter being in- 
formed? Since it is eſſential ro and 
the intent of the form, to adde a per- 
fetion to the matter, and compleat- 
ly ro perfeRt it into an harmony and 
conſent, and a temperament accord- 
ing to its _ 

102, The firſt contreries through 
oppoſing qualities, were Light and 
Darkneſs 3 Light hath rwo qualities 
Heat and Drougrh 3 Darkneſs as ma- 
ny, Cold and Moiſture , wholly op- 
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poſite each to other, becauſe of they 
intention. Bur aſter thoſe two aged 
CO of Nature came together, 

the dark marerial and female 
principle was informed by the light 
lom, tormal and maſculine principle, 
and impregnated by the light, the 
whole matter of the Univerſe, and all 
the Regions thereof received this 
priviledge of light , though diſtin& 
in the degrees and differences : for 


thar fiery tinture of the Spirit of | 


light left nothing unpierced, and the 
four qualities alſo at firſt being in 
their higheſt degree , were brought 
down to 4 remittion in the informed 
matrer , and ſo cloſing ſweetly, coi 
wracted a faſt friendſhip, and conſent- 
ed ro a temperature : and ſo being 
nude friendly, they were entered in- 
to che homogeneous family of the Ele- 
ments , that ſo there might nothing 
of an. 9%. > or enmity lurk in the 
neration of mixt bodies , whete- 
y the pleaſing motion of Nature 
might be diſturbed. 

103, Neither in nature are thoſe 
four qualities concrary one to an- 
other , but onely divers and unlike 
one to anotherzneither do they ruin, 


but | 
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their] but unite jato a firm league one wich 
ied | another : So Heat and Cold inare- 
ther, miſs degree , do amicably agree and 
male | commix in one and the ſame ſubject, 
Git | thara middle and temperate quali- 
Ple; | ry, ro wit, a lukewarneſs might be 
produced. But if in the intenſe de- 
gree they couple nor withour a fight 
this | and combar , this proceeds from the 
nd | exceſs and tyranny of the intenſfion, 
for | which cannot endure two qualities e- 
of qually heightened and adverſe, to be 
the eners and ſharers of one and the 
w Sovereignty , but there will fall 
| out a tumulr. But indeed Nature caſt- 
cth out intenſe qualities, as baſtards 
* | and ſtrangers. 
It! 104. Let not therefore any fancy 
8 | that Nature admits fire intenſe Into 
the family of her Elements , for ſuch 
a fire would be fit for deſtruction, 
nor generation, would nor be accor- 
| ding to, but againſt Nature , which 
' avoids violent things, and delights in 
! atemperature, in which is no fight- 
fl ing, no contrariety. For the Rule 
* | of Naturecannot away with the rage 
' ) ofaſcorching heat, or a waſting cold, 
or the diſtemper of moiſt and drie, 


but doth pleafingly lye down in a 
4 cOm- 
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' Compoſed remperature. ber not any 


Which by Ariſtotle is laid down as drie 
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therefore ſearch for the intenſe quz 
liries in the Elements of things ; he 
will find them in them either leſs o 
more remirred. 

105. He is deceived therefore who 
ſays that hot and cold,moiſt and drie, 
are ſmple contraries. Fer the Earth, 


in the higheſt, ſhould always quarrel 
with the Air, which is ſaid by him to 
be moiſt ia the higheſt : Alſo Water 
that is cold in the higheſt, according 
to his —_— ſhould be oppoſite to 
Fire, thatis hot in the higheſt : and 
this repugnancy would incloſe by 
force every one of the common Ele+ 
ments, or every Region of the World 
within the verge of its ſphear , and 
by 1eafon of this antipathie , would 
deſtroy all hoſpitaliry berwixr them. 
Bur we are convinced of the contra- 
ry, both by reaſon and experience. 
For ditches and all hollow places un- 
certhe Earth, yea, the very bowels 
ard pores of the Earth are repleniſh- 
ea with Air, and the intrinſical moi- 
ſture of the Earth, by which, as with 
their mothers milk. all Vegerables 
are nouriſhed, is nothing elſe A 

or 
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hot and moiſt Air, cleaving cloſe ro 
the Earth, and handing ir asa nur- 


*| ſve and nouriſhing faculry: the pores 


of the E2rth are the dugs, and the 
airy moiſture the milk, by whichgſhe, 
the Mother and Nurle of things doth 
| nouriſh her off-ſprings,and give them 
rowth. 

105. They, who ſettle four Ele- 
meats 1n as many humours, do grant, 
that Nature being moiſt, js reccive- 
able , yea, is the ſubject of four Ele- 
menrary qualities: how then can they 
hold a contrariety in them , which 
they place in oneand the fame ſub- 
jet? For though thoſe four humours 
are diſtinguiſhed by their reſpeRive 

' differences, yet have they but one 
baſe, one common roor toall ,to wit, 
Humour : for yellow choller which 
reſembles fire , is no leſs an humour 
than flegm, which reſembles water : 
and the ſame may be ſaid of aduſt 
Choller and Bloud, although they 
do nc abſolutely, but comparatively 
confound the four Elements in a 
moiſt Being. 

107. If there were any repugnan- 
cy in the qualities and elements of 

Nature, the greateſt would be be- 
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twixt hot and coid, and ſo betwin = 


W:rer and Fire , but the nature of 
thele are not adveriary , many gene 
Tatious which are under the Waters 
doevidence: for whereſoever there i; 
any generation or life, rhere muſt be 
fre, as the neareſt intrinfical, cttic 
ent, moving and altering cauſe of the 
matrer for generation: 
Hence Men, Beaſts, and the Foy!; 
thes. Bi ing bave 5 
And ghaſtly Monftcrs rowling on: 
waiy 
A fiery vigour to their ſeeds s gi 
ven , 


The homage for their birth is duet 


Heaven. 

108, Therefore certainly he wil 
be in the right , who ſhall acknow- 
ledge thoſe four firſt qualities, in- 
born and efſential.cothe things then- 
ſelves, and to their Elements , tobe 
apr ro a mixture by the direttion , 
Nature , and not contrary , for they 
are as it were four Organs or inſt;y- 
ments which Nature make $ uſe oi 


— .—__—_ 


in the perfetting of her alrerations, 
and generarions. 


) 
199. Nature ſets up a Potters trade, 


for ſhe is wholly raken with _— 
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: 4 her matter circular , theſe four quali- 
{ ricsare as the wheels, by which ſhe 
doth by degrees and wilely inform 
her works chrough a circular and flow 
.f piorion. 
nt he! . 119- Ot thoſe four Whee!s, rwo, . 
#fici.} 31 thoſe of Moilt and Drie, are moſt 
f the} 38recable ro the matter, becaule Na- 
we: doth turn and work the matter 
Foxt;) derween thele two : thoſe two qua- 
lirics are neareſt the matt.r , becauſe 
614) more ſubject to be paſſive, and to a 
| change. Bur the other two, rowit, 
of Hor and Cold , are more of action, 
| becauſe by their turns they alter and 
{un change the former; theſe are paſive, * 
thoſe active,Sare as it were theattive 
wild inſtruments of Nature, working opon 
now. | NT paſſive matter. 
\ in 211. Lerus therefore caſt off rhat 
hem. | renent of Contraries, as contrary to 
ro he } narures concord, and daſh out it with 
| a pen of iron, with the good leave of 
they | learning , from the depraved table of 
Philoſophy , and ler vs in rhe room 
of it , ſcribe che Symbole of Cun- 
tions | cord, which Nature doth acknow- 
{ ledge of the ſame ſtanding with her 
ſelf, by whoſe help the delightfull 
copulation gf attives with paflives 
is 


T 
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is p;ocured in every Generation. 
112. Thoſe, who according to the 
flying opinion do ſtand for four Ek. 
ments contrary each to other, do ne- 
celJarily introduce a fifth , as the 
knor or bond-tye of concord, as the 
Peace-maker, ot-erwiie they could 
nor receive any perfet mixture, or 
any temperature in the work of ge- 
neration , but withour a rudder or a 
ruler would float a drift through the 
vaſt Ocean of Nature , never able to 
reach a port, or bring forth a birth: 
and ſo would they cheat the com- 
mon Genius of Nature of her proper 
end. 

113. For theſe four being acknow- 
ledged by reaſon of their repugnant 
qualities ro keep up an eternal war 
berwixt themſelves, cannor be uni- 
red or appeaſed in the generation of 
mixr Beings, but rather with their 
murual conflitruſhing in , will pro- 
cure an Aborr, than a birth ip Na- 
ture , unleſs their contrary attings 
be compoſed toa peaceable love by 
the part of ſome fifth heavenly and 
rempering Nature, which may intro- 
duce a temperature void of Hot and 
Cold, Drie and Moiſt. 

114. That 


P EE_ 


| 


4 


| 


Þ 


| 


5 


Reſtitute. 


114. That fiſth Elemenc , as they 
call it, or heavenly and incorruptible 
Spicir, ſpringing from the light, mo- 
tion, and virtue of the heavenly bo- 
dies upon theſe lower Beings, and 
preparing the Elements for morion 
and life, and ſtopping from ruin par- 
ticular individuals, as far as their ſer- 
ledneſs will permit, hath merited the 
name of the ſalt Nature, rhe tie of 
the Elements,the Spirit of the world, 
to be given it by the (carchers of oc- 
cult Philoſophie. 

115. If there were any contrariety 
berween the principles of things , 


- cerreinly jt was berween Light and 


Darkneſs, by reaſon of cheir oppoſite 
qualities, but thoſe qualities were 
tempered by the coirion of both prin- 
ciples, and from the extreams be- 
came a middle temper,and ſuch were 
they when they diflodged from the 
firſt, and went into the ſecond prin- 
ciples or Elements. 

116 The extreams are contraryeach 
toother,onely by reafon of the inten» 
fion of their oppoſite qualities , but 
thoſe things that ſpring ſrom the 
@ixture of rheſe exrreams are not 

drerſe , becauſe they are of my 

E ec 
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dle nature, and the «ffiux of the unij- 
on of the two eStreams, to Wit, of 
_ and Dorknels. 

. That our of the mixture of 
Cot ws ro wit,of Light and Dark- 
neſs, do uot conie Coutraries forth 
bur i1 a remperadtures is plam by that 
of the Kingiy Prophet, breaking forth 
1x0 theſe words of the Eternal Light, 
H- bowed the Hcavins and cane «031. 
a:1 Dihaeſs was uiidecr his feet, Kc. 
H-' mid: Daihneſs his Covert , his Pas 
wlion ia the middceſt of it, &c. The 
very fountain of Eternal Light, thar 
he might exhibir the brightnes of his 
mfnite gloiy to mortal eyes, did 
wrap it up ina cloud and dark mask, 
and brought the Darkneſs to the 
Light, that he might make of the two 
Extreams a moderate light,and ſo al- 
lay the ſplendour of fo great a light, 
a5 was not to be gazed on without the 
1uin of the Spettatour ; yea, Philo- 
ſophers do affirm, the Rain-bow that 
was given by God as a ſign and token 
of a Covenant made with man, to be 
produced out of a mixture of Light 


i. 


and Darknets, that ſo thar Symbole | 


of the remperature of Gods wrath, 
exiſting out of contraries , might be 


rem» 
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tempered of various coherent and 
friendly colours. 

H8. Thoſe that have del:ve'ed 
that the Earth, Water, Air and Firc, 
in their ſphears are diſtin Elements 
of the World , and are rurned each 
into other, by mutual recciprocati- 
oa , did bur ſlightly look into the 
depths of Nature 3 tor it i> moce lafe 
rocall rhem the compleating parts, 
of Nature , or the Shops of the Ele- 
ments: for the Elements of the world 
do not lye under our view or ſenſes, 
as ſeparared in their proper Regions, 
bur do lye hid and keep cloſe in 
their wombs, till they come rogether 
inthe generation of mixt bodies, and 
makeupa body. Bur thoſe parts of 
the World , as fo far mutually dif- 
ferent, can never have a convertion 
inthem , neither can that one com- 
mon quality, whereby rhoſe narnces 
are linked together, beger ſuch a 
change, that our of things of a diverſe, 
ſhould be formed a like nature , yea, 
_= they ſhould be rurned into the 

me. 

119. If thoſe four Elements aſ- 
ſerted by them, do change and barier 
their rooms, natures and offices, all 

E 2 the 
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the compatt frame ofthe World,de- 
vored to a chance and morion, would 
bein a perperval fluctuation, which 
we know is eſtabliſhed by God in a 
certain and conſtanr order and ſcite, 


and diſtinftion of parts : For Earth - 


will quickly be made Water , Water 
Air, Air Fire, and ſo backward, and 
by this the Centre ſhall run our to 
Circumference , and the Circumſfer- 
ence run jnro the Centre, the far- 
theſt and the middle parts of the 
World, ſhall of their own accord re- 
move out of their places, that ſo af- 
rera long time the order of Nature 
ſhall be inverted, whileſt the top and 


the bortom, and the bottom and the 


rop change places , and claſh toge- 
ther. H<= who doth fancy this fo tair 
compoſure of a World, doth not de- 
ſerve to have fo fine a piece termed a 
World, bur a Chaos, an Abyis,which 
Narvre, a ſ1jead ro Order, doth abſo- 
lutely dere ft. 

120. They which do ſay that thoſe 
exream bodies of the lower World, 
Earth and Fire,(ſuppoſing ,not grant- 
ing a ſphear of Fue ) are rurmed into 
each other, do wrong themſelves and 
wuch coo. For their diſtant and re- 
pugnant 
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—_ natures do diſagree from 
uch a change , for the heighrened 
cold, thickneſs, and gravity of the 
Earth are ſo oppoſite to rhe ſame de- 
or heat , ſubrility, and levity in 
Fire, that they can never be brought 
tochange. Beſides,the Earth, a fix- 
ed body , will nor yield tv fire , bur 
ſſighceth its vircue,if we may belicve 
the opinions of Chymiſts and com- 
mon experience, neither doth any 
thing flic our from it , but a fat and 
watry humour , both of them'nor wa- 
rural ro the Earth: but if any thing 
is co be turned into elementary Fine, 
i muſt neceſlaily be light and vole 
ile , that ir may be tanſlated into 
its Orb and Nature. The Earth 
therefore being moſt weighty, and fo 
the Centre of all, being moſt fixt,and 
fo leaſt volatile , how can ir be tura- 
ed into Fire , and he carried up mro 
the Sphear of Fire , or how can Fre, 
the higheſt and lighreſt of all , be 
beaten down to be eſſentia ly nnited 
wich the Earth, contrary to the Jaws 
of Nature ? Ir were a more ealie 
converſion of Warer and Fire, be- 
cauſe they are nearer by one degree 
than Earth and Fire. 
E. 3 


1:1. They 
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121 They that believed , the ex-| Iy' 
halations from the region of the earth-} fir: 
drawn up into the Air, and becauſe | E 
kindled there, to be ecarthic, and | af 
converted into the Element of Fire, | ve 
are far cut of the way of truth, for | p 
they arenor earthie, bur rather airie | ca 
natures : for our Air being moiſt, | tt 
throvgh the contagion of water lying | : 
in the drie boſom of the Earth,gather c 
a fatneſs, and by the conſortſhip of | c 
the Earth , doth temper the moiſt | Ft 
with the drie , but when it exhales q 
through the pores and creviſes of the < 
Earth heing drawn by hear, or elſe 
the abundance of the matter forcing 


our, it breaks nor forth out of irs pri- 
ſon wi:hcut a noiſe & crack, whence 
proceed earrch-quakes and openings 
not withoue much ruin 3 that exha- 
lation, gor looſe,doth flie up into the 
region proper to light bodies , and | 
there is ſet on fire, being digeſted 
i:s errant motion and heat, more ful- | 
ly into a ſulphureous matter. There- | 
} 


AM. 


fore that natrer is not truly earthie, 
ſince ir is either ponderous nor 
cold, bi:t becauſe it is made fat and 
combuſtible by the concourſe of hor, 
dric, and wal + It may more ooe:: 

y 
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ſy be cailed the accidental ford of 
fire, than the Fire of Nature , or the 
Elemenraric Fire. Thar js a baitarg, 


a ſpurious generation, which for thar 


very realun ought nct to have been 
placed amongſt the natures, cr been 
called by the names cf. Elemenrs 5 
therefore theſe Firings are nightly 
called by Ar:{torl» , imperfe&ly-mix- 
ed things. The ſame we muſt con- 
ceive of the ſmoke of combuſtibles : 
For Smoke being un&ftious , doth 
quickly rake fire , which is nothing 
elſe bur ſmoke kindled. 

122 Fire feeds upon fat and undi- 
ous matter , bur the far moiſture of 
theAir is contempered with drough:, 
whence we often may ſee a ſulfure- 
ous matter , extrinfecally drie and 
terminated with drought, as our or- 
dinaric ſulfur, gun-powder , and the 
likez which though they ſeem to be 
ourwardly drie, docloſe within them 
a far moiſtvre, and npon the firing 
are reſolved into it. 

1:3 And truly they ſlip to pur- 
poſe, thar have raken an opinion, ſee- 
ing ſtones and heavie bodies fome- 
times generated in the Air, and ſhort 
dowa thence by lightnings,thunders, 
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and breaking of the clouds , that the 
Fire turns to a ſtone, cr is converted 
into carth, or have a conceit,that the 
Earth is carricd up thither. This is 
done far otherwiſesfor that hardened 
matter was never fire or earth, nor 
proceeded from the Orb of Fire ( if 
tere be any ) or from the bodie of 
the earth, but an unftious and viſcous 
humonr, in a manner clayiſh, ſhut up 
ina cloud as in a fornace , is ſo hard- 
ened and decofted,as an carthen vef- 
ſel by the heat of the burning exha- 
lations, thar ir turns a ſtone : Hence 
proceed thoſe darred Thunder- bolrs. 
Such meteors as theſe are the wens, 
weakneſſes, and diſeaſes of Nature, 
not Elements. In the ſame , though 
after a ſlower manner,is tke ſtone ge- 
nerated in the bodie out of flegm ia 
the reins or bladder. For the Micro- 
coſm hath alſo his meteors. 

124 The fire of nature is far dif- 
ferent from our artificial or acciden- 
ral fire. The fire of nature is double, 
either Univerſal and Particular , or 
Individual. The Univerſal is diffuſed 
through all the parrs of the Univerſe, 
doth ſweetly excite and move the 
propentive virtues of the ccleſtial 
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bodies, doth impregnare and ſuppl 
with engcndering ſecd this Glote of 
ours, detigaed for the generaticn of 
things3 doth 1:fu'e virtues into the 
ſeeds 3 doth uniwiſt the inrangled 
power of nature > mingles the Ele- 
ments 3 informs rhe Matrer; and f- 
nally doth unlock the fecrer of Na- 
eure : but the founrain of ir is in the 


- Sun, who as the Hearc of the Workd 


doth ſtream forth his enlivening heat 
as his love through all regions. Bur 
the particular Fire of Nature , is in- 
born and in-bred in every mixed bo- 
die, and individual, which flows as a 
rivuler from that General, and doth 
work all things in this Microcoſm or 
lictle World MAN, according to 
an Analogie with the Sun in the Ma- 
cocoſm or grearer World. But who 
15 there that would not ſtile our com- 
mon fire, being an oppotire of all ge» 
neration , living onely upon prey 
ſubſiſtiog upon the ruins of other 
Beings, the deſtru&ion of life , depu- 
ring all things to aſhes, rather a foe 
than a friend to nature, its enemiey 
not its inmare 3 and rather the ruin 
than the raiſing of Life? Bur choſe 
fices that ace bred in the Airie regi- 
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en, are rather engendred by chance, 
than by any intenrion of Nature. 
125 Neither are thoſe two bodies 
of the Earth and Water , ſituated 
next one to the other , convertible 
each into the other, but onely by 
reaſon cf their neighbourhood are 
mingled rogether ; ſo that the Water 
waſheth the Earth, and the Earth 
thickens the Water 3 and hence is 
made Clay, being a bodie of neither, 
but a middle berwixrt bcth 3 whichif 
reſolved by the force of fire, will ſe- 
parate itſelf into both theſe natures. 
The water flying out , the earth ſer- 
tles: neither will there be any con- 
verſion of each into the cther , for 
that cannot be effetted by that ſingle 
common qualitie of cold , fince the 
erineſs and moiſture are nor leſs 
powerful ro reſiſt, than the nwrual 
con'ent of cold can bring them to a 
converſion. Beſdes the drinefs. and 
fixation of the Earth, are quite op- 
poſire to the moiſt and volatile na- 
ture of the Water, fo there is but one 
qualitie agreeing to an alreration,and 
many diſagreeings , which will pre- 
rail in the combate. Befides , here 
13 the help of nature alyays readie 
ro 
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toconſerve it ſe!f, and dorh never in* 
cinc,unlets upon force and conquelt 


| to its cuin or change. 


125 We may gueſs the whole 
Glube of the Earth , not ro he of a 


| leſ: ſettled nature than the Heaven, 


the Moon, or rhe Stars; for it, if it be 
the centre of the Worl1, as It 1s ge- 
nerally received , then certainly the 
conſtancie js not lefs necellary to it 
than re the reſt of the bodies of the 
Wor!d. Beſides the earths the ſame 
withou: any ciſential immuration of 
what it was from the beginning, and 
what it wil! be to the end of ages. 
Bur if ir £14 ſuffer any notable derri- 
men: by the univerſal delage in the 
general, or any accidental in particu- 
lar, as by ſome chaſme , or by the 
hreakings in of rivers, ur the Sea; this 
falls opt by the ſupream order of him 
thar doth change at liſt , the laws of 
the whale and every region: or by the 
diſcordant harmonie of the World, 
or by ſome diſcaſe of ſome diſtem- 
pered nar ure,rather than by any pros 
penſiveneſs or viciouſneſs of the 
Earth. For all the bodies of the 
Univerſe do lie under their burdens 
ard ci ca{cs, alchovgh they be diver- 
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ſified according ro the diſagreement 

of Nature, and difference of perfetti- 
on, yer the accidents do not change 
the nature and conſtancie of them in 
reſpett of the whole. Abſolute con- 
ſtancie and impaſlibilicie do onely 
ſuir roGod alone : but the Heaven, 
Water, Earth, and the reſt of the ho- 
dies of the Univerſe ſhail ſtand firm, 
mregard of rheir eſſence to the de+ 
ſigned period of their age. 

127 If any one of thoſe. four na- 
tures have a propenſitie ro converlſi- 
on, it will be ſtrongeſt in the mean 
qualiries;for Water and Air are joyn- 
cd in greater affinitie between them- 
ſelves than with the reſt, or the 0- 
thers amongſt themſelves. For they 
ſeem not to differ ſo much in their 
qualities, as in the incenfion and re- 
miſſion of them,not ſo much narural- 
ly as accidentally. For ſince Water 

oth by a right of nature challenge 
roit ſelf moiſture and coldnels, it 
dothalſo communicate them to the 
lower region of the Air by way of 
commerce, ( for Air obtains no pro- 
per qualitie almoſt beſides the high- 
eſt renuitie, yer capable of receiving 
the reſt;therefere is it of an heavenly 
RAUTe 


urn ua ooo one 


Reſlitute. 


nature, being of it {clf moſt rempe- 
rate 4 and not addict ro any proper 
qualitie , doth readily receive and- 
diſpence the diſpoſitions, 1atloences, 
and virtues of the heavenly bodies.) 
Denſicie and raricieywhich in a remils 
degree are of kin, ſeem to make the 
principal differezce berween Water 
and our Air 3 for which reaſon God 
is aid in Genrzſts., ro have ſeparated 
the Waters from the Waters ; 4s if 
by reaſon of the uniry of their nature, 
it ſeemed moxe truely ro-be a diviſt- 
on of their firuation, than a muration 
in reſpeR of their eſſence. 

128 Yet theſe bordering natures, 
do not entertain any true and <flſen- 
tial reciprocation, but onely accord- 
ing to ſome reſpe , nor alrogether 
changed, bur ;y ſome mannerzand 
this change is ated in the lower regi- 
en of the Air, which is boundin b 
the cover of the clouds, and reachet 
not the middle, much lefs the higheſt 
region. Water being rarificd into a 
vapour flies up, and is rather raiſed 
then rurned into Airzand that vapour 
condenſed doth refolve , and fall 
down again. The ancients , being 
led by the legerdemain of ſence, 

more 
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it {lf of one and the lame na- 
\ ure, tobe the turning of nature into 
- another: bur iris found to be other- 
wiſe by thoſe that have and uſe a 
ſharp inſight into che depths of N.-- 
ture. He is alſo deceived that ſha!l 
call the Air ſimply a thin Vapor, 
becauſe a Vapour is a middle and i n- 
perfect bodice berwixc the two Wa- 
rers, thoſe above , and theſe «low, 
berwixt our Warer and Air, yet it is 
neither of them, becauſe although ic 
rarific , yer will it never he Þcizhten- 
ed to the great degree of the nohi- 
lirie of the Air. It may he mide a 
ſpurious but never a pure Air: nei:her 
will the refined nature of the Ai; be 
ſo depreſſed and fall from irs puritic, 
as to thicken into a vapour, cloud, or 
Water. For the right of Nature ne- 
ver got thar firſt ſeparation cf the 
Waters, which was really and a&tual- 
ly done by thar Archiret ſpirit, and 
that the eſtabliſhed bounds of the 
parts cf the World, which God hath 
ſealed with an indelible fignatwre , 
ſhould cirher be blurred or removed 
by any new confuſton. 
129 But 


the light of reaſon, con- _ 
& this circulation, 3nd returning 


— — 
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129 But thoſe that dive deeper 
into things , will acknowledge the 
Earth to be the wi1mih of the World, 
the velſel of Generation, the morher 
of a multiplied , and almoſt number- 
leſs ilſJue , which being reſcued in 
the beginning of the Creation 
from the power of the cover- 
ing Waters, and priviledged to it 
{cN, was made and remained drie 
landzand ker bodie being condenſed, 
ſunk ro the foundation and the cen- 
tre of che whole, and ſpread our her 
lap as a Parent toall vegetables, ard 
all other creatures 5 yet did ſhe want 
moiſtute , whereby ſhe might be 
made apt for a fruitful generation. 
Gods providence fer out a remedie 
for this exigence : Therefore from 
the beginning was the water made 
volatile, that ſoit night be carried up 
in vapours., Which being frozen by 
cold in this cloud, might by he:r be 
thawed again into Waters. By this 
maſter-picce of Divine providence, 
was this exigence of the Eacth ſup- 
plied, and that drineſs, which threat- 
ened barrennefs, was tempered with 
a large moiſture, ard the womb of 
ow mother conceived. Therefore 
onely 


mo 
" 
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orcly Water hath the circulation, 
to the intent thar it might moitten 
the koſom of the Earth, or niore tru- 


Ay ir is diſtilled ip the lower region 


of the Air as in its Alembick; that ſo 
by of:en pouring. in , and reiterated 
&:ſtillations, it being abounded, and 
having gotten virtues. both from a- 
bore and below, and endued with 
that celcſtial Ne&ar , ir might more 
effeRvally ſofren rhe boſom of the 
Farth, and endue ic with a prolifical 
victue- . The chief worker of all,who 
maketh uſe of the arr of Nature, hath 
added nothing ſuperfluous ro his 
work, nur Ie; any thing dcfettive 
in it. 

130 But the Water being -the 
menſtruum of rhe World, doth che- 
ruſh and contain in it the ſeeds of 
things and their clements 3 bur ſhe 
having this circulation, the true and 
genuine Elements of things which 
are in the Earth,as in the matrix and 
veſſel of Generation; and in the Wa- 
ter, as in the menſtruum , are alſo 
whirled about. Inthe vapour there- 
fore, are the Elements of the Earth, 


the Water, and the Air; & have their- 


tublimation,and exuberation with ir. 
. - 


R. a. Ss 
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They are not the bodies of Earth 
Water,and Air,which have their pro- 
per ſphears, and conſticare the ſever- 
al Regions of the World, bur they 
are the very ſpiricua] Elemencs of 
Nature, which lye bid and inhabir in 
them , our of whick many badies , as 
ſtones may be generared and excott- 
edin the Air. For where 2ll the E- 
lements well mixt, do meet, as they 
doina va , there bodies may be 
generated 3 bur when they find nora 
convenient matrixzas in the Air,there 
xe ingendered imperfett mixtures, 
not by reaſon of any faulr in the mix- 
ture, but in the Matrix. 

131. The Water being (cated as 
middle , berwixt the Earth and the 
Air, doth trouble both ir by its flow- 
ing, and always moving incouſtancy, 
mfeſting the Air with a black ſoote, 
and noilom vapours, and ofren drow- 
ning the Earth by flouds ; cauſing 
rempeſts in the Air, ruines to the * 
Earth, and corruption to both 3 and 
« doth ailaulr che Region of the one 
with its levity, and of the orher with 
itSgravity > and doth croſs the order 
of Nature , and the nature of Times 


by ics deſe& or excels, yea, doth / 
ſhake 
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'ſhake all her borderers with her ter- 
rible claps and tumulruous ragings. 
Her nature being altogether female, 
the ſupream Creatour ſeems to have 
beſtowed her on the World in the 
narure of a Woman , or a neceſſary 
Evil, eveff ſo doth ſhe arrogate all 


rhings as ſubje& ro her, and turns 
thoſe things that were given her for 
a general good,to a publick ruin. Fi- 
nally, iris the ſcon'g< of divine Ju- 
ſtice, revenging Nemeſes , which be- 
ing deſigned to the vengeance of fin, 
doth break our ro puniſh , and ſets 
the hopes and wealth of many the 
very roors of pride, under ſeveral 
ſhapes of judgements, the ſcoff and 
blaſt of the wot id. 

- 132. The univerſal Natures, the 
more thick they are, the more im- 
pure, the more endved with renuity3 
the more purity. The Eatth, becauſe 
more thick than Water , therefore is 
leſs noble, and ſo Warer than Air 
and Air than Heaven : and fo the 
higheſt Region of the Heavens is the 
moſt noble, becautc ir is moſt ſubrile. 
For it is an undoubred truth , that 
ſpiritual Natures are more excellent 
than corporeal , and the mcre bor- 
dering 
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dering upon the ſpiritual Natures , 
the more they draw nigh to perfe- 
Rion. 

133. The foundation of Genera- 
tion and Corruption is in Moiſture, 
for in- both the travails of Nature, 
Moiſture, of all the Elements, is the 
firſt patient , receiving the firſt ſeal 
of the form. The natural Spirits are 
eafily united with it, becauſe flowing 
from ir, do lightly return to it, be- 
cauſe the root of them, in thar, and 
by that, are the reſt of the Elements 
mixed. The moiſt Element hath irs 
circulation no leſs in mixed and indi- 


| vidual bodies, thanin the World, 
| borh in the work of Generation and 


of Nutririon, for it was Natures plea- 
ſure, that both theſe works ſhould be 
performed by the ſame inſtruments of 
condenſation and rarefattion, and by 
theſame means, to wit,Spirirs. 

134 The Earth is the Veſſel of 
Generation, Warer the menſtruum of 
Nature, containing in it the formal 
and ſeminal virrues, which ir borrows 
from the Sun,the male and che form- 
al univerſal Principle from him is de- 
rived into all things the influcnce of 


' the fireof Nature, and of formal Sp:-. 


1it5y 
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rirs, in which are all things neceſſs Ars 
ry for generation, the in-bred hex 444 _ 
being wrapt up inthe moiſt : There. 7 -< t 
fore Hippocrates did rightly affirm, opts 


Lib. 1. That theſe two Elements, Fire and wd 1m 
deDie- 


Ig. . 


Water, could do all, contained all 
things ia them : For from them do 
iſſue rwo maſculine qualities of Hot |; \ .- 
and D;ie , from the other rwo more dow d 
of Cold and Moiſt, being the female 
qualities, which ſo concurring aud 
mixing ,- perfect the generation of 
mixed bodies. Over thoſe rwo prin- |, 
cipal Elements , the two greater 
Lights were ſet, the Sun the authour 
of Fire, and the Moon the Lady of 
Moitture. 

135. Nature perfedts the crcula- 
tion of rhe volatile Element, by a 
three-fold ation or inſtrument , by 
Sublimation , Demifſion or Reſuſion, 
and by Decoion, whuch ſtand in 
need of adivers remperament. 50 
doth the rightly ordered intention 
of Nature, wandering through vari- 
ous motions, directerh her interrupt- 
cd attions to their defigned end, and 
atcaineth the ſame mark, though ir 
trades through diVvw waycs. 

135 Sublimation is the ——_— 
C 


Reſlituts. 
{a moiſt and a ponderous nature, 
moa light, or the exhalation of ir 
here, (04 V4POUr- The end and benefir 
irq . [dirs three-fold : Firſt, that a groſs 
ang [0 impure body might be munde- 
1 aj (id by actenuarion , and mighr by 
| do [&gree5 be drawn off the dregs; then 
car by fubliwacion it might gain the 
higher virtues , which continually. 
fow down. Laſtly , that by ſuch an 
aacuation the Earth might be dif- 
hucthened of irs ſuperfluous and loa- 


its paſſages , do hinder the ation of 
the heat , and the free paſs of the na- 
tural ſpirits, yea, do violently choak 
them. This drawing away of the ſu- 
perflaous moiſture , rakes away the 
cauſe of obſtruRions, and gives caſe 
to the ſqueazy ſtomach of rhe Earth, 
and makes ir more fir for 1m 

| 137 Burthe Moiſture is ſublimat- 
ed by the impulfive operation of 
heat. For Nature uſeth her fire as 
its proper inſtrument for rarefattion 
of moiſt bodies Therefore the Va- 
þ pours thar generates Tlouds & Rain, 
xe moſt frequently drawn up in the 

Fall and Spring , becauſe then the 

womb of the Earth doth more a- 
bound 


Hot 
ore 
ale 
od 
of 
N- 
er 
ir 
of 


ding humours , which ſeizing upon = 


1 
{ 
| 
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bound with hcrt and moiſt; now Mui- 


fturc is the material, and Heat the &- 
ficient cauſe of exhalarions. Nature 


doth ſlew a kind of intenſe heat in 


ſubl marion , whileſt ir is bound in 
within the terms and latitude of tem- 
perarrre. 

138. Demiſſhon is the ſecond wheel 
of Narrre; in the w-rk of Circulation 
1s the cerurning of the ſpitituous Va- 
pour into a grois and watry body : or 
the Refaſion ofa rarefied and ſubli- 
mated humour, being again conden- 
ſed, and irs deſcent into Earth , thar 
it may dilutc it of its exuberant li- 
quour, and ſuck it up by a fwee: and 
celeſtial draught. 

139. Nature doth inten rhree 
things by irrigation. Fiſt, that it 
m_ not pour out, but by degrees 
diſtil irs abundant humour,leſt there 
fall our a gulf, and by the abund- 
ance of water, the paſlage for che vi- 
vifical ſpirit in the bowels of the carth 
be dammed vp, and the iatrinſecal 
heat of the Earth be extinguiſhed, 
for that wiſe and righteous Governeſs 
doth diſpenſe all her benefirs in num- 
ber, weight and meaſure. Secondly, 
that it might diſtribute the humour 


by 


| 
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by divers drops, a1d bya various 
manngr, tO Wit , a Rain lOnNenneos 
larger, ſometimes leſs, ſomerimes 4 
dew , fonietimes a hoar froſt, ſome 


{ rimes powing out agreater, fon: e- 


times a leſs plenty, that fo ir mighc 
water the Earth according to irs ap- 
petite or neceflity, thirſting for more 


| or leſs- Thirdly, that theſe irriga:i- 


ons or waterings may be not continu- 
al ,, but by turns and berwixt other 
works} for the Sun doth in its courle 
ſucceed the Showers , and the Show- 
es jn theirs the Sun, the day the 
night, and the night the day. 

140. The lighteſt Cold or the de- 
parting Heat, doth unlooſc and make 
fir ro fall thoſe vapours thar are 
brought up into the middle Region, 
and there frozen. . For an immode- 
rate heat doth diſſipate and hinders 
their condenſation, and an inrenſe 
heat doth ſo knit and freeze them, 
thar they cannot produce a humour 
that may be fit to fall down. 

141. The laſt wheel or ation of 
the Circulation of Nature, is Deco- 
Qion, which is nothing elſe bur the 
digeſtion, ripening , and converſion 
mto aliment of a crude nay” 

ille 
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Nilled on the boſom of the Earth. 
This ſeemeth to be the end and the 
ſcope of the others, becaule it is the 
releaſe of their labour , and a recei- 
ving of. the focd, attained by the 
former labours. For that crude hu- 
mour, by force of that internal heat, 
15 chewed,concotted, and digeſted by 
't, being aSit were without motion 
and ina trance, ſilently and without 
noiſe , moving thar ſecret fire as the 
proper inſtrument of Nature , that ir 
may turn that crode liquour remper- 
ed with drineſs into a foud. This is 
the complear circle of Nature,which 
fhe rowls round by various degrees of 
labour and hear. 

342 Theſe three opcrations of. 
Nature are ſo knit rogether, and have 
ſuch a relation each co the orher,that 
the beginning of the one is the end 
of the other, and according to Na- 
tures intention, they doin a neceſ- 
lary order fucceed one another by 
rurns. And the orders of theſe vicifli- 
rades, are fo interwoven and linkt ro- 
gether ,as that combining ro the good 
of rhe whole, they do in their opera- 
tions prove ſerviceable each to other. 

143 Yet Nature is forcedly ſome- 
times 
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times drawn our of her bounds and 
yerges, and ranges in an uncerra'n 
path , eſpecially in the guidance of 
the moiſt Element, whole orders be- 
ing interrupted. do deceive, and they 
do cafily as well as ſuffer wrong , by 
reaſon of the i conſtancy of its vola- 
tile and flitting nature, as alſo by rea - 
ſoa of che various diſpoſition of the 
ſuperiour bodies , which do bend 
theſe things below, eſpecially Moift- 
ure, and draw them from their ſerled 
track, according to the beck of the 
Sovereign Moderatour, who dorh uſe 
them as Organs and Inſtraments to 
the motion of the frame of the Uni- 
verſe. Hence is raiſed the deceittull 
and inconſtant remperature of this 
our Manfjon,and the changed ſeaſons 
of the year. Sodoth the womb of 
the Earth , being diverſly affected, 
bring forth either more plenrifully or 
more ſpariagly , generous or caſtling 
births. So doth the bordering Air 
being either pure or impure, produce 
either healrh or ſicknels , rhe moiſt 
Nature rowliag and toffing all things 

amongſt us. 
144 The Rule of our Heavens is 
unceri ain and deceitful to us,b: caue 
= things 
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things telow reccive their orders 
from things above, whoſe natures and 
affetions are for the mcſt parc un- 
known to us, yet let the Fhilolopher 


| ſet always before his cycs the inten- | 


rion rather than the attion of Natme, 
the order rather than the diſturbance 
of rhe order. 

145 We may obſerve the volnhi- 
lity or flictingnels of the moiſt Na- 
rure, nor onely in the general harmo- 
ny of the World, but alfo in the par- 
ricular of mixed Beings. For they 


are generated by the revolution of | 


Moiſture , they. are nouriſhed and 
_-s by drying,moiſtening,and dige- 

ing wherefore thoſe three opera- 
- tions of nature arereſembled to food, 
drink,and fleep,becauſe meat anſwers 
ro drineſs , drink to moiſture , and 
ſleep to concoction. 

145 Leſt man ſhould dream fan- 
cies to kimſelf, glory in divers privi- 
ledges, atſume to himſel! as proper 
. onely to him the name of Microcoſm, 
or the Worlds leſſer draught , be- 
cauſe there are diſcernable in his ma- 
rerial workmanſhip , an Analogie of 


all rhe natural morions of the Aticre- Þ 


cof.1: , or the larger Volume of the 
—M World, 


A 
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World', let him conſider that eve y 
creature, even a worm, that eve y 
plant, even the weed of the Sea, 1s 4 


. lefſer world , having in it an eprrowe 


of che greater. Therefore let man 
ſeek for a world ovr of himie lf,and he 
ſhall find ir every where, for there is 
one and the tame firſt Copy of all 
creatures , out of which we.e made 
infinice worlds of the ſame matrer,y« t 


man ſhare humility and lowlineſs of 


honour. 
147 The inferiour natures are lea- 


for the Air, giving way tothe vapour 


, that flies up to it, receives it ro lodge 


ia the Region of the Clouds, as in a 
lrge Hall, bur cre it comes thither, 
its body being in a manner ſpicituali- 
zed, the moiſt Being is diveſted of 
| its ponderous nature, thar ſoit migtr 
by this addition of agility ,the fooner 
compals irs defire, and enjoy the p i- 
| wedge of an ambiguous nature. 
> 148 Inthe mean time the Sun,the 
Prince of the celeſtial Quire, and the 
F 2 reſt 


 ſpiſit, and at:r1bure to God glory and 


in form differenced. Let therefore - 


vened by the tuperiour: Bur the Wa- , 
ter nor enduring delay , doth haſt ro 
meet the operations of the Heavens, . 
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E reſt of the ſuperiour Natures, raking | 
care of the inferiour, do inſti] by con- 


{ 
tinual breathings enlivening ſpitits, 4s " 
ſo many rrilling rrvu'cts from their E 
moſt clear and pure Fountains : Eur | 
the Vapours being thin, and foſwim- | vj 
ming io che Air, orciſe bound upin- | 


troa Cloud , do moſt eagerly fuckin | 
in that ſpiritual N. a7, and attradt it | b 
to them by a Magnetick virtue , and 
having received ir, they grow big and | t} 
being impregnated and quickened | 
with that ingendering ſeed, as being : 
delivered of their burden, do freely } 
fall down back into the lap of the þ 
Earth in ſome Dew, hoar Froſt,Rain, 
or ſome other nature3aad this Mother if 
of the Elements doth receive into | 
her womb the returning moiſture, , b 
and being quickened by this Heaven- 
Iy feed , ſends forth in her due time | 1 
innumerable iflues , according to di- | g 
vers degrees, more or leſs generous, | x 
accordingrto the goodneſs of the leed, } {| 
cr the dilpotirion of the womb : and + + 
the inferiour Warers alſo are made | } 
partakers of the benevolence of the F | 


Superiour and Celeſtial, becauſe ſhe þ 7 

goes with the Earth to the making up Þ 

_ of oneand the ſame Globe, andio 1 
| | 


the) 


| 
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they reccive joynt and common be- 
nefits. Eur by the nature cf Water 
is the fermentation of the reſt of the 
Elements. 

149 But this ferment or leaven is a 
vivifical ſpirit, flowmg down from the 
ſuperiour Natures vpon theſe inferi- 
our, without which the Earth would 
be again void and empty. For iris 
the ſeed of Life, without which nei- - 
ther man, nor any creature , nor any 
growing thing could enjoy the bene- 

; of a generation or life 3 ſor man 
lives not by bread alone, but eſpecially 
by that Heavenly food by Air, 19 wits 
by ſuch a ſpirit ſo breathed in , and 
fermented. | 

150 The three material Elements 
being remore in ihe conpoticion of 
things, do onely obey God and Na+ 
ture, and come not under the laws 
of Art, or of humane Invention : bur 
there ace three others that iſſue from 
the copulation of rheſe , which being 


* extracted by reſolurion, do ſufficient- 


ly ſhew chat they are the neareſt in 
the compoſition of mixt Beings, to 
wit,Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury. And 
ſo it is wanifeſted , That there is a 
Trinity of Elements, and a Signa- 

F3 - ruce 
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ture of the univerſal NATURE. 
151 Theſe three laſt Elements ge 
the iſſue of a three fold copulation 
#f the three former , Mercury of the 
mixrure of Earth and Water, Sulphur 
_ Of the copulation of Earth and Air, 


Salc produced out of the condenſe 


tion of Air and Water, and there can 
be*no more combinations of them 
named. The Fire of Nature is in all 
of them as their formal principle, the 
virrue of the celeſtial bodies contri- 
buring their influence and co-opert» 
tion. | 
152 Neither are theſe latter _ 
duced ont of any copulation of the 


former bodies » for Mercury comes | 


forth of an un&ious Earth and clear 
Water well dilured and mixt- Sul- 
 Pphur is generated of the moſt ſubrile 

and drieſt Earth coupled with the 
moiſt Air ; Finally Salt is congealed 
of falr and thick Water, and crude 
Air. 

153 It may he lawfull roafficm 
thar Democrites his opinion, Thar all 
bodies were compoſed our of Aromy, 
is not far diſtant from truth : for boch 
reaſon and experience do vindicate 
him from biting rongues. for the 

k 10wing 
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knowing Philoſopher would nor whol- 
ly conceal, bur would unfold m an 
obſcue and dark term, the mixture 
ef the Elements, which that it might 
be agreeable to the intention of Na- 
tare, muſt neceſſarily be done by the 
fmalicſt , and by aftually indivifible 
Beings: orher wile the Elements could 
mot combine inro a continuous & na- 
rural boy ..Experience teacheth us in 
| the artificial reſolution & compoſition 

of mixr Beings,which ate tryed by di- 
| ſtiflarions , that the perfect mixrion 
| of two or more bodies, is nor done 

bot in a ſubrile vapour. Bur Nature 


1 doth make her mixrions far more ſub- 


tle, and as it were ſpiritual , which 
we may ſafely believe was the opi- 
nion of Democritus: for the grofle- 
neſs of bodies is an impediment to 
Mixtion, therefore the mire any 
' thivg is arrenuared, the more apt and 
fitred it is for mixtion. 

154 The three-fold degree of Ex- 
iſtence in mixr Beings, doth cfeer ro 
us three ſupream kinds of mixr Be- 
| ings, to wit, of Minerals, Vegetables, 
p and of Animal Beings. Natures law 

hath appointed a Being for Miners 
in the Earch, for Vegetables in the 

F 4 EartF, 
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Earth and the Water, for Animals in 
the Earth, Water, and Air; yet toal! 
the Air is the principal food and fc- 
ſter of life. | 

15$ Minerals, are thought ſimply 
not to have an exiſtence or a life, al- 
though Metals from Minerals may be 
ſaid to be endowed with a principal 
life, both becauſe in their generaticn 
there is a kind of a copulation, anda 
commixiton of a double ſeed, male 
and female, viz. Sulphure and Met- 
curie, which two, by a long and mul. 
tiplied circulation, are turned and 
purged, and being ſeaſoned with the 
ſalr of Nature, and fermented by it, 
and being perfe&ly mixed in a moſt 
ſubrile vapour, are formed into a clay 
or ſoft mals, the ſpirit of Sulphure by 
degrees cloſing in the Mercuric, at 
length that Maſs doth grow hard, 
and is confirmed to a merallick body. 

155 As alſo, becauſe perfc & Met- 
tals, eſpecially do contain in them a 


principle of life, to wt, in-ſer fire in- | 


fuſed from keaven, which being dul- 
led by being bound in with the hard 


outſide cf the Mettal, lies hid as 


void of motion,and as an enchanted 
treaſure , til] getting libertie by phi- 


— 
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loſophical ſolution , and the fſubtile 
artince of the work-man , tit doth 
powerfully diſplay its refined Ipirir 
and celeſtial ſoul, by a motion of ve- 
geration, & in the ilJue, heightned to 
the ſudden perfection of arr & nature 

157 Vegetables alſo are inveſted 
wit? a vegetative ſoul or ſpirit, they 
grow by a vegetative motion , and 
muliiply*, yet want an animal ſence 
and motion. Their ſeeds are of an 
Hermaphroditica! nature, for every 
part cular grain doth contain in it a 
fruictull ſed without copulation of 
nilxture of a double ſeed, although 
in every kind, #l.noſt, of Vegetables, 
experience ſhewerh, there are borh 
ſcxes to be found. 

153 God alſo hath wrapt up in tha 
ſeeds of Vegetables, a ſecret ſpirit,th? 
authour of generation ecnnobled 
with a ſpecial charatter , which is 
wholly celeſtial, and a ray of the hea- 


, venly light, void of corruption, in 


which is preſerved the ſpecihcal form 
under the bodie of every individual 
ſubfiſtance.,which being through cor- 
cuption reſolved & loſt,that immorral 
ſpiric being called our by the vivift- 


cal | aland homogeneal hear of the Sun, 
- 
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doth riſe up in a new ſtalk, and 


. tures, and of the lower World, is ac- 


Enchyridion Phyſics 


doth bring iato it the form of the 
10 mecr. : 

159 Animals , beſides their exiſt- 
ence and faculry of vegetation, dv» 
exceed in a ſenfitive ſoul , which is in 
them the principle of life and moti- 
on. Therefore an Animal, ſeared in 
the higheſt degree of things below, 
doth compleat the work of Nature in 
her Elcmentary kingdom , doth live 
Poa generate properly. and in it 

th Nature truly diſtinguiſhed cach 
Sex, thar from two, a third , ou, 
their iſſue might be produced. Soin 
the more perfect Beings the moſt per- 
feft Symbole of the Triniry is moſt 
apparent. 

160 Man, the Prince of all crea» 


counted the Summary of Univerſal 
Nature : For his Soul is an immornal 
ray of the Divine Light, his Body isa 
beautified Compolure of the Ele- 


ments. The inward and unperceive- | 


able faculties of the Senſe, by which 
man doth comprehend all things ob- 
vious, are alrogether celeſtial, and as 
1: were Stars, giving the influence of 
knowledge of chingszthe motions and 
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perrurbations of the mind, are as it 
were the Winds & Tempeſts, Light- 
enings and Thundersz the Meteors, 
which break forth in the Aerial Re- 
gion of the Spirit, do trouble the 
heart and the bloud. Therefore was 
man deicrvedly called a 2/::r0coſyr 
and the accumpliſhe Drauzht of the 
Univerie. 

151 Bur not onely man, but even 
every living crearure, yea,every Plant 
isa HMicro:o/m. SO is every Grain or 
Seed a Chaos , in which are the ſeeds 
of the whole Warld compendiouſly 
bound up, our of whichin its ſeaſon a 
litle Wacld will ſpring. 

162 Whatſoever Bcings of Natnre 
have a perfe& mixrure and life , they 
have a body, ſpirit,and ſoul. The bo- 
dy is made of clay , in which are all 
things neceſſary for the matter of ge- 
nerarion , for it is moſt agreeable ro 
reaſon,that Bodies ſhould be made of 
wo corporeal Elements eſpecially, : 


. viz, Earth and Water. 


163 The Spirit isa ſmall portion 
of the pureſt Air , or the Heaven, a 
middle nature berwixt the Body and 
the Soul, the knot and bond of both, 
the caſe ofthe Soul, and the _—_— 
© 
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of the more ſubtile and ſpiritual part 
of the body. 

164 The foul or form of a mixt bo« 
dy, is a ſpark of the Fire of Nature, 
an undiſcernable Ray of Celeſtial 
Lighr,broughtr into att from the pow- 
er of the ſeed , by the motion of ge- 
neration , bound to an Elementary 
body by the mediation of the Spirit, 
ew. Hoe individual Being to the 
mixt body, the neareſt principle and 
the efficient cauſe of life. It atts ac- 
cording to the diſpoſed matter , and 
the qualities of the Organs. 

165 The nature or form of the 
Soul , becauſe it is alrogerher full of 
light in living creatures eſpecially , 
hath ſo great a diſtance from the dark 
and earthy matter of bodies, that this 
is wholly irrational in reſpet of that, 
and this unproportionably more no- 
ble, and therefore is faſtened by rhat 
ſticteſt tye which Nature makes uſe 

+ of in her works to the body , by rea- 
ſon of the diſconveniency and diſt- 
ance,unleſs the conjunttion and knot 
had been made by the virtue and ef- 
ficacy of a peculiar and powerfull 
mean, therefore did rhe provicent 
Creatuur allign a ſubrile mean, which 
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is the /Echerial ſpirit, which receives 
and rerains the begorten form, and is 
the tye of itto the body , conmmuni- 
cating in irs nature with both. Theſe 
things are to be conceived to be ſpo- 
ken of the celeſtial Soul of Natural 
things, nor of the Super- celeſtial and 
divine Soul of man , which no:with- 
ſtanding is according to the good 
pleaſure of rhe Creatour, brought in- 
to a con{ortſhip with the body of man 
by natural med:ums. 

166 The ſpecifical forms from t? e 
firſt day of the Creation, were im- 
printed in the fuſt individual and par- 
ticular perions, by the charatter of 
the-Id:xal copie , and that divive and 
indelible impreſs was according to 
the direion of the Creatour, by the 
way of generation traduced to poſte- 
rity , thar ſo by the perpetnal ſucceſ- 
fion of particular individual natures, 
the priviledge of immartality might 
be continued in the kind. 

167 Ir cannot, nor muſt be con- 
ceived,that Forms do generate in rhe 
matter their like, for ro pgenetatre rs 
the aloce property of bodies, bur by 
an harmonious motion of their O:- 
gans, they do by them diſpoſe the ” 
min 
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mina{\ matter for generation, and ſhut 
up in ita ray of Light,or a ſecret ſpark 
of life, as a rreaſure : This is the of- 


fice and priviledge of the Form, as al- | 


ſo ro imprint irs own ſpecifical cha- 
rater on thar vivifical ſpirir, wrapr up 
cloſe in the ſeed, which in irs ſet ſea- 
ſon, doth in the work of generation 
by the engendering heat , diſplay it 
ſelf into a foul , whether Vegetative 
or Animal, ſothat what was a formal 
and hidden ſpirit in the ſeed, is now a 


Form in the mixt body. Sothar oc- | 


cult thing that was cloſed in the bo- 
ſom of Nature,is now made manifcſt, 
_—_ CO forth from a power to 


an att. 

168 The Form iſſues nor forth 
onely our of the power an1 virtue of 
the ſeed, beeauſe there is an influence 
of celeſtial virtues in the generations 
of Beings, which do heighren rhe ef- 
ficacies of the matter , do multiply 
them, and as it were midwife itto 
groaning Nature, yea,they do get 11- 
ro, and mixe themſelves with , and 
bring in auxiliary ſtrengrh to the for- 
mal and ſeminal ſpirit thar is in the 
matrer , which is alſo by irs original, 
celeſtial 
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| 
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159 There donor onely meet in 
the generation of every mixrt Bziag, 
the corporeal Elements , but allo all 
the Virtues, all the Powers of Na- 
ture ingeneral , and theſe do contri» 


\ bure ſomething of their own 3 ſo are 


the parts of che Univerſe bound up 
together, that they have an unani- 
mous combination for liſc,and couple 


by a muroual affettion. 


170 The natural Forms of things 
though they are porentially in the 


| feeds, yer are they neither of,nor ge- 


nerated by the ſubſtance of che lower 
Elements , for they have their riſe 
from a more noble ſpring, their 0'i- 
ginal is from Heaven, for their father 
is the Sun, the heavenly Narure the 
bond whereby theſe marrers are knit 
together. 

171 The ſpecifical Forms of mixe 
Beings have within themſelves cloſed 
adark kind of knowledge of their 0- 
riginal , and are carried up by their 
own ſtrength, and by a ſecret motion, 
like unro Waters, to the height of 
their Fountain head. Sothe Soul of 
man being derived from the divine 
Spring of the uncreated Light, is re- 
fle&ted to the ſame by the ſharp m__ 
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of his mind, and hy the ſoaring con- 
remplations of his loul, but the forms 
of other living creatures being taken 
out of the privy Treaſury of the Hea- 
vers and the Sun, do by the inſtin& 
of Narure, ar.d by a weak kind of re- 
miniſcency , glance back thither. 
Hence we may obſerve the frequent 
Prognoſticks of ſeveral creatures con- 
cerning the courſes of the Sun, and 
the changes of the Heavens. But the 
forms of Vegetables, being for the 
moſt part airy and inſpired from the 
loweſt Region of our Air, therefore 
they are nor able ro extend or reach 
forth their power ,of faculties beyond 
ir, they do, according to their ability, 
lifr up their heads into the Air, as 
willing to viſit their Cuuntrey , bur 
they are ſtopped ſo, as that they are 
nor able to paſs the narrow confines 
of their bodics,wanting the ſenſe and 
life of a Soul, becauſe there is fo lit- 
tle of the Suns virrue in them, as wiil 
not carry them above the morion of a 
Vegetation. Forin the order of cre- 
ation,cthe Vegetables were firſt before 
the Sun, wherefore creatnres are not 
equally indebted to him for their 0- 


_ riginals, ard the aged principles of 


, their 
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their life, but muſt acknowledge them 
received from the lightſom Air , as a 
nearer Agent. For thegdilpoſicion of 
their matrer was adjudged by Nature 
as too weak to receive fo ſublime a 
form. 
172 Bur for Stones, ſince they are 
not ſo much generated our of a true 
mixture of the Elements, as from a 
concourſe of Earth and Water, by an 
external force of Heat and Cold,they 
xe decofted as an earthen Work or 
Veſlcl, therefore they are alrogether 
ſenſeleſs, having borrowed a feeble 
form from the dark and cold narure 
of rhe Earth and Water. 

173 Concerning precious Stones 
and Gems , we muſt conceive other- 
wiſe, for they derive their forms from 
the Chryſtal Fouurains of rhe Hea- 
yens and the Sun, and their bodies 
are the pureſt drops of a refined dew, 
pn, pat by celeſtial influences, 
and as it were the congealed tears of 
of Heaven , whence they poſſeſs and 
contain many ſublime vicrues. 

174 Bur the matter of Metals, be» 
cauſe it is watry and earthy, and moſt 
compatted , by reaſon of the princi- 
pal & ſubrile commixtion of wei wy 
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Elements, is therefore heavy and ex 


ceedingly ponderous, and of it ſelf | Mar 


capable of no motion: bur becauſe ir 
is ſublimated and mundefied by the 
wonderfull artifice of Nature, in an 


earthy and ſtony Matrix , as ina Lim- |, 


bick , and irs mixture is compleared 
in a moſt thin vapour , by reiterated 
diſtillarions, that by reaſon of irs ex+ 
ceeding ſnbriliry and exuberancy,the 
influential helps of che Sun and the 
Heavens, get in and mix with it,e!] 

cially in the generation of perfedt 
mertals 3 for this cauſe, though chey 


ferch their bodies from Water and ' 


Earth, yer Nature performing the of- 
fice of workman, doth ſo ingeniouſly 


make up the bodies, efpecia!ly of a. 


perfef metral, thatir delivers chem 
to the heavenly Deities, as rhoſe that 
deſerve to be informed with the moſt 
eminent form. Ir is a work of long 
travail, bur an abſolute one, & height- 
ned ro the utmoſt of Narures aftings, 
in which Heaven and Earth ſecm ra- 
ther to copulate,rhan to conſent. But 
the formal ſpirits of merrals being 
bound up ina hard cover,do ſtick im- 
moveable, till releaſed of their bands 
by Philoſophical Fire, rhey do | ane 

ce 
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duce by their heavenly Seed in their 
matter , that noble ſon of the Sun, 


ir þ and at length that Quint-eſſence of 


admirable Virtue , in which the Hea- 
vens ſeem to lodge with, and come 


im- |, down to us. 


th 
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175 It was provided by the Decree 
of che ſupream Creatour , that a Na- 
rare more noble ſhould nor degene- 
rate into one leſs noble , or that one 
more eminent, into a narure that is 
more baſe, or that it ſhould, abjuring 
xs native priviledge or birth-right, 
come under a ſervile vaſſalage. Sy- 

jour Beings are coupled with theſe 

low, and =S of grearer power do 
communicare themſelves wich thoſe 
of a leſs, rh2: they may iniwrm 82d 
complear rhem by their emiſlary ſpi- 
tits, which notwithſtanding in this do 
no way derogare from their ſtock of 
kind. Nay, when they work them- 
ſelves into the ſeeds of things, or alſo 
mco mixed Beings , they ſubject not 
themſelves ro a bondage , but do at- 
tain a new honour and priviledged 
pong or every mixr Being of what- 

ver kind it is, is a kind of an Em- 
pire, yea the whole world, who harh 


a ſpricual form of her own to rule her, 
whole 
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whoſe office it is to have dowinion 
ver the organs and faculties of 
rure,yea over the whole framesſo the ral F 
thar, which being void and withoy cclcl 
diſtin&ion, did drift it rowling hithel ? - 
and thitherin the vaſt Ocean of Ny 999 
ture, is new called roan Empire. | Ve! 
176 The formal a& of the fir fv! 
matter, as alſo of the Elements, dod '** 7 
inform nothing beſides the ver facu 
principles of Nature , therefcret that 
ſpecifical form doth conſti;ure a per| PP! 
mix Being , neither is it tobe] ® © 
thought to contain any more formg| )) | 
ſince the very Elements in their mix-| ** 
rion, have the charge of the faſhiov nef 
ing, not of the informing of the bv ligt 


& 

177 It is moſt probable, that te | © 
virtue of multiplication,which lyesi ? 
the ſeeds of Beings , doth not floy| 2! 
from the Elementary martrer as itvef-| © 
ficient cauſe, bur ſrom a celeſtial th 
form : for to multiply,is the moſt na- | *! 
tural and proper ation of light , for ly 
from one ray are almoſt an infinite * h 
number darted forthz frow whence | { 
Ir proceeds, that the Sun , who is the l 
Fountain of immorcal Light,is a)ſoin \ © 
nature the firſt efficient cauſe of ge- | ? 
nel 


neration and mul iplication : that 
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therefore every form receives a natu- 


v1 ral power of mul:iplication from the 
| celettial light is prov'd by this weigh- 
4 ry Argument, becauſe it is Jightfull 


and furniſhed with irs native endows- 
ments, E:g2 multiplying 3 Ir is light- 
full , becauſe ir doth enlighten with 
its rays the ſenſitive and imaginative 
faculties in crcatwes, that fo our of 
thar double faculty , ſprings a double 
apprehenſion & knowledge of things 
an external by the ſenſes, an internal 
by imagination 3 bur all knowledge 
isa light, as all ignorance is a dark+ 
neſs: but there peeps up ſome er- 
lighrening and lightſomneſs, when 
there is an apprehenſion of the ima- 
es of rhings, and when thar, which 
y unknown in the dark, is now ma- 
nifeſted by a light of knowledge, for 
it is onely by the good office of lighr, 
that obſcure things receive a revela- 
tion. God did adde ro man a third 
lighr, to wit,his Underſtanding,by the 
help of which he attains by their cau- 
ſes, 4 far more perfe&t way of know- 


| ledge. All theſe things are produ- 


ced by the operation of lighr, and of 
a perſpicuiry flowing our of an en- 
lightened 
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lightened Soul. This laſt a&tion offf® 
tance 


light 1s onely proper to man , the rw 
former are ſhared with beaſts as well 
as by him, for their ſouls are allo par- 
rakers of celeſtial light. The efore 
reaſon doth couvince, that the virtue 
of multiplication in the individwl 
Beings of Animals and Vegetables, 
doth proceed from the Souls multi. 
plication of light , and that ſome rays 
of it are included in the ſeed with the 
Acherial ſpirit , until at length they 
are ſet upon the riſing of the Sun of 
Life. 

178 Light and Darkneſs are the 
principles of Life and Death , for the 
rays of Lighr are the forms of mixt 
Beings, their bodies a dark Abyſs. By 
Lighc all things live, yea Light is lifes 
but thoſe that looſe their life , looſe 
theic light, and are hurried into thei 
former darkneſs, in which they lay 


cloſe and hidden, before they were 


drawn to light by the faral wheel of 
Predeſtinariou. 

179 The ſpecifical forms of Ani- 
mals,as alſo of Vegetables, are ration- 
al, though not afrer the manner of 
men , bur afrer a properry of their 
own,according to the virtues and im- 
prels 
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; of their nature. . For chey have 


unces, knowledge, and their prede- 
nations. The vital endowments of 


Vegerables , are an endeavour of ge- 


grating che like, the multiplying vir- 
wes, nutritive, augmenting , notive 
md ſenſitive, and the like. Bur their 
knowledge is experienced by their 
viſe fore - knowledge of times , their 
&i&t obſervation of change, as of the 
orders of Nature, in a variety agree- 
tble ro the motion of rhe Sun and 
feaven , inthe faſtening rhe Roors, 
the erecting the Stalk, ſpreading the 
Branches, in the opening the Leaves 
and the Flowers, in the forming the 
Fruir, in their beaurifying,in rheir ri- 
pening, in the tranſmurations of Ele- 
ments into aliments, in the inſpiring 
o a vivifical virtue into the Seeds 3 
aſtly, in conſtituting a various differ- 


{| ence of Narure and parts, according 


to the benign or malign concurrence 
of the Sun or Soil. 

180 That the ſouls of Bruirs are 
endowed with knowledge, is ſuffici- 


| ently, by their copularions and gene- 


rations upon ſer. rimes , their juſt 
diſtributions in the forming aud nou- 
ciſhing 
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riſhing of the parts of the individual 
Beings , the diſtin othces of thoke 
parts free from any contuſton, the va 
rious morions of their ſouls, the nim- 
ble faculrcies of their ſenics, the ſecret 
ſpirits, harmonioutly moving the 
members as organs , their pronenef; 
ro diſcipline, their obſequious rever- 


ence to their Maſters, the preſagingy j 


inſtint of chings ro come 3 in moita 
devout worſtip, an art in getting their 
provition, in choice of their raunges, 
providing their fence, their prudence 
in the avoiding dangers , and the reſt 
ations ſo agreeable ro knowledge 
and reaſon, beſtowed upon them by 
Nature. Bur Nature in every indivi- 
dual, is nothing elſe but the formit 
ſelf, which is the principle of motion, 
and reſt of aftion, and life to it, in 
which it is, to which is committed the | 
charge, direction and conſervarion & 
its body, as a Ship toa Pilot. 

191 Bur whowill deny the cer- 


tain predeſtination of Times for the |. 


birth of things, unleſs he fancy 2 
confuſion and diſorder in the Nature 
of the Univerſe, for ſhe draws forch 
all choſe things out of her boſom, ac- 
cording to ſetled and fore-appointed" 
order, 
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order, for ſhe had a preſcript from her 
Maker for the Law of Order,and the 


-f rimes of produttion ; their quicken- 


ing, birth, life and deach have their 
ſet times, and do fulfil cheir deſigned 
ſeaſons 3 thoſe things that either this 
or that year receive their Being,or re- 
rurn to darkneſs, are pre-ordained t9 
itwhich pre ordination,Nature,Gods 
Vicegerent in the rule of che Uni- 
verſe , doth fore-know by the ſugge- 
ſtion of rhe Divine Spirit , wok. 
might be miniſterial to rhe compal- 
fing of ir neither do thoſe things ca- 
ſualy fall our, bur they have a nece(- 
fary, though unknown cauſe , yer the 


*| Grand Ruler of all is not comprized 


| within the Law of Neceſlity , butap- 


- 


points all things, and changeth them 
according ro his own will. He itis 


' thar decrees concerning all, even the 


leaſt rhings, whoſe Decrees want nei- 
ther certainty nor urder. Therefore 
that Order, that runs through the ſc- 


+ ies and ſucceſſion of things & times, 


| red, in reſpe 


hath the law of irs neceffiry from rhe 
divine Decrees. 

182 Asall things which afrerwards 

were attually JH and ſepara- 

of their marrer were 
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potenrially in the Chaos , foall indir 
viduals before they come to light,are 
in the World in their matter and po» 
rentialiry, and will in their time and 
order come forth and break into act, 
but when they fail and dic, theyre- 
eurn as Rivers intothe Sea , into thar 
general Maſs from whence they came, 
eveary Nature recovering its proper 


Region , and being to be brought a- 


gain and again into Natures ſhop, are 


wrought into new Beings upon her 


Anvile. It may be this was that opj- 
nion of the Pythagoreans, therefore 
exploded, becauſe not comprehend- 
ed concerning their Tenet of Tran(- 
animation. 

183 When the mixt body is diſ- 
ſolved, and the corruption of the frail 
Elements.come to a loſs , the Arhe- 
rial nature returns to its native home, 
and there is nothing left in the car- 
kats but a perturbation and confuſion 
of the Elements, having loſt their 
Governour,then there reigns nothing 
bur corruption, death , and darknets 
in the widowed marrer, untill ſhe 
through corruprion be made fir for 
generation, and the vircue of Heaven 
do again flow down into the matter 


thus ' 


hn —_—_—_— 


=O" 


Reftituta, 


thus diſpoſcd,and gathering and min- 
gling the wandering Elements, do re- 
kindle the weak lighr of a new form, 
which at length breaks forth,the for- 
ces of the Elements being corrobo- 
fated, and ſo compleats the new mix- 
fure. 

184 In that corruption which rends 
togeneration , which is a corruption 
inthe mean, and is done with the 
conſervarion of the ſpecifical form 
porenrially inherent in the ſced or 
matter , thar ſublime ſpirit departs 
not, bur being weak and imporent, is 
excited by external hear, and begins 
to move, and withal give morion 
tothe matter, rill at lengeh ir works 
more vigorouſly , and gives informa- 
tion'ro the perfettly mixed body. 

185 The Elements as well as rhe 
Aliments of Nature, do begin rheir 
generation and nutrition , which are 
in moſt reſpetts the ſame from Cor- 
roption. For both muſt neceſſarily 
be purrified, and by putrefaftion be 
refolved into a moiſt, and as it were a 
firſt matter,then is there made a Cha- 
os, in which are all rhings neceſſary 


| for generation and nutrition. So doth 
the birth and repair of every Mzcro- 
| G 2 


coſm, 
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cofm bear with an Analogical reſem- 
blance with the creation and conſer- 
vation of the Macri coſm. 

185 The inſenſible ſeeds of things, 


and thoſe mixed budics which are be- ' | 
got from them, do conſiſt of athrec« | 


told Nature , of a Celeſtial, Element- 
ary, and Mixt Nature. The Ccleſt:- 


al is a ray of the Light of the Sun,en- | 


duced with all heavenly vigour, the 
principle of ation, motion, generati- 
on and life, by whoſc help the ſeeds, 
by their renewed vigour, do reſemble 
the conſtant permanency of the Stars, 
and being in a manner as ſo many im» 
mortal grafts of celeſtial plants, in- 
grafred upon corruptible nature, as 
upon a ſirange ſtock, do by a kind of 


- aneternal ſucceſſion,vindicate it from 


death : The Elementary , corporea! 
and ſenſible portion, which in crez- 
rures is called the Sperm, is the Caſe 
and keeper of the ſeed, which putri- 
fies and is corrupted , and generates 
an inviſible ſeed. The Radical Mci- 
ſture, or the Ferment of Nature, in 
which lyes the ſpirit, is a middle ſub- 


ſtance , coupling the Celeſtial and E- | 


lementary,in the material part anfwe- 


ring the Elements;in the ſpirituakthe | 


Form 


—— 


> — — 
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Form. Like the Day-break , whoſe 
cheek being covered with a dulkie 
lighr, dorh knir rogerher the two cx- 
treams of Light and Darkneſs, and 
being neicher,doth huld forch a mix- 
ture of both. 


187 Life is an harmonical a&t,pro- 


ceeding from the copulation of the 
Martrer and the Form , conſtituting 
the perfett Being of an individual na- 
rure. Death is the term or efid of 
this aft, the ſeparation of. the marrer 
and ſorm,and arcſolution of the mixt 


y. | 
1838 Thee mixt bodies have the 


roots of their g<neration and life in 
Heaven , from whence ſprings their 
Cau'es and Principles, whence alſoas 
| Inverted Trees , they do ſuck their 
juice and aliment. Neither is it ſuit- 
able for the Underſtanding, to be en- 
vaſſaled to the Rule of the Senſes, 


which comprehend nothing but whar 
is ſenſible. But the mind rangeth far: 
abroad beyond rhe Cloyſters of the 
Seuſes, and ſearcheth to a greater 
heighr, for rhe hunting our of rhe 
bounds of Nature. The bodies are as 
it were the barks, the groſler of 
the Elements the accidents of things, 
G 3 under 
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under which lye hid the pure and 
ſ>rightiy Eſſences , which acknow- 
ledge not the ſubjeRion and cenſure 


of the Senſes, and which ir was a ne- 


ceſſicy ro cloth under a dark Clou7, 
that they might paſs from their hea- 
venly,to their earthly province of the 
corporeal Beings. The ſupream Cre- 
atour of Nature enacted this copula- 
tion of ſpirituals with corporeals, 
whereby his uncreated ſpirit commu- 
nicating itſelf, firſt ro the more ſpi- 
ritual and fimple Natures , _ be 
conveyed through them, as by 

ny conduits, to corporeal Beings, and 
ig this manner diffuſing it ſelf gradn- 
ally and orderly, through all the Re- 
gions of the World, rhrough all and 


every Being , doth ſuſtain all things. 


by the Divine preſence, as alſo that 
by aſenfible creature , the Inſenſible 
CREATOUR might be appre- 
hended through corporeal and ſenfi- 
ble reſemblances. 

189 Whatſoever lives either an A- 
nimal or Vegetable life,ſtands in need 
of food,thart the natural ſpirits might 
be recruited, which do continually 
flide forth through the pores,and that 
ſo the loſs of Nature might _ a 
UC» 
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ſacceſiive repair. For the nouriſhing 
juice is made by the more ſucculenc 
ſubſtance of the meacr , wherebv the 
parrs and humours of the body are 
re-inforced. The radical Moiſture is 
renewed out of the purer portion of 
the huumours, eſpecially of che bloud, 
the celeſtial intluence tarermingling 
i; ſelf by refpicarion with ir. 

190 Living things have a two-fold 
nouriſhment, to wit, a Corporeal and 
a Spiricual, the former being of ſmall 
avail co life wichoor the latter. For 
Vegerables do evidently referre the 


_ benefit of their increaſe and nouriſh- 
ment no leſs ro the Air and Heaven, 


than to the Earth : yea the Earth ic 
ſelf, unleſs ſuckled wich the milk of 
Heaven, would quickly find her own 
breaſt ro flag drie , this that holy Di- 
ver into Natiices ſecrets, when he bleſ- 


ſed 7o/*ph, doth thus expreſs: Bleſt Dear. 
be th? L1rd for bis Earth, for the aoples ©9033 


of Heauvea , for the Des, and fo. the 
D:ep that coucherh beneath , for the | 
pleaſant apples of the Sun an1 of the 
Moon , ſor. the top of the everlaſting 
Mountains, for the fruits of the eternal 
Hills, &c. By which myſtical ſpeech, 
the Prophet fore-enſureth the Earchs 

| G 4 plenty, 
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3 ent y, by the abundant influence of 
the Sun, Moon, and of the reſt of the 
celeſtial bodies. 


191 That ſpiritual Diet , as far as 


i: conduceth to the life of creatures, 
1s acknowledged by every vulgar ca- 
pacity, that ſees the renewed reſpira- 
tion, and the frequent ſucking in of 
the external Air. For not onely ac- 
cording to the opinion of ordinary 
Phyſicians, hath Nature ſo workman- 
like framed thoſe bellows , bordering 
upon the heart to cool ir, bur alſo 
that by their continued fanning,they 
might breath in an zthereal Air, and 
hand to it celeſtzal ſpirits , that ſo by 
their recruits the vital ſpirits may be 
kept in repair , and be alwayes mul- 
tiplied. 

192 Philoſophers do nor onely call 
thoſe ſpirirual Natures , which being 
creared withour matter , are onely 
comprehended by the Undetrſtand- 
ing, as the intelligencies, Angels and 
Devils are accounted to be : but alſo 
thoſe that, which although they have 
fe _ from matter , yet = re- 

of their great tenuiry& nobility, 
du not ſubject themſe Do che h_— 
cf the Senſes , and nearer approching 
ro 
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Reftitute, 


ſtood by reaſon, than to1nd by ſent 

Such is the pure part of the Air, ſuch 
are the influencics of heaven!y bo- 
dies, ſuchthe in-ſer fire and ſeminal 
v.rtucs,fuch the vegetable ſpirirs,ſuch 


. the animal, and che vital,and the like, 


in which conſiſts the very nature of 
Beings, than'in grotler bodies. Such 
I'ke natures {pring from Heaven, and 
in relation to fenfibles , do alſume ro 
themſelves the name and right of 
ſpirits. 

163. Ir js ſuitable that we ſhould 


give the Fire of Nature a place a- 


mong(t the ſpiritual Beings , for in it 
ſelf ic js nor perceivable by any ſenſe, 
bur diſcove $i: ſelf onely in bodies, 
by heat and other «effects and acci- 
dents. This is apparent in livin2 crea- 
tures, into which by this unperceive- 
able fire, is infuſed a ſenſible hear, 
and thar Fire with the life ſtealing 
away , the Elementary body or the 
carkaſs, yer the mixcd being d-fſol- 
ved, remains ſound and unhurt. In 
Vegetables, becauſe this Fire is weak- 
&, it doth clude the ſenſe, an4is 

not to be perceived by any hear. 
154 Reaſon alſo convinceth, that 
G5 our 
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cur common Fire is to be forted a- 


mongſt the ſpiritual , rather than cor- 
poreal Beings. For if ir were corpo- 
ceal, it ſhould have from it ſelf a pe- 
culiar and inſeparable body , no lets 
than Earth, Water, or Air , and the 
reſt of the ſenſible Natures,which do 
conſiſt and are beunded within their 
proper bodie:,which do cxiſt in them 
and by them, which do att according 
to their virtues, and produce them to 
the Senſes. Bur Fire hath nora pe- 
culiar and ſenſible body,lodgeth one- 
ly in anothers, (cr a Coal is not Fire, 
but Wood fired, neither is the flame 


Fire, bur ſmoke inflamed 3 finally, | 
that Robber onely feeds upon what | 


3s not his own, lives upon theprey, 
and is extinguiſhed when this fails, 
having nothing in it ſelf to ſeed it. 
Beſides , a body ſuper-a2ded 50 an- 


other body, doth augment the quan- ,, 
city of ir, but this nor found in fue | 
put into wood or ſmoke,forthe ſmoke ; . 
or wood is no way increaſed by the |. 


accefſion of fire in their quantities, 
from which it is evident, that a fiery 
ſpirit rather than a body, doth invade 
ihe wood or ſmoke. A (word melted, 


the {cabbard being umtouch'r, the | 
bones | 
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bones ſhatte1<d by the fierv bol: of 
Thunder, and yet the t]:ſh unhurr,do 
ſufficiently argue tic {piiirual nicure, 
even of thar thundering fire. Yer we 
maſt know that Fire is not whol:y im-+ 
material, for it hath a matcer, tho ;gh 
a very fubrile and Iighr one , where- 
by ic cleaves to the encompaſling air, 
whe.eby it may be kept in by a 
more groſs budy.. Yet dothit rather 
deſerve the name of a ſpirit, than of a 
hody , becauſe it hath nor a ſenſible 
quantity , neither can 1t be compre» 
hended, but when it is arrayed inan- 
0:her body. 

195 For Light the original of ic 
doth evince, that it ovghrt to be fear- 
ed amongſt chole things that are tru» 
ly ſpicicual. There was no light but 
m God before the informing of the 
fiiſt marrer, & the birth of the world. 
Bur when Nature received her Be- 
ing, then began there a ſpiricual lighr 
ro iſſue ſorch from the fiery ſpirit of 
God up:n the matter , and there to 
ſertle as in its lamp, and this was the 
creation and original of Lighc : chat 
wa: the firſt a of rhe Deity upon the 
matter ; the firſt copulation of the 
Creatour with the creature, of a _ 
wit 
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with a body. Therefo;e the firſt in- 
forming Light, was a meer Spirit, 
which did kindle with its fiery virtue, 
as with heat, the neareſt matter , be- 
ing exceedingly rarefied by irs ſpici- 
rual Light , and ſo were the darkneſs 
converted to light. The Heaven, be- 
ing diſtinguiſhed by the firſt light,al- 
though ir be not marecial and fiery, 
yet is nevertheleſs inviſible , becauſe 
in reſpett of the matter, it 1s broughc 
to the higheſt degree of renuity, and 
in reſpet of its form, is endowed with 
ſpirituality. But the Light. tharwas 
ſcattered in the middle Hraven,being 
bounded into a narrower compa's , 
was caſt into the Globe of the Sun, 
which was neceſlarily to be formed 
intoa kind of a thick body, as it were 
into a ſmoke fir to be kindled,yer not 
combuſtible, that ſo it might be ſer- 
led, being kindled by that immortal 
Lighr, and be in the room of the ge- 
neral Lamp of Nature, or as a fiery 
Maſs. The light gf the Sun there- 
fore is nothing elſe bur a lightſome 
ſpirir , deriving itsriſe from the Spirit 
of cternal Light, gathered in, and in- 
ſeparably cleaving to the body of the 
Sun , and made \cnfible by reaſon "a 
the 


te 
® 


adlide 
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the thickneſs of the body, communi- 
caring to allthe natures of the Uni- 
verſe, light, and a manifold virtue; 
conſtiruting the ſpirit of the World 


| by its non-intermirred influence: and 


boand up in a body for the good and 
welfare of the corporeal Narwe. 

195 Yer the Sun-beams that are 
perceivable by our eyes, are nor pure 
ſpirits , for iſſuing conrinuaily from 
the Sun, have their progreſs, being 
clothed with the encompaſſing Air. 
They are therefore nothing elſe bur 
acontinued flowing forth of the ſpi- 
rit of Light , which ſpringing forth as 
ſo many rivulers from their Eternal 
Fountain,and working themſelves in- 
ro the ztherial Nature,as a flame into 
a moſt rhin ſmoke,do over-ſpread the 
whole face of the Univerſal world 
with theic light. 

19) It is naturalro Light to flow 
continually from its Fountain. We 
cal! thoſe Rays iſſuing forth,and mix- 
img themſelves with the airy nature, 
and they are the firſt attings of lighr 
in the Sun, and the conveyance of ir 
from the San. For it is the property 
of a lightfull body , to att by it rays, 
and to ſend forth heat and 1 ghc, _ 

thac 
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that might ſprzad its light abroad by | 


a darting forth , and multiplying of 
its beams. We do by light ſignifie 
both the firſt at of che lighrſom bo- 
dy , as alſo a ſecondary lightſonineſs 
which flowcth our from the former. 

198 The Lamp being out , either 
for want of matter, or blown out by 
the wind , tte fiery and lightfom ipi- 
Tit that kindled the Lairp doth not 
periſh, neither is it exrtingu:thed as it 
commonly ſeems , bur onely loofing 
what it feeds on,and being itript from 
it, 1s ſcattered in and vanitheth to Air, 
which is the Abyſs and univerſal Re- 
cepracle of all l1zhis and (piricual na- 
rures of the material World : from 
whence we may learn,that the nature 
of this Lighrſomneſs is ſpiricual , and 
is dcrived from the ſpiritual Fount- 
ain, not otherwiſe than natural iorms 
from their Matrix, which is the ſpiric 
of the Univerſe, perpetually flowing 
from the Sun , as from an eternal and 
Knmortal Spring, For as the bodies 
of mixt Beings in their making , do 
riſe from the Eſt matrer , and the E- 
lements, and do gradually at their de- 
perrure, flide into the ſame again, ſo 
the natural forms of pra in 
their 
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their approch, do flow from the uni- 
verlal form (which in the manner of a 
Form of forms, doth inipire a formal 
virtue into the ſeeds) and in their re- 
cels do again return into ir. Bur that 
form is rhe Spirit of the light of the 
Univerſe, to which, as to their prin- 
ciple , and as to a nature of the lame 
kind , do all fingle forms and ſparks 
of light gor loole from their ryecgre- 
turn. So are all mixt Beings refolred 
mnco their firſt p: inciples, bur theſe 
principles do return to thar Erernal 
Spring of Nature, as to their proper 
centre and peculiar countrey. 

19 Bur that Spicir of the Univerſe 
is from the Sun,yer not the very lighe 
of the Sun, conſpicuous to us by rea- 
ſon of the preſence of irs body 3 but. 
that inviſible ſpirit, which is continu- 
ally diſperſed by the beams of the 
Sun, through the univerſal Region of 
the Air, and dothextend ir ſelf per- 
petually by communication through 
our Heaven, Yea, even to the centre 
of the Earth, and thar in the abſence 
of the Sun, andin the darkeſt night, 
pouring our all gifts for generation 
and life, through all the bodies of the 
Uniyerle. 

200 The 
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200 The divine Love was not able 
ro contain it ſelf within ir ſelf, bur 
did wholly go our of it ſelf in thecre- 
ation, by mulrciplicarion of it ſelf, and 
pouring out himſelf wholly alſo in the 
conſervation of creatures in them- 
ſelves. Lighralſo, which is the ex- 
atteſt Copie of the Deity , doth al o 


imitate the divine Love : for it is not © 
able to be comprized withia its own ' 


lighrſom body, bur is d:ffuſed far and 
near for the good of o:her Beings, by 
aſtrong nwl'iplication of its beams, 
Þeing not ſo much born for it ſelf as 
' for others, being as it were the token 
of Divine Love, communicating it 
ſelf ro its power , and reaching forth 
inro the moſt remote places, unleſs 
ir mect wicha ſtop from a thick bo- 
dic. 

201 Light allo doth hold forth ro 
ns the infinite Nature of God; for the 
ſmall light of a lamp or candle can- 
nor, as long as it is fed,by all its con- 
tinued effluence of rays, and by irs 
infinite communication of irs flames, 
| be exhauſted or diminiſhed. As many 
beams ſo many ſtreams flow from ir. 
Yet though it gives, though it diffu- 
ſeth ir ſelf, alchough much be _— 

o:N 


_, 


] 


Reſtitute. 


from it, yer isit not brought to no» 
thiag, neicher receives loſs, which is 
the alone properry of a ſpiritual na- 
rurey and is alrogether unappliable to 


.a corporeal. So the intellectual en- 


dowments , as the underſtanding and 
knowledge of things, which are juſtly 
eſteemed ſpiritual lights, are of the 


| ſame kind, that though alwayes be- 
| ſtowed abroad, yet are preſerved en- 


tire at home. Therefore muſt we con- 
= Oy there is ſomething divine in 
ghr. 

202 The beams of a lightſom bo- 
dy , although they be of a ſpiricual 
narure , yet are they ſtopr by a thick 
body, becauſe their conveyance is by 
means of the Air, withour which the 

are nor perceivable by os, by whic 

copulation alſo they are in a manner 
made corporeal, and therefore cannot 
pierce or enter into the bodies that 
are nat-porous, So ſpiritual things 


_ doatt with us by ſome ſenſible mean, 


that ſo we may perceive them to aft. 
Bur the lighrſom body being abſent, 
the beams alſo depart,neither do they 
part from his preſence , becauſe they 
immediately flow from him. 

203 But the Air is without en- 
lighrened, 
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—_ not onely by the preſence 
of 8 body of light , and of the beamy 
from ir,but alſo the body being gone 
#nd the beams withdrawn, by alight 
ſom ſpirit flowing from chem : asis 
efecar in the darkeſt Eclipſe , or the 
Heavens over-caſt with the blackeſt 
clouds, or wrapt up in the mack of 
night, yea, the Sun being ſunk under 
the Horizon : for that at of preſent 
light cannor proceed from the bodyof 
light, and irs beams being abſent, but 
from the acceſs and preſence of a ipi 
ricual light. 

ac4 A tranſparent body as glaſs, 
being pointed with the Sun beams, 
doth garher them , and receives in it 
the image of the Sun , and is made 
_— & as it were a bricf draught 

the Sun , which ſends forch irs 
beams on the fartheſt ſide oppoſice 
ro the Sun, from which the bearns of 
the Sun being refrafted , by the con- 
courſe of the glaſs , ſeem to pals 
through the glaſs , which yet indeed 
_ o not, for the rays by reaſon 
of the Air thar cleaves ro them, are 
ferled about the glaſs, the ſpirit of 
light onely pafling forward , bur by 
the beams which are darted our on 
the 
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the other ſide , are the beams of the 
Sun, or of the glaſs being kindled by 
the Sun-beams into a lightſom bo- 
die, 

205 Every rranſparent bod mo 


| ly glaſs, is a mediues of light, 


c it receives light into it, and ha« 
ing received it, doth communicate ir 
tothe Air thatis beyond it, nor by 
the ſending forch of lightſom Air a- 
bout it,which is repugnant to Nature, 
bur by another double way. Firſt, be- 
cauſe a tranſparent body yields to,and 
lets paſs the ſpirit of light, and doth 
ſend ir forth abroad being received 
byit which ſent forth, gers into the 
joyning Air , hence Ketagd that 
plencifull light 3 and beſides, becaule 
that tranſparenc Medium is made by 
the benefit of the light,it receives nor 
onely light in it ſelf , bur lightſom to 
others, and by the ſpirit of Light, 
which is in love with tranſparent bo- 
dies, becomes as it were a lighted 
lamp. Bur now every lightſom body 
hath the priviledge and power to ſcat» 
ter irs light, which is not granted to 
thick and dark bodies, unleſs by re- 
fle&ion. 


206 Thoſe which are the pure na- 
rures 
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rures of mixt Beings, are mearly ſpi-| 
rirual\, the bodies are as it were the 
Barks and Veſſels , in which they are 
contained and kept. And nor other- 
wiſe could thoſe (ublime Natures,un- 
1:\s ried to the corporeal Elements, 
a1d ſo bound in by their weight, pah 
this lower Sea, and lodge in the Cen- 
rre of this Abyſs. They come ſubjeRt 
to ſenſe by their bodies, the bodies 
are moved and ated by them, ſo do 
they do interchangeable offices. Tha 
that ſecrer of Homers 7uno, whom 7«- 
= ler down with a- weight at her 
els. 

207 Since the whole frame of the 
Univerſe is but one onely body , one 
onely univerſal Nature , confiſting of 
many natures and bodies, bound 10- 
gether by their proper Mediums and 
bonds, ir ſhould nor be wondered at, 
that ſuch parts & members are knit to- 
gether by a ſtrong, bur ſecret rye,and 
do give a mutual aſſiſtance each to 
other, for they have not onely a mu- 
rual celation to, but alſo a communi- 
cation with one the other , and theſe 
various natures Jo exerciſe a kind of 


nan... 


2 commerce , the extreams by the 
middle , the middle by the neareſt 


But ' 
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Bur this communication is perform- 
ed by ſpirics ſeur forth: for all che 
parts of the world , all the individual 
natures of the world do abound in 


| ſpuirs; many of which flowing forth, 


leaye room and give way for thoſe 
that flow in, and fo is there by the 
continual ebbing out and flowing in 
of ſpirits, a continual reparation of 
the world, and of the natures there- 
of. This is the ſcale of general Na- 
ture preſented in a viſion to the Pa- 
triarch Zacob, theſe are Mercuries 
wings, by whoſe help being miſtically 
termed by the Ancients, the Meſſen- 
ger of the Gods, he was thought fre- 
quently to viſit the coaſts of the 


| Earth, and the courts of Heaven. 


2c8 The attive principles of cve- 
cy kind of Vegetables or Animals are 
ſpiritual, their bodies are the paſſive 
organs of the ſpirits, by which they 
exerciſe the faculties of the ſenſes, 
and do by various attings pur forth 
their powers, as the authours of atti- 
ons, fo that in the general life may 
be termed a concenr of ations , or a 
continned a diverſified by the mul- 
tiplicitie of ations, flowing from a 
ſpicitual fountain, and brought forth 
by corporeal organs. 209 It 
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209 Ir is the propertie of the ſpl. 
rirval naruretoatt, of the corporeal 
tO be paſſive, where therefore there 
5a concontle of both , as in mixed 
bodies, that as the more noble doth 
at and rule this as paſſive doth obey, 
For the power of att is the priviledge 
of ruling , but the burden of being 
paſſive is the mark of being ſervile; ſo 
the in-ſer fire in the ſeed,is the prin- 
_— of generation and life, the high- 
e 


operating ſpirit , the Archzus of }. 


Nature, the orderer in the preparing 
and forming the matter in the mixti- 
on and diſtribution of rhe Elements. 
So doth the Form in the mrxt Being 
exerciſe its rule at his will, as the 
fountain of all aftions. So do the vir- 
rues of the heavenly Beings diſpoſe 
and ſeal all inferiour Elements and 
corporea! matter. 

210 Natural bodies which | haye 
af adtive vigour , and an veculr cauſe 
of afting, do not, as is commonly 
chought, att alone” by their qualities, 
bur by ſecret ſpirirs- For the fire 
doth not heat and burn by the ſingle 
qualirie of heat , but by the continu- 
al flux of ſpiris and rayes. Neither 
do the Earth and Water refrigerate 
of 
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of moiſten by the alone qualities of 
cold and moilt , bur by their vapours 
and in-nace ſpirits lent forth,do affet 
the ſenſe from without. Neither do 
poylons onely by cold or . hot quali- 
ties, bur by malignant ſpicits bring 
death or infettion ſooner or later. 
Concerning Plants or Herbs, we muſt 
judge alike , becauſe their ative vir- 
tues do not lie hid in their qualities, 
bur in their eſſence, which Nature 
f. hath made abundant in ſpits, whoſe 
| baſis and principle powers are con- 
| cerning ſpirituals , for the bodics are 
F asthe ſhadows or the inveſtments of 
things, under which the inviſible Na- 
þ ture 1s hidden, bur ſince qualities are 
; the accidents of things, are not 
therefore able to conſtitute their eſ- 
ſence, nor ſhew forth in their aftings 
thoſe wonderful virtues, bur are one» 
ly as the in-ſer inſtruments of ations 
& paſſions, which the working ſpirirs, 
that are the workers of all actions 
make uſe of in their attings, bur yer 
Nature indures them not as princi- 
| ples and efficient cauſes of ations. 
211 The natural tinctures, odours 
and raſts of things are ſpecial and ſpi- 
rirual gifts of Nature , with _ : 
at 
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hath ſuitably inriched her Beings, 

& which do not onely comtibureta, 
their ornament,or onely are inherent 

'n chem,as extrinſecal accidents, bur 

alſo have an in-ſer and radical cauſe, 

and are not ſo much ro be rermed ac- 

cidents, as demonſtrative tokens of 

inward virtues , by whichthe occul 

and formal ſignatures of chings diſco- 

ver themſelves. 

212 Rarefattion and condenſation 
are the rwo inſtruments of Nature,by 
which ſpirits are converted inro ho- 
dies, and bodies into ſpirits, or alſo | 
by which corporeal Elements are 
changed into ſpiritual Beings , and 
ſpiritual into corporeal; for Elements 
do ſuffer theſe changes in mixt bo- 
dies. So the Earth doth miniſter 
ſpiritual food to the roots of vegera- 
bles, which being fed upon , doth go 
into the ſtalk, rhe bark, rhe boughs, 


the branches, the flowrs,and into the {| 


corporeal-ſubſtance. The ſame is 
done by Narure in Animals. For the 
meat and drink, which they diet on, 
or at leaſt the better partis termina- 


red into humours, and at length into - 


ſpirirs , which getting through the 
pores, and knit to the fleſh , nerves, 
d bones, 
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bones,and the reſt of the parts of the 
bodie, do nouriſh and avgment them, 
} 2nd do by the never-ticed work of 
ſupply , repair decaying nature. . So - 
| the ſpiritual and the portion of the - 
er ſubſtance, is curdled ro the 
othie bodie of ſeed. Art the Ape 
| of Nature, doth experience the like 
in her reſolutions and compoſitions. 
213 The life of individuals is ina. 
| rational and ſtrit union of rhe mat-- 
ter and form : but the knot of both 
natures , their tie and baſe lieth hid 
| in the fortified embraces of the in- 
nate heat and fire, and the radical 
moiſture. For that formal fire is an 
heavenly ray, which is united with 
| the radical moiſture , which is the 
pureſt and beſt digeſted portion of 
the matrer, and as it were an oyl fle- 
fzcated, exuberated , and turned as 
it were into a ſpiritual nature, by the 
. organs of Nature, as by fo many A- 
kmbicks. 

214 There is much of the radical 
moiſture in the ſeed of things, im 
+ which,as in irs foodzis kept a celeſtial 

Spark, which doth a& all things ne- 

ceſlarie ro generation in a conveni- 

ent Matrix. But whereſoever there is 
: H a 
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a conſtant principle of hear , there is 
conceived to be a fire, becauſe the 


natural principle of heat is his in 


which it 15, 

215 A man way obſcrve ſome- 
thing immortal in the radical moj- 
ſture, which doth neither vaniſh by 
death, nor conſume. by the force of 
the moſt violent fire , but remains 


unvanquiſhed in the carkaſes and 


aſhes of bodies burnt. 

215 There is a double moiſture 
lies in every mixed Being, to wit, an 
Elementarie and a Radical. The 
Elementaric,. being partly cf an aai- 
all, parly of a watric nature, yields 
not to fue, but flies away into a + 
pour cr ſmoke , which being dram 


forth,the bodie is reſolved into aſhey$ 


for by ir, as by a glue, the Element 
in their mixture are knit together, 
Bur the radical moiſture ſcorns the 
tyrannical aſlavits of common fire, 
bur ir neither dies in the martyrdom, 
nor flies away in the combar, bur fur 
viving the mixt bodie,doth ſtubborn 
Jy ſtick to its aſhes, which is an en 
denoe of its exaQt puritie, 

217 The experience of this rali 
cal moiſture; hidden in the aſhes, did 
| reaci 


| 
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teach a ſecret to the glaſ-maRers, be- 
ing ignorant of the narure of things, 
for by brmging Glaſs our of Aſhes by 
the ſharp point of their caſting 
flames, they have made a hidden 
thing evident, beyond which,neither 
the ſtrength of fire or art are able ro 
ſtrerch it- Bur the aſhes muſt neceſ- 
farily run, that there might be a con- 
rinued quanritie, and a ſolid bodie 
made as glaſs is , which could nor be 
otherwiſe , for there can be no flow- 
ing of any thing without moiſture. 
Therefore that moiſture being inſe- 

rable from its matter, is at length 

oughr to rerminare into that noble 
and as it were 2therial cranſparent 


ie. 

218 The extraQion of Salts out 
of Aſhes, in which is the chief vicrue 
of mixt Beings , the fertilitie of 

ound increaſed by the burning of * 

ubble, and by aſhes,doth evidence, 
that that moiſture preſerved free 
from fire, is the radical principal of 
generation, & the root of natnre-Al- 
though vhis virtus lies hid, ſolitarie 
and idle, till being received by the 
Earth, the common matrix of Na- 
«tes principles, yer ſhew forth a hid- 
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den facultie convenient for generati- 
on and multiplication, as it is alſo ac- 
cuſtomable in rhe ſeed of things. 

219 Thar Radical Balfame, is Nz- 
rures ferment or leaven, infetting the 
whole maſs of the bodie. Ir is an in- 
delible and mulciplying rincture, for 
ir pierceth and . ringeth even the 
more loathſom excrements., which is 
evident by the frequent , althongh 
imperfect generation , that is made 
from our ot them , as alfo by the fre- 
quent domging of ground , which is 
known by the moſt onſkilfull haſ- 
tandmen , that ſo the Janguiſhing 
land may be ſer forward to pay its 
due, and that with an advantage to 
the expecting labourer. 

220 We may gueſs, that thatroot 
cf Narure,which ſurvives the ruia of 
the mixt bodie, is a foot-ſtep, and 
the pureſt and immorral portion of 
the fult matter informed, and frgned 
Gomoeh i ans charaQter of Light. 
—EFar-rtat ancient marrimonie betwit 
the firſt Matter and its Form, is not 
to be unried , fromi which copulation | 


the other bodies drew their original. } 


Moreover, it was neceſlarie thar this | 
mcorruptible baſe of __—_— 
hings, 
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things , and as it were the cube-root 
of them ſhould lie hid, always remain- 
ing and immortal in the depth of bo- 
dies, that it might be conſtantly and 
perpetually a material Principle ,, ha- 
ving a potentialiry and aptitude to 
life,about which,as about an immove- 
able Axle-tree,there might be a con- 
tinual turning of the Elements and 
things. And if we may have the liber- 
ry in dark things, to gueſs at whart is 
moſt likely truth, that immorral Subh- 
ſtance is the foundation of the mare- 
rial World,and the Ferment of its im- 
morraliry , which the Erernal Meaſu- 
rer of all things hath fore- eſtabliſhed 
ro ſurvive the day of the conflagration 
of all things,when rhe Elements ſhall 
be purified by that refming fire, that 
ſo he might renew and repair out of 
this pure and ever-remaining Matter, 
his work vindicated from original fir, 
an! the taint of corruption. h 
221 That this radical Bafis is not 


of the kind of ſpecial forms, is evi- 


dent, becauſe every individual hath 
its individual and fingular form,which 
doth depart the body upon the diſſo- 
lution of the mixt Being, yer thatra- 
dical principle remaining unextin- 
guiſhed,alrhough ir atide much wea- 
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kened,and cflitrle efficacy, by reaſon | ®," 

of the abſence of the form, yerdo þ 

thoſe viral ſparkles remain apt ſor the 
production of more debaſed and in- { 

perfe births, which produQtion be. | for 

tongs not ſo much to Nature,as tothe | 

matter in its birth 3 this atrempreth, 

but is not able to generate without a di 
companion, by reaſon of the abſence | 

of the formal and ſpecifical virtue, 

So the carkaſs of a man or an horſe, 

by reaſon of the defett of ſeed is not | 

capable for the generation of a man | 

or an herſe , but of loathed worms | 

and other inſets, from whence we 

_ guels, that that feeble principle 

of life proceed: from the ſcarcity of 

the firſt marter , and rather to be of 

the family of the lower -Elements, 

= than of the higher and celeſtial, yet | 
> that there is in it ſome of that tinfure 
. of light. , 
222 For certainly that ſlight ſpark 

| of thar former light , which did in the 
beginning inform the dark matrer of 
the lower Abyſs, may be ſufficient for 
the generation of inſefts: for it doth 
work the maner by a confuſed and 
difordered morion,that it might bring 
forth the power into a feeble att, bur 
the matter warmed by this ſpark, and 
as 
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a5 it were languiſhing; being corrupt- 
ed rather by the fancy than the co- 
pulation of a male, doth ruſh into the 


 Juſtfull aR,and being unable to bring. 


forth a juſt iſſue of Nature,dorh form 
loachſom phanraſms, as Worms, Hor- 
ners, Beetles, and the like, in the fil- 
thy excrements. Therefore that ra- 


. dical Moiſture is the neareſt and ne+ 


ver-ceafivg fubjet of generation and 
life, in which is firſt kindled the fire 
of Nature,and the formal a in a well 
diſpoſed and prepared matter. But 
ina confuſed and il! ordered matrer, 
where that humour doth a the part 
of the male, it begers ſpurious and ba- . 
ſtard births of Nature , for that gene- 

ration which is made withour ſpecift- 

cal ſeed, ſeems ro be made rather by 

chance and default, than by the in- 

tention of Nature , although in it 

ſeems ro be a dark and confuled kind 

of copulation of adtives with paſlives, 
which is required alſo to the produ- 
Aion of every , though imperſed, 
Being. 

223 Thar radical Ferment con- 
ſtantly abiding in the depth of mixr 
Bodies,ſecem to be the Band,Seat and 
Tye of thar matrimony contratted 
between Light and Darkneſt,berween 

H 4 the 
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the fiſt Matter and the univerſal 
Form, finally of all the Conrtrartes: 
otherwiſe the Matter and Form, by 
rcafon of rheir repugnant natures, 
would nor be knit together. Bur thar 
dark unbridledneſs of the firſt matter 
and its averſeneſs from light was ta- 
med, and its hatred turned into love, 
by the good office of that lightſom 
tinfture, which doth reconcile things 
repugnant. 

224 The inbred Heat and the radi- 
cal Moiſture are of a divers kind, for 
that is wholly ſpiritual and of che Sun, 
this of a middle natwre , betwixt a 
ſpiritual and a corporeal , both parti- 
cipating of an zrhereal and clement- 
ary Nature ; that is of the degree of 
things above, this of things below, in 
which was celebrated the firſt manri- 


age of Heaven & Earth,by which alſo + 


Heaven hath irs abode in the very 
Centre of the Earth. They are there- 
fore deceived, that do confound rhe 
inbred heat and the radical Moiſture, 
for they differ no leſs than ſmoke and 
flame, the light of the Sun and the 
Air, Sulphur and Mercury : In mixt 
Beings, the radical Moiſture is the 
feat and food of the inbred and cele- 
ſtial Fire, irs bond with the Elemen- 
ray 


"| 
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tary body : bur that power of Fire i® 
the Form and Soul of mixt Beings 
In ſeeds, that moiſture is the imme - 
diare Keeper and Caſe of that Spiric 
of Fire incloſed in the ſeed, till ir be 
ſer on to generation Mm a diſpoſed Ma- 
trix, by an adventitious hear. Fina]- 
ly, that radical Subſtance is Juican's 
Shop in every mixt Being, the Chim- 
ney in which is kept that immorral 
Fire,which is the mover of all the 
faculries in an individual nature. 


22$ That radical Moiſture is the 


Carholical Balſam , the moſt precious 
Elixar of Nature, the Mercury of Life, 
having a perfe&t ſublimation by Na- 
cure, a doſe of which is adminiſtered 
to every individual of her family , 
weighed to a juſt quantiry by plente- 
ous Nature. They that have attained 
the happineſs to fetch our this hidden 
Treaſure of Nature, wrapt up cloſe in 


the heart, and in the cloſets of Na- 


tures birth, and can ger it out of thoſe 
cloſe coverrs of the Elements, ler him 
boaſt that he hath attained rhe chiecf- 
eſt ſtaff and help of life, and a moſt 
precious Treaſure, 

2265 The order of Reaſon and of 
Creation doth require , that the firſt 
Copies of chings,being firſt of all con- 
HS cealed 
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cealed in the celeſtial Natures, were 
tran{mirted into infe. jour Beings: bur 
in the ftyſt they are of a far greater 
perfettion , both becauſe of their 
greater tenuity and dignity, -as alſo 
becauſe of their reighbouriog ſears ro 
the Eternal Being : bur with uy they 


are munch m-aner, becauſe carved in - 


a grofler and lefs valuable matrer, and 
more diſtant from their eternal Prin- 
ciple. There is nothing therefore 
printed in this lower Margin of the 
World, which was not at firſt copied 
| in the heavenly Being : neither 4 
'therte any particular kind of Byng 
cf the interionr natures , which doth 
nor acknowledge the dominZon of 
one Supcriour agrecable to ir, and 
which it nath not the ſecret ſeal and 
ſigrature of #t. So do things below. 
depend on things above. 

227 The World isa crea-ure ofan 
ambiguous natwie, for ir is of both 
Sexex, the higher part, to w1t, the ce- 
I:ſtial, is aft:ve and maſculine 3 the 
lower Elementary nature , isthe paſ- 
five and feminine nature. The Globe 
ot the Earth is the won. b,, in which 
the engendeiig feed of Heaven. is 
ceived and kept. From the maſcu- 
tne pair procecd life ard Nicrgeh; 
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from the female part corruption and 
death do iflue. 

228 Since ſuperiour and inferiour 
bodies have their original from the 
ſame Principles , as from their parts, 
yer are they nor ſuch as have cheir 
equal lor: it is equal, that thoſe things 
thachave the honour of being nobler 
ſubſtances, and advanced to higher 
oftices, ſhould diſtribute to their bre- 
thren of a lower degree , being poor 
and in want, ſome of their wealth,and 
ſo provide for their life and converſa- 
tion. For it was provided by the fore- 
ſight of the Deity , that ſince there 
was 4 necefliry that the World ſhould 
be made up of unequal nacures, the 


' ._niore powerfull Natures ſhould aid 


the weaker, & hand help ro the fainr- 
ing Natures. So Love is the indifſolu- 
ble knor of the parts of che Univerſe. 

229 In this ſublunary Region, dil- 
eaſcd Nature ſickens out of adefett 
ot the proportion and temperament 
ot the Elements , either by reaſon of 


the quantity, or of ihe qualities , Ei- 


ther out of a 100 great incenſ1on Or [E» 


« miſſion , and fo 15 there a diſlonancy 


in Natures mulick, and a diſtemper in 
he: bodies. Therefore the conſonau- 
cy of the Elements,which rifeth from 


155 
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a proportion, and conſtitures their 
remperament, being gone,the matrer 
and form of rhe whole mixc Being 
hath a bad coherence; Narure is trou- 
bled and ſtaggers with a perplexed 
confufion, and hence do firſt diſeaſes, 


and then death aſſault diſordering and - 


falling Natore. 

230 Thar diſcord of thoſe Princi- 
ples , have cirher an intrinſecal and 
radical cauſe , as from a vicious ſeed, 
an evil generation ,.or age 5 or an in» 
trinfecal and accidental, as from a too 
great repletion or emprineſs , from 
whence either an excefs or defect m 
kumovrs and fpirirs; or from putrefa- 
Rion, mortal poiſon, infefion, grief, 
hurr , or ſome other impediment 
brought upon the Organs of life with 


w the Nike,which do hurt Natore. 


231 The four radical Qualities of 
the Elements, are as ſo many harmo- 
nions Tones of Nature , not contrary 
bur divers , and diſtant each from 0- 
ther by cercain pauſes,from whoſe ra- 
t:onal difference , inrenfion and re- 
miſſion, is made a perfett conſent of 
Narvre, perceivable by rhe under- 
ftancing , bearing an Analogy ro that 
vocal Muſick which is heard by rhe 
Series. Sharp ard Flat in Muſick, 
though. 
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though they are exrreams,yet are not 
Contrarics in Muſick, they are the 


rerms of thoſe means, which lye be- 
ewixe them , and are compoſed and 


tempered afrer a divers manner by 


theſe rwoextreams.So Heat and Cold, 
Drineſs and Moiſtuge, are the extream 
Qualiries in Nature, yet not therefore 
contrary,bur onely the bounds of the 
middle and interjacenr Qualities,from 
whoſe mixture and temperament , do 
the middle proceed. 

232 The motion of Nature js con- 
tinual and not tyred , no lels in every 
part than jn the whole. For ſhe al- 


. ways acts,never idle,ſo chat ifſhe were 
' burour of aftion for a moment, ir 


would ruine the whole frame of the 
Univerſe , which is addifted tro a de- 
cr2e of a perpetual motion. For nei- 
ther doth the ſetled Earth , the calm 
Sea, the quier Air , therefore alroge- 
ther reſt, becauſe they are not ſeen to 
be moved , they reſt no more than a 
ſleeping man : thar reſt isa remiftion 
of ation, nor an omiſlion or ceſlati- 
on. Nature atts within, neither doth 
it ever dcfiſt irs ation or motion of 
the Organs. Even a very carkal(s hath 
a motion, 20 x41, of corruption: bur 
living 
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living Beings , though they are nor 
atted by a local , yerare they by an 
Organical motion. 

233 Nature doth move the frame 
of the Univerſe in a uniform and or- 
derly moris, yet fo that wheels things 
unequal and unlike , by an unequal 
unlike motion. This unequality of 
the motion is required by a Geome- 
trical equity, and ſoall the motions of 
all-che heavenly bodies, may be Geo- 
metrically rermed equal, conſidering 


the difference of the magnitude, di- 


ſtance,and nature of them- 

234 Nature being no leis power- 
full chan wiſe, in the informing and 
governing of her Works , doth atrain 
her certain end by many wanderings 
and winJings, which is moſt evidem 
in the births of the Earth , for ſhe 
handling the Elements in an unequal 
remper, doth, eſpecially in the Wins 
ter, repleniſh che womb of the Earth 
with a fruirfull ſeed, in the Spring 
brings ſorth an eafie birth, in the 
Summer ripens the fruic, and in the 
Autumn all fall. 

235 This diverſity doth eſpecially 
proceed from the approch and receſs 
of the Sun, appointed to this end $4 
tle 


— oils”. A.” eds. aan AS 


— > 5 © =» Ro. 7 


ey 3 og 2X 


Ys wy 


Reſlitute. 
the Creatour : For he hath deſtina- 

ted the Sun to the Rule of the Ele- 

ments, that by his various diſtance,in- 

fle&ion and refleRion,they may have 
a divers and various temperament , 
and fo there might be fome help ſor 
Nature, working divers things by di- 
vers means , and thar ſhe might per- 

ſe her changes, by the various chan- 
ges of Times. This variety of Na- 
ture is worth the exatteſt thoughts of 
the moſt acute Philoſophers. 

236 The heavenly bodies, though 
nor ſubje to that ſain of alteration, 
do norwithſtanding introduce mari- 
fold changes in the Elementary Re- 
gion, 21d do inſpire various affettions 
by their divers propenſion, and the 
yarious motions of the planetick bo- 
dics, which do alter cheir fire and di- 
ſtance between themſcives ; and alſo 
the figure of the Heayens, which a- 
Rions do diverſly farm and incline 
the piiable naiwes of the Elements, 
and they never ceaſe ro ferment them 
by their continual influence. 

237 The whole ſubſtance of the 
Heaven , hath parts continuous, 
though nt conriguous 5 l-t not any 
therefore ſarcit the Wor id to be the 

Works 
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works of Art, which is the work ef 
Nature, which cannot endure any 
{eion into Sphears and Circles for 
they that divided the ztherial 
region into many orbs and circles, 
did propoſe to rhemſelves rather the 
caſie teaching by it, than to ſhew the 
truth of the thing. For the divine 
narure being an unitie, is deſirous of 
and endeavours unitie, and ſo avoid- 
erh mulriplicitie : wherefore we muſt 


conceive ſhe created not many Hea- 


vens, ſeparated by their matter and 
ſuperficies,when one bodiezin reſpeRt 
of the continuitic of the matter, 
though diſtin& in the dignitic and 
virtne of the parts,might ſuffice. Nei- 
ther is this raken off by the motiens 
of the Stars in theif courſes and cn- 
ſtoms, which becauſe we know nor, 
we therefore make a fancied Aſtrolo- 
gie , and do too boldly bring the 
power of God under the weakneſs of 
wan, though the continuitie of the 
Heaven hinder not the motion of the 
Stars, and there might be ſome help 
for mans reaſon to find out their or- 


ders, 
238 That there ſhould be a firſt 
wh 


moveable above the Heavens , by | 
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whoſe hurrying motion the lower 
Heavens are turned abour, is not an 
mvention of the wiſdom of God, but 
onely a fancied help for mans igno- 
rance: for if we align the principle 
of motion to that firſt mover, why do 
we denie it tothe globe of heayen? 
why ſhould we fancie an external 
cauſe of motion , which may be all 
this time intrinſecal ? | 

239 AS this loweſt province of 


! the World is ſubje& to the rule of 


the middle, fo is the middle, viz.the 
ztherial ro the higheſt and ſuperce- 
leſtial for irs priviledges and deputie- 
ſhip. For the Empyrean heaven,and 
the quire of the intelligible Beings, 
ial orb thoſe 
virtues, which they receive from the 
Archetype, in order of ſucceflion,and 
do move thoſe natures that lie neareſt 
them, not without a concen: ,as the 
firſt organs of the material workd : by 
which motion the inferiour bodics, 
being alſo moved, do exercile their 
rurns,as ſo many dances to a ſet pace, 


\ and do borrow whatſoever is excel- 
| lent from the ſuperiour bodies. 


240 Bur Intelligences are illumi- 


nated at hand, according to their or- 
ders 
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ders from the mind of God , as from 
the ſpring of eternal light, by which 
illumination they are fed, as with an 
immortal food, and in it, as in a glaſs, 
do they read, receive the commands 


and will of the Divine Majeſtic, anq ; 


by it are enkingled to an honourable 
obedience. This is the manner and 
union of the threefold natvre of the 
Univerſe , the knot and Herculean 
bond of this union is the love of 
God. So in a rternarie is compleared 
the whole ſtate of the World , whoſe 
Creatour is by no means iparc of it, 
no otherwiſe than Unitie is neither 
a Number,nor the part of a Number, 
alchough ir conſtirures all number, 
but is the principle and meaſure of 
Number, neither is the Muſician or | 
Lutoniſt a part , but the authour of 
the Concent. : 
241 They which believe that an 
almoſt innumerable multitude of | 
heavenly bodies , were created for 
the commodirie of the globe of the 
Earth, and for her inhabiranrs, as to 
their proper end, are deceived , for 


[ 


reaſon will denie , that natures, ſo fa þ, 


more noble and tranſcendent, wet, 
enſlaved to the ſervice of more = 
an 
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and low-born Beings. Is it not rather 
more likely, tha: every Globe doth 
rather of it ſelf wake a peculiar 
world , and that ſo many worlds as 
feodaries to the eternal Empire of a 


| God, are diffuſed through the vaſt 


range of the heaven, and there do 
hang as bound each to the other by 
that common bond of the heaven, 
and thar the whole large Univerſe 


. doth conſiſt of thoſe manifold na- 


tures? Theſe, though ſo far ſevered 
in nature and place, yet do joyn in a 
murual love, ſo as ro make up a per- 
fe&t harmonie in the Univerſe, The 
heaven is the common place of all, 
yer is it more pure abour thoſe more 
perfet Beings , therefore it is of 


great tenuitie and almoſt ſpiritual, 


and ſo fils up the places berween, 
that ſo it may the betrer receive the 
various affections of ſo many natures, 
and the ſecret virrues continually if- 
ſuing from them , and having recei- 
ved them, it might fwifrly communi- 
cate them to others, though far di- 
ſtant. - For the heaven is Natures 
conveyance , by the mediation of 
which , all the Cities of Nature do 
traffique.one with another , and eh 

| £ 
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made partakers of each the others 


wealth and ſtore. So are they linked 
together by a moſt powerfull bond 
of friendſhip and nearnefs, as it were 
by ſome magnetick virtue. 


242 What hinders, but that we | 
. may reckon the Globe of the Earth, 


as well as the Moon amongſt the 
Stars? For both are naturally dark 
bodies, both do borrow Tight from 
the Sun, both are ſolid bodies, and 
refleft the beams of the Sun, both 
ſend forth ſpirits and virtues , both 
hang in their heaven or their air. But 
the doubt is, whether it moves or ne. 
But to what end is her motion need- 
| full? why may nor ſhe alſo ſtand fixt 
amongſt ſo many fixt bodies? And 
It may be the Moon hath her inhabi- 
rants, for it is not credible, thit Orbs 
of ſo immenſe and vaſt a compaſs, 
ſhould be idle and uſcleſs, not inha- 
bired by any creatures 5 that their 
morions, ations , and travels ſhould 
onely rend to the good cf this loweſt 
and moſt deſpicable Globe : ſince 
Gcd himſelf, not liking Solitude, did 
£0 out of himſelf in the Creaticn, 
and poured our himſelf upon the 
creatures, and gave them a ” - 
uſti- 
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| Mulciplication. Is it not more fer 


| Gods glorie, to aflert the incire Fa- . 


meet - 


| 


! 


brick of the whole Univerſe ro be 
like a great Empire , graced with the 
various natures of many worlds , as 
with ſo many Provinces or Cities ? 
and that the Worlds themſelves are 
as ſo many habitacions & renements 
for innumerable Citizens of divers 
kinds, and all created to ſer forth the 
ſuperlative glorie of the great Crea- 
tour. 

243 And who will not admire the 
Sun as an immortal Lamp,hanging up 
m the middle of the hall of the Great 
Lord,and enlightening all the corners 
& receſlcs of it, or elſe as the Vicege- 
rent of the Divine Majeſtie, infafmg 
lighr, ſpirit and life into all rhe crea- 
rures of the World? For it was fit 
that God , being alrogerher immate- 
rial, ſhould rule and order his matert- 
al works by an organ , which ſhoald 
be of a middle and moſt excellent 
material Being, which alſo oughr to 
be full of vivifical ſpirits, and fo to 
ſer over fenfible things , a ſenſible 


| Monarch. 


244 This Dedttrine of many 


| Worlds is not repugnant to Scri- 


Þ uſCes, 
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pture, which doth onely relate to us * 


the Creation of our World , deſcri- 
bing all things concerning the others 
in a myſtical, rather than an open 


& clear way, onely touching at them, 


that ſo mens feeble ſouls,that had al- 
readie fallen, as roo curious of know- 
ledge, might rather fit and admire, 
than riſe and underſtand. The cloud- 
ing of this truth , this darkneſs of 
mans ſoul , was parr of the puniſh- 
ment of fin , by which he fell from 
the pleaſures of Paradiſe, the delights 
of knowledge, the knowledge of Na- 
ture and heavenly things , thar ſo he 
that would ſtretch himſelf ro a ſinfull 
deſire of a forbidden knowledge, 
might be nipt by a juſt deprivement 
of what was given : and ſo he having 
brought in a multiplication and con- 
fuſion of knowledge , might be pu- 
niſhed with the loſs of that true 
Knowledge, which was one of all 
things. That is the Cherub, the 


guardian of the Garden, he thar hath | 


his flaming faulcheon , ſtriking blind 
the guiltic ſouls of men with the 
brightneſs of his light, and forcing 
us off from the ſecrets of Nature, and 
the truth of the Univerſe, 
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245 The Divine narvre, although 
it be a moſt perfect unitie, yet ſeems 
ro conſiſt of, and to be perfetted by 
rwo things , v:3, Underſtanding and 
Will. By his Underſtanding, he 
knows all things from eternitie ; by 
his Will, he acts all; and both he 
doth moſt abſulurely.His Knowledge | 
and Wiſdom belong to his Under- 
ſtanding : bur his Goodneſs, Mercy, 
Juſtice and the reſt of thoſe virtues, 
which are accounted Moral with us, 
belong to his Will 3 yea ſo doth alfo 
Gods Omnipotencie , which is no- 
thing elſe bur his Omnipotent Will. 
The Inrtelligible natures , v:z. the 
Angelical nature, and the Soul of 
Man, which are ſmall draughrs of the 
Divine nature , have alſo theſe rwo 
faculties , according to their weight 
and meaſure. For in them the un- 
derſtanding is the organ of Know- 


| ledge, thgyill of Working , and be- 


yond thefEcan they not att. 
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